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STORIES FROM PIPA BILL

HOLLYWOODLAND

It was never explained 1o me at age ten exactly why we weant to California in early
1938, But | was certain about ang aspect, aven then: it had samething to do

with monay!

Most commentators, espacially if they did not live in that era, think of "The Great
Depression™ as a sad episode which began In 1929 and spannad tha aarly 1930
But for many, the years 1937-B were the worst yvears of all, sometimes called the
"Ronsevelt Dapression.” Not even during the collapse of 1929 - 32 had the
Industrial index shrunk at such a terrific rate. The stock market collapsed again
and what was close to our own family experience: General Mators fell fram 360
per share to $25 per share, and Chrysler tall from $118 per share to $35 par
share. General Motors went to a three-day waek as auto inventories accumulated.

Mationally, two million [more!l men ware thrown out of wirk in a few moanths.

Our family strategy is not clear to me to this day, but it involved driving to
California in a Packard and selling the car there. Then, miy fathar would return to
Des Moines and repeat that same scenario with another car., We returned ta Des

Moinas in 1938 by train.

The route was, however, clear: We took the "mother” road, Route 86, headed to
California as so many did at the same time. As John Steinbeck was creating the
mest significant novel of the Great Deprassion, "The Grapes of Wrath,” we
witnessed the counterparts of the Joad family. As they desperately sought an
ascape in Califarnia trom the plight of the dust bowl, we saw their automaobiles.

The Joads made their trip in a rundown Hudson (curiously, my father would one



day become the oldest Hudson dealer in the W.S.), Our trip was in a 1237

Packard sadan.

We ware canfranted by the same rude inspectors asking I we had any frults or
vegatablos. The Joads didn't have any; we didn't either. | remember too
autamabiles lpaded with pots and pans, even cratas of dishes and sometimes five
chickens -~ all these families® belongings — and | can't forgat the dead armadillos in

the road!

Highway 66 is the main migrant road. 66 - the long concrete path
Joross the couniry, waving gently up and down on the map,. from the
Mizsissipni 1o Bakersfield — over the red fands and the gray angs,
fwisiing up o the mouriains, crossing the Divide and down inta the
bright and terribfe desert, and across the desert fo the mountains

again, and fnia the riclt Califorma valleys.

&6 (s the path of a peeple in flight, refugees from dust and shrinking
tand, from the thunder @f tractors and shrnking ownership, from the
desert s slow nortivvard invasion, from the twisting winds thar How!
v ot of Texas, from the Roods that being o richness to the land
and steal what itfle richness is there, From aif of these the people
are {n fght, and they come into 66 from the fributary side roads,
from the wagon tracks and the rutiod country roads. 68 is the

mather raad, the road of fight,

The peaple in fight strean out on 66, sometimes a single car,
sormalimes 3 fittle caravan, Alf day they roff sfowly alomg the road,
and ar might they stop near warer, In the day &ncient feaky radiators
send i codoenns ol steann, foase connacting rods hammered and
povnded. Ao e men draving the frucks and the overlpaded cars

-
&



lizten apoprehensively, How far between fowns? I is @ forror
betwean towns If something breaks — well, if someathing breaks we
camp right hare while Jim waiks ro rown and gets a part and walks
back and — how much food we goi?

John Steinback, "GRAPES OF WRATH"

Packard was the first manufacturar to put air conditioning in the auto vahicle, but
that was not until 1332, We drove with the windows down except when the road
was not paved. Meadlos, California was memaorable: the hottest spot in the USA;

thara, “aven rattlesnakes sweat.”

But the trip was not all dull or miserable. We saw the Grand Canyon, the Hoower
Dam and the Perrified Forest, not o mantion countless tourist traps and bleached

skulls and bones which formed the basis for much of Geargia O'Keafe's arl.

But the most memorable episoda was ong creatad by myseli. In 1938, the most
popular radio (there was no @laevision|) entertainers wera Charlie McCarthy and
Edgar Bergen. We think today of Jerry Seinfeld as an esnormoas success with a
22% miarket sharg, but Charlie McCarthy wwould bring much higher ratings in
1938, And Charlio McCarthy dolls, together with Shirley Temple dalis, would
excead the present success of beanie babias, MMy mother bought me a Charlia
McCarthy doell in Kansas City 1o amuse and keep me occupied during the trip. But
apparently the dolls had not reached Amarillo, Texas where by the time we
arrived, | had developed the praficiency of a junior Edgar Bergen, This caught the
attention of a large Texan who approachad me and said, "San, ah lock va doll!
Tell ya what: Ahl giv yva two hunna dollars for it!® Understand that this was the
equivalent of 53,000 in today's currency. In the depihs of the Great Depression,
this was flike winning the [ottery! | don’t remember all that followed. | cherished

and clutchad the dollas If he were my dearest friend. Mother would assure me



(privatelyl we could get another, Did sha sell £7 My brother Jack. has reminded

ma, "She sold everything eise, didn't sheal”

In the past year, one of Bergen's own dummiss sold for $150,000. Bul | have

priced a duplicate of my doll {an antigue now) at $2680,

Routa &6 was officially ciosad In June 1977, but patches of it still exist; the
longest portion is in northern Arizona. In my senior yvear in prep school, Nat King
Cole and later the Andrew Sistars immortalized Bobby Troup's song,. "Get Your
Kicks on Route 66,"

And wa finally arrived in Los Angeles, |t must have taken over ten days 1o make
the trip; Imagine that when today yvou can fhy in less than three hours: But today,
navigating the city in an automabile 5 a far greater challenge. It s actually

poassible to take days to just cross town!

We livad at Hest in my grandparents home i what was called Hollywoodland., This
same space was occupied by Wilbur Shaw just five vears earlier and is described

in his autobiography, Gentlamen, Start your Engines:

Ar that fime our home was a small apariment fn @ house on fop of 8

mountaln wiich was part of a resiricied area called Holfywoodland.

Originally. the apartment had been a laundry room in the home of Mr.
amd Mrs. S E. Pevenll and their davghter Wilma. He was 8 retired
Packard distributor feoem Warerloa, fowa, and had been tofd e had
oy one year o ive. He felf certain he could make a Kar out of his

doctor — amd did — by gerting lots of sunshine, fresh alr and moderate



exarcise.  Bedng a mid-westerner, he also had converted the laundy

roat inte one of the most attractive Nitle apartments | had ever seen.

Shaw was the nation's mast cutstanding race car driver pra-Warld War Il He won
the Indy three timas (a firstl and was singularly responsible for saving the
Indiznapolis Specdway after the war. He bacame a goad friend of my Dad's, and
fumar has it they once raced on Fleur Drive (Des Moines) at 3 A M. In a coupla of

“souped up® Hudsons.

The house was located at 2841 Hollyridge Drive and is stilf there, It was just a
fewv Dlccks from the huge sign Hollyvwood, that grand lcon of the 20th century.
But than the sign read, Hollvwoodland and called attention to the area as a
developmant. The "land" veas removed after the war., My brother Jack and |

would play in and around these latters which are over 30 feat high.

I'went to school, fourth grade, at Cheremoya Grade School which was on
Charamoya Avenua and, while the avenue still exists, the school {1 am told) has
been torn down. Attached is a copy of my report card which defines the school
@5 a precursor 1o Garrisen Kelllor's Lake Wobegone where "the womean aro strang

and all the childean are above average.”

We moved from Hollyridge Drive to the La Balle Tour, an apartment hotal in
Holflywaod. John Charles Thomas lived there too, but of greater interest to Jack
and me was the penthouse apartment rented by Laurel and Hardy. We naver
actually saw them, but we would regularly push the elavator "PH," ride up, and
Iogk arcund, The hotal was just bBlocks from Grauman's Chinese Theater whars
lamous actors and actresses would put their hands and faet in concrete. | would
wilk to see the activities which were many and memorable at that time. Mickey

Foonay and Charlie MoCarthy wera "installad® that summer.,



Somea af the greatest films ever produced were in tha process of being created ar
complated in 1938: Gone With The Wind, The Wizard of 0z, Good-bye Mr. Chips.
Wuthering Hedghis, Mr. Smwth Goes To Washington, Jerehel

Perhaps my mother was caught up in the same momeantum, as she mada har stage
mothar effart to gat me into the movies — Owr Gang to be mora specitic. We
actually met with the producer, Hal Roach, who claimed to like me, could probabiy
use me, but {was it an excuse, while true?) he was currently out of production.
Family rumor also hialds that an effort to make mie Mickey Rooney's understudy
was also attempted, but | don't remamber that. | do remembear meeting at the Fox
Studia, Shiriey Temple, than at the height of her popularity. She is exactly four

manths oldar than |,

Frabably more memorable in the lght of later developments was most of & day
spent with Ronald "Dutch™ Reagan. Reagan was a good friend of my two uncles,
Dite and Hi Myers, and my mother. They had all spent many hours at the
Maoonlight Inn in Des Moines , and Reagan was toastmaster ar Hi's bachelor party.
Ha had only recently moved 1o Hollywood but was close to being eéngaged to Jane
Wyman. The only thing | remember was asking him if he "really smoked Kentucky
Club pipe tabaceo® which he canfirmed, Casting for tha film, Koute Sockne, was
in pracess at the time, and Reagan was picked for the ever memarable rale of
George Gipp. Pat O"Brien, who played Rockne, helped select Reagan for the part.

Q'Brien’s wife was Eloizse Taylor, a graduate of Morth High Schonl (Das Moines)!

Reagan, of course, would sadly never remember these, or for that matter, many
other gvents, Some waould argue that he was one of our bast Prasidents, and
histary may give him this honor. Certainly, he was easily one of our best liked,

There are many who would "win one for the Gipper,” myself among them.

[
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Grades 4, 5, 4,7, 8

Socinl Studias
Is abds 1o discoser Lol geosh [eeds
CCan wse his information

b
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disdginenk
Chooses semsibdy when faced with
nieed o maks decisiana

Elamisnlary = pirsanten
Works tn this field with zest
Hay sppreciagicn of nature

Ordardimen
Meat in person

Carelful pf boloagings

Practical Arts
Ls gmivang skill in vaiog his Bands
GCaining n appreciation f beaury
i ematerialy and workmanship
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Snows increasing appreciaton
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a hegpless little boy abowt G burst into tears, Becagse
s preynates had grabbed. all of his Lo ars] weess
rumiming assty witln them, Then Folancsd a1 the pace
car and readized; for one lap al beast, ¢l e oast in Troal
of the pack. Turming back Lo the mike anid taking 4
depp bdeath, | gave the fradicnal command: Cen-
temmen, slart vour ETH]Ibes.""

The: race was a soccess. The Spesdway, undar
ahwa, survived and evolved inte what it is- today
argely because of Hulman's purchiage of it in 194%
largely fram Lhe mpetus of Shaed

Un Cclober 30, 1954, while flying cul al the
mingsler Comporatican’s pirivate provng ceoursd oul-
silis Chelesea, Michigan, whiere he had done 2 special

lesting of a pasr of road cars. by plares wir W] e

trear A4, 0 dreshed fo earthoin g com feld outside
Decatur, Indiana, Shaw, bis pikal, and a friend were
killed instantly,
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The Story of the World-Famous Chinese Theatre 1]

Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy
Ceremony #45: fuly 20, 1938
They placed their pnmts in connection
with the motion peooure Letter of Indroduc

tior (U nversal, 1938)

Edgar Bergen

i fofn Berperen on Febraane 16, 1903, {h
linieds, vad: Seprember 30, 1978

Clricaga. I

The most famous ventrilogulst In history, Edgar
Bergen enj an fifky

sjoved @ career that spanned mone
wears, Asicle lrom hisa WL el hikkrloms comic
repariee, Bergen's suce
hia creagton of the top-hatted, monocled dummy
Chatrlie MoCarthy

age ereven Berpen dise overed he had & gift fos
rirmmicry amd thrwing kigvoice, and by the end of iz
higt schol days he already had © seated the dummy
that became Chardie MceCarthy. In 1222 he made his

swas mainky attnbutable to

prudess anal debir @8 Chicapa's Mew babe] Theatre

im & combinatiaon ventriloguism and magic act. He

Sid Growman [left), Charlie MoCorthy, producendirecior John M. Stokl, Cdger  In suc

HI'I"I:I_"[ and coment artist ean W Klpssner

fInally branched out and plaved the Chautaugua anc
Lyceum vaudewille circuits, early on discarding the
dct at the urging of management
Alter making & hisat the Chez
Paree in Chicago. he wenl i«
Hoflywood gnd scored a huge
success at the Casanovg Club
Bergen and Charlie began ap
pearing in Vitaphoene short sub
ety in 1930 and made aboit a
dozen of them through [937
Berpen set his skphis on radlc
amd was flmally glven g spot on
Rudy Vallée's show in Decem
ber 1036, By May 1937 Bergen
yn show! {entitled “The

Chase and sanborn  Hour,

magic ™ part of his

dka. "Thie Edpar Gerpen and
Charlle pMcCarthy Show*)
wiiich lasted o nincteen years

In 1938 Bergen and C

entered feature filmy in

Ciovadwen Foilies, That same veat

Rengen received a Special Acad
ey Award Cfor his outstanding
comedy creation, Chearlie M
Carthy.”  Filtingly, the minia
ture Dscar statuweite was macls ol
wiod

Bergen later played strabghi
dramatic robes wilhowt Charlie
films a5 I Remember




13z HOLLYWOOD AT YOUR FEET

Mamn | 19281 and Capearre China [1950)
Hizs [and Charlie’s] motlon plore eredies include
Thir Operaton” (1930, short, debut), “The Odfice
Scandal” {1930, short), You Can't Chea! an Homest
Mt [19359), Charlle MeCorthy, Detective [1939)
Lock Wha's Laughing (1941}, Here We Go Again
{1942}, Slage Door Canrfeen | 19430, Song of the Ooen
Rood (1944), Won 3 Ton, the Dogr Who Soved
Holtvwoad (1976, and The Muppet Movie {1979,
fimal film).

Charlie MoCarthy

The wisew |:|-.'l:i-§; dummy Charlie McCarthy was
1 5000 i alter-ego o veniriboguist Edgar Berpen
Charlie angued with and insulied Edgar and made
preposiermes, why, smert-alecky, and dellating re
marks to just aboul evervbody, Bergen often seemed
asfouncied that words would come out of Charlie’s
miwsth that could never come out of his own

Charlie came into befing when Berpen was &
sophomone gt Chicago's Lake View High Schoal, Ome

Chartie MeCarthy (left), Edgar Hergen, amd cemmenl artist
[eun W. Klpssner

day im school, Edgar sketched the e of an Irish
newsboy who sold papers in the neighborhood and
took the drawing o wood-carver Theodors Mack
Bergen showed him the sketch and described the
character of the impudent newsboy to Mack, who
produced Charie carved in pine for 533

Easlier, Be rgen had invested 25 cents for a boo
entitled Herrramn's Wizends" Manual, with which §
taught himsell ventriloguism and some magic tricks;
sor Chatrlie had & voice from his Inception

Many consikdered Charlie a real person in hisown
regnt; e ewven received an homorary degree from
Morthwestern Lniversioy In 1937, as “Master of |
nuendo and the Snappy Comeback.” Bergen created
agditional dummies: Mortlmer Sherd in 1939 and
Effie Klinker in 2944, but Charlie always remained
i star companion. Edgar once asked Chardle, “What
ild wyou be without me?” and Charlie replied
Uapeachiess,

bl

The BergenbdcCanthy square is tinbed pray and
comtains the inscription "Too Stumped For Wonds-
Thanks To 5ld Grauman from Edgar Bergen |signs-
ture | —Charlie McCanhy [name]." Also ineluded an
the date ("July 20th 19387, Rerpen's tweo lootprings
and his bwo handprines, Chardie's rao fociprints, and
fiz two handprings, plus acarcaiure drswing of Char
He in his trademark topr hat and dehleve monocle

In her memodes, Berpen’s daughter actness Candice
Bergen had the following 1o say about the kand and
tootprint ceremony in which her father and Charlie
MeCarthy participated

"In 1938, newdreels amd front oases featured
Edgar Beggen-and Chardie McoCarth
simply Charlle, naglecting ta mention the man stand
ing conscientioushy, imconspicuousty behind the
dummy

At Grauman's Chinese Theatre newsteels
showed Edpar and Charlie, traditional in thelr whie
the and talls, recording their hand-and-footprines in
the famous star-stamped court. Charlle's Hny feet
firmly embedded, attendants detach his hands, hodd
ing the Horle extremities high for the cameras as Edgar
leoks on, somewhal distraught. "Hey, Charlie! {ner
here? yells a photographer and a publicity man
lunpes to stick his hand through the dummy's back-
flap o warn him. "My God. 18 pothing sacred? Charlic
snaps sharply, the man jumps back and Berpen
muowvesin, silent and stecly, gently picks up his parner
and obediently obliges the press, timning Charlic left
and right, the o of them respomding as one
Charfier  ‘Owver hee!
same.”

W—e1I SOTECENme S

'
rcy.

Edpsr, Charie—it's all the




The Story of the World-Famous Chimese Theaire
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Cemend ariisd [ean W, Klosome and Shirley Temple. Kigssner recailed o 19953 ettt slx-yoar-ald Shirley ~ s 50

tirwe, 1 hard e el B it hee oasm e ©
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whien Jw was 8 sportscaster for Radin Station WERCH i D

Tl iel-1830s: Bonald Fedgun
en there and . retarming o Hallywood, got him hia

Miiirses, Towa, Actress Joy Hodges ezt hil
First agent In the Flm capital.

Halbywood on Aonald Reagan I



-

L

The tisriing point in Feagan’s lm carer was the important supporting role of tragic frotball
seri Gesotgpe (The Gipper] Gipp in Kmite Sockne, AR Ameriorn (YWamers, 10, Sar Pat
¥ Breien hislped im get the port,

Hallywonod on Bonald Boagan




The Autobiography of

RONAID REAGAN
with Richard G. Hubler



rang. It was Pete. The familiar Scotch growl questioned, “Where
the heii il you ger that idear™

S0 I told him: it just seemed in keeping with the season. s
pecame a regular Froday maght featore. It alio became a stepping-
stone for someone else’s cureer.

Moon, now graduated trom Eureka and unemployed, was my
house guest. I think Nelle haud something 1o do with that. Real-
ieing that disintegration could ke place if he sat around Dixon,
diploma in hand and unemployed, she urged a brotherly visit
vit him and backed her urging with bus fare. On one subsequent
Friday night he was sitting in the studio, waiting for me o
finish so we could journey together to Si's Moonlight Inn,

Mo one could talk of Des Moines in those days without men-
voning this establishiment. {3 main commerce was a drink that
even the repeal ol prohibition couldn’t outlaw—near beer spiked
with alcohol. 51 always claimed the drink was safe because he
bought the alcohol from government agents. To stay open he
had o advertise that he sold food, One veteran customer told me
that he had once ordered a sandwich, taken a bite, and the sand-
wich bit Diim back. AL soy rate, it was the cherished pub and a
must for all homegoing Iowans. Even the swankiest of parties,
where attite was while e and wails, was not othoally over unul
the guests had stopped by Moonlight.

Bat to get back to Friday night and my brother. On a couple
of my predictions, | noticed he was shaking his head in disagree-
ment, 50 1 turned on the mike in font of him and asked why he
disagreed. We continued the program, debating each prediction,
yonvetimes agrecing, sometim=s disagreeing, and promising the
audience we'd tell who had the best percentage on the following
Friday night It ws s vsoplanr=d “as that. [t 1#d to n Gfiren
dollar-a-week job for Moon, doing the f{oothall scoreboard on
Saturday nights becamse T was still ot of tovm on my foothall
broadcasts. That job led Moon to an announcing job at the
reinstituted WO in Davenport. to program dirccting, notwork

producing, and his present position in Los Angeles as vice-presi-
61



"BIEEOp U3
FEEEY Fa g
WL [T, apemicip o (uga

Iziﬁ R L
e ag) o Zajuagy

ﬂEHE.#_W. wfﬂu.,fx AFE: [ E...n_wum

ol . 4 ﬁﬂ_m___ﬂ-winﬁ

. fir) 01 pamaTey Bupgoop sae 2 afugy
nﬂe.bﬂu___ﬂaun.uﬁﬂ TFIAC, AFng 358 "wop

Qiaa 5[] jo pray qﬁ FLE R

E[H] FAEG O] 4 __. H 1 BOIAEIY [0 SEmig

paiy] i3 9957 mOk 33 “[rEIBp 8 [0 Moy

TR [ T e — us...n# u..__ E:E:HL.EE_._-H

— wRERAY PTEROY j0 18] |

; o UAHIT, e _ §1 @I BEUST] @80T HY

Jo eaicE s0f pUY ‘aaisla R Ez aAmd Taqyuy ey

i Gl = |, [Eng I3 Pl sy por ‘e
o3 e !

TR Furpenisna Lpnai v
L .... HOAG EIERL A1) JRAn

ey pEnOY YU HIN0L NI II34 BAVH 1

'R0 AL L0

Y PaIiy PRIE WY PasbAer) BISYaE Mty pos
gm@ﬁgguﬁhaﬂﬂgﬁu o3

TUAs FY M0 Jo 43095 331 meuy apdoad 1sop) wpua

Ehﬂﬂﬁhﬁ#ﬁ?m!knﬁ. .EE;EE_'M
U B, RO 'SanEagy sap] 0f Bufa)) ‘Tel Bene

B ERA S A0 TG URouR SR | URAeey nege
A{pipams ypade U | ‘3840 B GORAATER AU (RY3 s0p)
@i} SeAlE UOTRIEIOMD 2] WOy “eIY Tmo 1a

kg o i v 18 e pogE i o1

R % et
a1y Ansrapus .ﬁ.___uaﬂﬂ_ rh%ﬂ.ﬂ AZELT

; __Eas_,.a% log b o

o

%ﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

J0

B0 PUIREq 959 BRqIP PR sagpeads A e Susy 1y

/1 UBBDSY LOIN, PIUOY UMOUY BADY | NOA fl6} UDD | MON

SSLIDEN | DIGISH RUDiEL 8U]




THE WHITE HOUSE

A ST T O

July 6, 19281

Daar Dite:

Your letber pcartainly makes me regret that
I couldn't attend the juncheon in Des Moines.
T know that Moon enjoyed himself and, were it
not for my official schedule, it would have
been & great pleasure to harmonize and remi-
nisce asbout our good times at the Moonlight

Inn.
Flease thank Tine for sending the clipping
mﬂfwlﬂ'hurﬁw:kand 1 hope

=
she is enjoying garasota, and T understand it
ig very pleasant thara.

with best wishes to you and Marge.

ginceraly .

Dz

Mr. Dwight L. Myers
1909 Somerset Tane
sorthbrook, Tllincis GO06B2



STORIES FRCM

PIPA BILL

HOLLYWOODLAND

A POSTSCRIPT

The Hollywoodiand story that | wrote over ten years ago, now
“henefits’ from some information found in the last couple years.
The following includes a picture of me, Charlie McCarthy, my
grandmother and Jack. We will never know' Did mather sell the
doll or did she replace it?

The Wall Street Journal in August 2001 confirmed the existence
of Cheremoya School. In a front-page article, they describe the

current debate over the school's objectives.

it seems that Hollywood will forever lead a long and eventful life.
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August 13, 2

ﬁuaa One Feature

What Happened When Well-to-Do Parents
Tried to Prep a Public School for Their Kids

Past Editions Menu
Table of Contents

By LisA BANMNOGN
ST Bgperier of THE WALl STRERT JoURHAL

LOS ANGELES — One moming in Movember 1999, Ted Henning
bounded up the stairs of Cheremoya Avenue School to join other
neighborhood parents on a mission inside the clementary schoal's
cramped [ibrary, two dozen teachers sal waiting L receive them

Afier filing in and exchangzing polite helios, Mr. Henning and the
handful of other parents offered some suggestions for improving the
schioot. Among them: setting up & computer lab, renovating the
playground and pedhaps adding music and ant teachers "Na one
thinks the school 15 i bad school,” Mr Henning, i now-35-year-oid
Hollywood sereenwriter, told the Facuity, But "all we have o go o1 i5
test scores. We would Tike to help improve things *

The offer wasn't what the teachers wanted to hear. *We hope you
aren't viewing this school s something that needs a ot of fixing," one
af them said, according to minutes of the meeting. "We haven't got all
the Tancy resources of some privaie schools, but we think we are
doing a pretty good job of teaching the chifdren, ™

Mat the children of these parents, though. ip;:lHaue wour Socal public
“lechools improved over

Acrosi the country, 'l.!.-"I:“-LI.'bd'.‘I parens pam.::;i.f:f: E:mfefﬁ?un
have become increasingly agpressive sboul of gao Day

trying to improve the public scheols their

children attend But in this affluent Los Angeles nisighhorhood,
parenis have taken the audacious step of atfempting to upgrade their
underperforming focal sehool before even commiting o scnding their
ahildren

hitp Afinteractive wij comdarchive/etneve cpitid=SBYES5 1 1295703 1URT58 dimétemplate= 872771001
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"Mobody is brave enongh to send thetr kid there by themsebves,” says
K enneth Robins, the father of a toddler and president of Friends of
Cheremaya Avenue School, or Focas, the group the parents formed
just weeks before their fall 1999 mecting with the teachers. *1 think
we need this thing of having people hold cach other's handz." The
neighbors envision, in Mr. Robins's words, wming (he school "into
ane of the top performers in the distict” in just four years — by first
getting to know Cheremoya, then working on projects they think will
improve the school, and eventually recruiting enough families to form
a first kindergarten clags

Mestled on leafy Franklin Avenue, the Spanish-
stvle stuceo schoolhouse straddles the divided
worlds of rich and poor, white and Latino, i
one of thiz cty's many segregated
nelghborhoods.

Tao the north, whese Mr. Henning and the other
Focas parents live, are spectacutar Hollywood
il homes with lush landscapes, swamming
pools and movie stars such as Brad P and
Sandra Bullock In the late 19705, residents of
i the hills joined the natonwide white flight from
Ted Henning  public schools, moving their sons and daghters
oot of Cheremoya to the city's far-flung private schools after the start
of busing and other desegregation efforts

_;I' -

Singe then, the vast majority of the school's students have comc from
the area south of Franklin, a narow enclave of apartment buildings
aceupied by a growing population of Latino and Armenian families
Chnce in the minosity, the Latinos now constitute more than 60% ol
Cheremoya's 500 or so students. Most families are recent I grants
who don't speak English fluently, and muny qualify far Title 1 federal
funding For the poor. I these two worlds come in contact with each
other, it's usually through employment: Many residents from the south
work as gardeners, nannies and housekeepers fior residenis in the
marth

ﬁ Join the Discussion: M Henning doesa't ko any of the

= | Do your Agree of families south of Franklin whose children
dizagres with the attend Cheremova, Yet on the day of his

efforts and tactics of fhe first visit, the ardely ocher schaalhause

parenis seeking fo enroll s .
their children in Cheremoya  fominded him of where he went as a boy

Avenue Elementary Princeton, M1 Inside, the haflways had the
Sehool? Whal are your game clean, clinical smell, Artwork hung
thoughts on e Esues an the swme stark white wallg, " The bell

ralsed in this articla? vang, and | had a Mashback to when 1 was

iine," he says

Mi Henmng and his wike, Stefanie, a Hollywood music execulive,

hitp: Vinteractive wsj com?archive/retricve. c Hid=SHE8S | 1295703 LOBTSE djm&template- BTG
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Halbywood Sipn Timeline

1923; Tha sign 15 bailk as &
hispe advsrEamant for the
Hullyweoodland raal astate
devaispment. [T casls $21 00K
and includes 13 S0-foat Righ
fattars coveied by 4,000 light
biilbs.

1923-1531: The sign betoms
a bourst afbraction and &

qlarn orous symbal Tor
HoByncd.

1932 & struggling 2d-year-old
peiruss, Pag Entwistia, dimbs
to the top of the letier H and
jmps o har daath

Hid-1940e: Tha sign baging Lo
deberiprats ko much that the
neighhor heed wards Le gek rid

The Hollywood Sign
(3) Listen to

¢ Review 8 Hollywood Sign o

Oct. 28, 2002 - The Hollywood Sign stands four stories
high, each betber running 30 feet ak its base along the
rugged besrain of the Holiywood Hills, Up cose, B's massive,
bk to these who have been around since its birkh,
something = missing, Actually, feur samathings. Following
e familiar HOLLYWOOD that stll greets piloks and tourists

arriving in Los Angeles boday, there once stood more lethers:

L-A-N-D,

Eor Mormmimg Edition, Special Corespandent |
jnvestigates the origins of the sign. Since its constrsckion,

the skgn puk up by the Hollywoodland Real Estate Group may

have undergone a smail amount of cosmetic surgary, but
then again, what In LA, nasn't? After all, doesn't the most
Farmaus billboard of all tme deservie a little pampering?

In 1923, Los Angeles was n the nkidst of expansion, and the

14ills heckoned these set on sniffing out oppartunities to
make 3 mint in the real estate game, Harry Chandier,
publisher of the Ls Angeles Thmes, had invalvad hims=elf in
other real estate schemes previousiy. "Chandler and his
investors awned most of the San Femando Vallay,” 5ays
[avid Wallace, author of the books Last Holyweod and

Holtpwoodiand, "They just grabbed desert land because they

knew the minute thet water came through with the weathar
in the walley i would become a garden?®

Sensing a similar opportunity in- e Hilllz, Chandlar teamed
up with movia direchor Mack Sennett, who oversaw the
investment company that did the sevelopment.

To tene evaryone else m by the same signal they were
picking up, Chandler had a baker's dozen worth of ketbers,
each standing 50 fast @, srecked In the Hills. The
HOLLYWOODLANG skan spelled out an invitation bs up-and-
comars and wishful thinkers allke thak was hard g lgnaere,
To enhance the effect, the sign was Bt by 4,000 lght bulbs;
a nearby cabin housed a makntEnance man whese sxlo job
was chamging tem.

http: /fwwew. npr.org/ programs/morning/ features/patc/hollywoodsign/ index.htmi

e R 0

|
Harry Chandier, facing
camera, participates m
tha 1823 dedication
pesmivsny for the
Hellyasadland sigr,
Asata.

Halhywaodiand

aphd lets in the hoising
develcpmant that v
adwertised by Tha
Farnous sign.

Phata; Rende
Montears, MFR Ve

4/2/200



PRICE F3.95 T H E OCT. 20, 2003

NEW YORRKRER




