
American FactFinder Data Choices: 
 
Fact Sheets:  Quick answers to some of the most common questions.  Doesn’t include SF4 so no detailed race 
data.  There are also no small geographic units such as blocks or blockgroups, but it does contain data for towns 
and income data from SF3. 
 
Summary File 1: (SF1) contains 286 detailed tables focusing on age, sex, households, families, and housing 
units. These tables provide in-depth figures by race and Hispanic origin; some tables are repeated for each of 
nine race/Latino groups.  This data is from the short form that is asked of 
100% of the population. No income or poverty data. 

Summary File 2:  (SF 2) contains data from the short form as above, but it has much more detailed 
racial/ethnic/ancestry information -- the tables can be repeated for each of 249 population groups: 132 race 
groups, 78 American Indian and Alaska Native tribes (reflecting 39 individual tribes), and 39 Hispanic or Latino 
groups.  Limit: no tables are available for geographic areas with a race or ethnic group having a population of less 
than 100. No income data. 
 
Summary File 3: (SF 3) contains data on social, economic and housing characteristics compiled from a sample 
of approximately 19 million housing units (about 1 in 6 households, 1in 3 in some rural areas) that received the 
Census 2000 long-form questionnaire.  Subject coverage includes the following: 

Social Characteristics Economic Characteristics Housing Characteristics
Ancestry 
Citizenship status  
Disability status 
Education attainment 
Grandparents as caregivers 
Households and families 
Language and ability to speak English 
Marital status  
Migration 
Nativity and place of birth 
Region of birth of foreign born 
School enrollment 
Urban and rural 
Veteran status 

Class of worker 
Employment status 
Commuting to work 
Income 
Industry 
Occupation 
Poverty status 

Heating fuel 
Household size 
Occupants per room 
Monthly rent 
Number of bedrooms 
Number of rooms 
Plumbing and kitchen facilities 
Telephone service 
Units in structure 
Value of home 
Vehicles available 
Year householder moved into unit 
Year structure built 

 
SF 3 includes 813 detailed tables - 484 population tables and 329 housing tables that are identified according to 
geographic coverage. (None of SF 3 is available to the block level.) 

• Population (P) and Housing (H) tables are available to the block group level  
• Population (PCT) and Housing (HCT) tables are available to the census tract level  

Fifty-one tables are repeated for nine major race and Hispanic or Latino groups: White alone; Black or African 
American alone; American Indian and Alaska Native alone; Asian alone; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander alone; Some other race alone; Two or more races; Hispanic or Latino; and White alone, not Hispanic or 
Latino. 

Summary File 4 (SF 4) presents information on the population and housing data collected on both 100% and 
sample basis from the Census as does SF 3, but each SF 4 detailed table is repeated or iterated for the total 
population and 335 additional population groups: 132 race groups, 78 American Indian and Alaska Native tribe 
categories, 39 Hispanic or Latino groups, and 86 ancestry groups.  Tables for any population group excluded from 
SF 2 because the group's total population in a specific geographic area did not meet the threshold of 100 people 
are excluded from SF 4. On many of the tables to get the detailed race data one must “Change Selections” on the 
top bar and select from the dropdown: “Race or Ethnic Group”. 

Help available by phone M-F 8:30-4:30 from Boston Regional Census Office, (617) 424-0510. 

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTGeoSearchByListServlet?ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&state=dt
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTGeoSearchByListServlet?ds_name=DEC_2000_SF3_U&state=dt

