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July 9, 1942

TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF AMHE&ST COLLEGE:

We all recognize the beauty of the Amherst campus. The natural charm of the

site is enhanced by the simple, austere dignity of the older buildings in Chapel

Row. But perhaps the most important element in the result is the planting.

Hist~ President Hitchcock took an active Dart in the landscaping of the

campus. Between 1845 and 1854 white pines from Pelham were set out ~long the

westerly slope between the Octa.gon and the present Kirby Theater. At some time

in the 50's the first major tree planting ~~ogram was undertaken on the back

campus and the double row of maples was set out extending from Johnson Chapel

to East College. This avenue, then young, is mentioned in the collct~e publica-

tions of 1858 and 1860.

After 1850 the next recorded tree planting of any extent, with ornamental

effects in view, took place in the 70's under the personal supervision of

lmstin Dickinson, Esquire, 'l'reasurer of the College. Austin Dickinson was a

lover of trees and gardens. He was the organizer of the Ornamental Tree Associa-

tion of Amherst and he supervised the nlanting of trees on the tov.n common 8.nd

in Wildwood Cemetery as well 8S on the campus. The beauty of the campus, as

most of us have known it in our college days, was due largely to Austin Dickinson's

industry, enthusiasm, and taste. In 1877 trees were planted north of Walker Hall

and around the President's house, Morgan, Hall, and College Hall.

After Austin Dickinson's day relatively little attention seems to have

been paid to campus trees. They were admired and taken for granted. So far as

I can find, no college officer was interested in the subject.

(See article in Graduates' Quarterly, February 1959 issue;
by Walter Dyer~OOI



Introduction: 'l'his re:)ort is submitted as 8 record of progress during the

past doz,en years, as a reminder ttwt the beeuty of landscaping is dependent to

some extent upon tlfi continuine: Care and attention, And in the hooe that in

each generation in the future there may be some college officer or trustee who

is interested in the preservr.tion and develo')ment of the living beaut;,>, of our

trees and shrubs.

Care of Trees. Beginning in 1930, at my suggestion as chairman of the

'lrustee Conun:i.ttee on Buildings and Grounds, 8 contract was made vti th the Bartlett

Tree Fxpert Company for the care of our trees.

eluded in the budget and a careful study made.

An annual appropriation weB in­
fdt-~r

In 1938 ~e added an (~ tree

man trained b:r Bartlett to our ~erm8nent E::taff, !mel since that dl?.te he has

devoted his time ~,lmost exclusively to our tree work. Our contract with the

Bartlett Company however continues on a limited bcsis and should be continued

:ndefinitely.

Wild Lif~ SanctuarY..!. In 1953, 'l"ith your eyJroval, we begen the development

of the wild life sanctuary. The College had acquired in the 1920' s, through ~)ur-

chases financed 12..rce1y by gifts of Dwight Yi. Morrow, t 95, end negotie ted by

me, the Sidney White property extending east of our campus from the C~ntral Vermont

Railway to 1ast Street, the 'rllCkerm811 meadow, 2nd the Vial ter Cowles meadow soutL

of the Boston ~ Maine Railway and extending fro~ South ?leasant Street east to

the estate now owned by 'Miner T'Jttle. Year by yePcr for ten years we have developed

this ~roperty, draining the swamps, thinning t~e trees in the college woods, cam-

ming the streams, building trails, end setting out trees ~nf shrubs. The work

has been done by students working at first under the direction of Professor

Goodale (Bota,ny) and later under thr:' supervision of Mr. Markert, foreman of our

grounds men. Vie have built the 'Tuckerman 'Irail, which runs some two miles from

our ornamental gateway on South Pleasant Street on the west and reenters the

faill?US at the infirmary. We lmve built the Tyler Pool, the new skating rink,



i.nstalled ,)€Tml:'nent rustic benches Pi.-t convenient in tervsls. And more inportEmt t

Y'E hI.ive SAt out thouSEnds of seedlinzs rmrchfiseo frc\ID the Mas;:e.chlE etts Division

of ForeEtry nnc1 shrub,:; :mrcha.!"ed from commercial nursEries. Our 'mTchases of

treer. Gnd shrubs for the idld l.ife Sanctuary alone have cost ('1108 i.:1 the ten-

In. thr~ 1920's Y'E: v'e~'e fn~'ed v.ith the ?o2-sibilit.y that the :JrivFtE' oymer of

the mep.dow s.djoining our CHnl':mr:: to the south Vlould erect onion warehc,uses in

our front yard. Now we have Bn informal :Jerk v:hich is growing in becuty ever:l

:'-ea1' end is used b;y students t ;·'clllty, end tov.nE-~)eople.

Ca:;;pus Planting,,_ For ten years we hflve ce.rried on 8. continuing program of

'Jlanting on the ca.nmus. The cost of trees am~ shrubs (exelusive of' the lq38

hurricAne Drogrl'1m) has been borne by the budget. The ten-yefl!' cost ;)Hir: from

the budget is approximately ~S5170_

During the yearA 1938-39 the planting expenditures r1ue to the hurricane

1.1li1ciunted to ~t3::,65 rnrl .'-erE, made frou the specia.l hurricane fund contributed

by the alumni.

Because of personal interest j.n planting, Mrs. King anc'! I hAve c8rried

on at the same time in collaborntion with the college 9rogrFm 811&uting rrogrHTIJ

(If our own. \';e ha.ve l)lentec1 n:round the President's house, :i:1orgml Rell t College

1'11('. cos t of this ~ro~~rI'JJn hsp heen borne by us and ~~mOFnt::; to ~~3148.

The im;Jortant cl1anting during the 1:F st t'?n :reEr~ V'hich has been :)aic out

of the co] lege budget consists of -)la.nting Brolmc the A.lumni Gymnasium ~~roup,

ol.f>nting around the Faculty Glllb. the Kirby IilemoriaJ. The8.ter, C,'nvcrsE Lihrl''rY

addition, theittle red schoolhoUSE.'1 the i.nfirl1lE.r:r t Vnhntine HaIl t ebovt the

?8rking space south 0:' the cage, snd about the ::Jark:i.ng sp2ce east of PrAtt

7,

PlAnting haG alf'o been be€:un on th8 colle'!,€: lot e. t the corner of V'-illav:
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and Vioodside, beyond me Iloah 'Webster house, and on the college side of the

property line betw'een Professor Canfield I s house and the r.1usante property.

'"Some planting has also been done soutwest of the chapel, in the south common
r-

in front of the Alumni Gymnasium, on Hitchcock Road, on the south side of the

new practice playing field. Ornamental planting has also been done west of

the service building, south of 'the power house, Elnd betvleen the -90wer house and the

little red schQ~~~house, and west of Walker.

An interesting by-product of the College's program has been an enhanced

interest in ornamental planting by the Amherst fraternities and by some of the

faculty tenants of college houses. I call your attention particularly to the

planting at Alpha Delta Phi, Psi Upsilon, Delta Kappa Epsilon, the planting

~bou't the house at 2·2 Hitchcock Road now occupied by Profesror Bain, the plant-

ing around the Snell house now occupied by Professor C. H. Morgan, around

Professor Packard's house at 297 South Pleasant Street, the planting at 61 Lincoln

Avenue, formerly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Allis and now occupied by Professor

Odeg~rd, the planting at 41 Lincoln Avenue done by Mrs. King, at Blake Field

by Professor Turgeon.
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