
the way we were 
  
With the Oscar ceremony shaping up to become a dour event with grim 
movies and the shadow of the writer's strike, it seems only appropriate to 
return to "those thrilling days of yesteryear" especially those that (for 
reasons discussed) resonate with my own past. My favorite icons are shown 
in the attachment of the 1955 picture of the best actor Oscar awardees. 
Brando won for ON THE WATERFRONT; Kelly for THE COUNTRY 
GIRL. 
  
When Brando won this Oscar he commented “If I regretted anything it may 
have been that Duke Wagner (Brando's first drama coach and his and my 
English instructor at Shattuck School) wasn't around for that evening. By 
that time he was dead." 
  
Brando was a charismatic drama genius, arguably the greatest actor of the 
twentieth century who transformed both stage and screen performance but 
with a deeply flawed private life. During a chapter in his and my teenage 
years we “walked in the same shoes" as we were compelled to memorize(for 
a lifetime as it turned out) key passages from Shakespeare, received the 
rejection of  the Shattuck military staff/faculty, joined the same fraternity, 
but most important of all were chosen to become members of the nationally 
known precision drill team: the Shattuck Crack Squad. We had some 
differences. Notably he was expelled from Shattuck; I was not. For more 
details on Brando's and my experience, consult the following: 
  

http://www.ssmweb.net
                                      

 
And locate the paragraph that refers 

to my stories and follow the directions 
  
At the end of the century the American Film Institute, using a blue 
ribbon panel of leading members of the film industry, selected the 100 
greatest movies of all time (see attachment). In only two instances among 
the top ten films was the male lead awarded the Oscar. The two films were 
THE GODFATHER and ON THE WATERFRONT. Brando was of course 
the awardee in those two movies.(Note Clark Gable did not win for GWTW 
nor did Bogart win for CASABLANCA) 
  

http://www.ssmweb.net/


I t was exactly seventy tears ago while living in what was then called 
"Hollywoodland" that two of these top ten films were in the making and my 
baby sitter—Ronald "Dutch" Reagan--was recruited to be 
“The Gipper" ...1938 was quite a year!!! 
  
Grace Kelly invokes another Peverill parallel. This princess of sexual 
elegance and Monaco was like Gramma Tine (and the rest of our family) 
Louis Armstrong enthusiasts. Grace and Tine sent their son(s) to 
Amherst .Tine trumped Grace with TWO sons and a grandson but Grace's 
issue  is a prince which the Peverill boys probably will not become. It is hard 
to believe that as of last Fall it has been 25 years since Grace left us--
precisely five years before Tine did.(Note : a separate email with Tine, 
Grace, and Louis follows. 
  
Now you can go back to watching the Academy awards. 
Pipa Bill 
 


