Numerical Methods for Describing Data

___________________________________________

1) 
Measures of Central Tendency



a) Mean 








b) Median 








c) Mode







What is an MCT?

___________________________________________

It's a number about which the rest of the members of a sample/population tend to cluster.

You want to take a job as a waiter, so you ask your friend how much she makes at the job?

"On average, I make about $30 per shift"

Formula for the Sample Mean

______________________________________________
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Where:

· M:


· ∑:


· i :


· xi:


· n:


Median

___________________________________________

50%-ile: the point in the distribution at which half (50%) of the observations  

Calculation:


1) Order all observations


2a) If n is odd:



Median = 


2b) If n is even:



Median = Average 

___________________________________________

Mode

Mode: 

MCTs: Advantages and Disadvantages

___________________________________________

	
	Good
	Bad

	Mean
	
	

	Median
	
	

	Mode
	
	


Calculate 3 MCTs for the following data:
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