- : July 9, 1949

TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF AMHERET COLLEGE:

We all recognize the beauty of the Amherst campus. The natural charm of the
site is enhanced by'the simple, austere dignity of the older buildings in Chapel
Row. But perhaps the most important element in the result is the planting.

History. President Hitchcock took an active part in the landscaping of the
cempus. Between 1845 and 1854 white pines from Pelham were set out eglong the
westerly slope between the Octagon and the present Kirby Theater. At some time
in the 50's the first major tree planting »rogram wes underteken on the back
campus end the double row of maples was set out extending from Johnson Chapel
to East College. This avenue, then young, is mentioned in the colleye oublica-
tions of 1858 end 1860.

After 1850 the next recorded tree planting of any extent, with ornamental
effects in view, took plage in the 70's under the personal suvervision of
Austin Dickinson, Esquire, Tressurer of the College. Austin Dickinson was a
lover of trees and gardens. He was the organizer of the Ornsmental Tree Associa-
tion of Amherst snd he supervised the nlanting of trees on the town common snd
in Wildwood Cemetery as well as on the campus. The beauty of the campus, as
most of us have known it in our college days, was due largely to Austin Dickinson's
industry, enthusiasm, and taste. In 1877 trees were planted north of Valker Hall
end around the President's house, Morgsn, Hall, and College Hall.

After Austin Dickinson's day relatively little attention seems to have
been paid to campus trees. They were admired and teken for granted. So far as
I can find, no college officer was interested in the subject.

(See article in Graduates' (Cuarterly, February 1939 issue;
by wWwalter Dyerﬁﬂd\



Introduction: “his revort is submitted as s record of progress during the

nest dozen years, as a reminder that the besuty of landscaping is dependent to
some extent unon M€ continuing care =nd attention, end in the hone that in
easch generation in the future there may be some college officer or trustee who
is interested in the preservetion and develooment of the living beauty of our
trees and shrubs.

Care of Trees. Beginning in 1920, at my suggestion as cheirman of the

irustee Committee on Buildings snd Grounds, & contract was made with the Bartlett
Tree Expert Company for the care of our trees. An annual approorietion wss in-

. : EHT
cluded in the budget and a csreful study made. In 1928 we added &an tree
man trained by Bartletl to our »ermsnent steff, =znd since thet dete he has
devoted his time almost exclusively to our tree work. Our contrasct with the
Bartlett Company however continues on a limited basis and should be continued
indefinitely.

¥ild Life Sanctuary. In 1933, with your snoroval, we begen the development

of the wild 1life sanctuery. The College had acquired in the 1920's, through nur-
chases financed lzr-ely by gifts of Dwight V. dorrow, '95, end negotieted by

me, the Sidney White vrooerty extending east of our cempus from the Centrzl Vermont
Railway to bast Street, the Tuckermen meadow, znd the Walter Cowles meadow sout]

of the Boston % lfaine Railwsy snd extending from South Plessant Street east to

the estate now owned by Miner Tnttle. Year by year for ten vesrs we have developed
this oroperty, draining the swemps, thinning the trees in the college woods, dam-
ming the streams, building trails, end setting out trees snd shrubs. The work

hezs been done‘by students working &t first under the direction of Professor
Goodale (Boteny) and leter under the supervision of Mr. Markert, foremen of our
crounds men. VWe have bnilt the Tuckermen irail, which runs some two miles from
our ornamental gateway on South Pleasant Sirect on the west and reenters the

gamnhus at the infirmery. We have built the Tyler Pool, the new skating rink,



instslled nermenent rustic benches at convenient intervels. And more important,
we have set out thousends of seedlircs nurchased from the Mascachwie ette Division
of Forestry and shrubs surchssed from commerciel nurseries. Our »urchaces of
trees =nd shrubs for the Wild Life sanctuary slone hsve cost ¢1108 i the ten-
rear neriod,

In the 1220's we vere faced vith the possibility thet the »rivete owner of
the meadow adjciﬂing our csmous to the south weuld crect onion warehouses in
our front yard. Wow we have an informal nerk which is growing in becuty every

ear end is used by students, :-culty, snd townsneonle.

Casmpus Planting. For ten years we have cerried on e continuing pregram of

nlanting on the camvus. The cost of trees and shrubs (exclusive éf the 1938
hurricane nrogram) hes been borne by the budget. The ten-year cost nsid fron
the budget ie anproximately 5170,

During the years 1238-29 the plenting exsenditures due to the hurricane
ancunted to $E765 ond were made from the snecisl hurricane fund contributed
by the alumni.

Because of personsl interest in »lanting, Mrs. King and I have carried
on at the same time in collaboration with the college orogrem s »ienting program
of our own. Ve have olented around the President's house, Morgsn Hell, College
Hell, Converse Tibrery, ~orth of wiliiston, st Feyerweather. snd elsevhere.

TH(:

)

ost of this »rogrsm has heen borne by us snd zmounts to 23148,
The imnortant »lenting during the st ten yesrs vhich has been »naid out
of the college hudgetl consists of Hlenting sround the Alumni Gymnasium eroun,

nlenting sround the Fsculity Club, the Xirby Memorial Thester, Converse Librery

iete

addition, the ittle red schoclhouse, the infirmery, Valentine Hall, zbout the
nerking snsce south of the cage, snd sbout the »narking spsce easgt of Pratt

fuseum, Planting has 2le¢o beer begun on the college lot at the corner of Villow
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and Vioodside, beyond the Hoah Vebster héuse, and on the college side of the
property line between Professof Canfield's house and the Musante property.

Some planting has also been doﬁe sou%}est of the chapel, in the south common

in front of the Alumni Gymnasium, on Hitchcock Road, on the south side of the

new practice playing field. Ornamentael planting has also been done west of

the service building, south of the oower house, snd between the nower house and the
little red school house, and west of Walker.

An interesting by-product of the College's program has been an enhanced
interest in ornamental planting by the Amherst fraternities and by some of the
faculty tenants of college houses. I call your attention particularly to the
planting at Alpha Delts Phi, Psi Upsilon, Delta Kappa Epsilon, the planting
sbout the house at 22 Hitchcock Road now occupied by Professor Bain, the plant-
ing around the Snell house now occupied by Professor C. H. Horgan, éround
Professor Packard's house at 297 South Pleasant Street, the planting at 61 Lincoln
Avenue, formerly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Allis and now occupied by Professor
Odegerd, the planting at 41 Lincoln Avenue done by Mrs. King, at Blake Field

by Professor Turgeon.
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