
 
The Amherst College Choral Society 

Welcome to Amherst College! 
 

 

Greetings to all new students!                  August, 2010 

 

Congratulations and welcome to Amherst College, “The Singing College!”  We would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce you to the choral program at Amherst.   As you may know, Amherst is renowned 

for its choral tradition, and singing at Amherst College is one of the oldest and largest extra-curricular 

activities on campus.  For many students it is a traditional part of the “Amherst experience.”  I hope that you 

will become a part of this important and rewarding area in the cultural life of the College. 

 

The  AAmmhheerrsstt  CCoolllleeggee  CChhoorraall  SSoocciieettyy  is made up of four ensembles.  Three of the groups, under the 

direction of Mallorie Chernin, perform a varied selection of music ranging from major classical works with 

and without orchestra, to folk songs, spirituals and jazz.  The Concert Choir (men and women) rehearses 

Mondays 7-8:30 pm and Wednesdays 7-9 pm.  This fall the Women’s Chorus (established in 1979) and the 

Men’s Glee Club (established in 1865) will be rehearsing together to prepare for a tour in May.  Rehearsals 

will take place Tuesday and Thursdays from 7-9 pm.  In the spring semester they will revert back to their 

usual rehearsal schedule (Women’s Chorus Monday 8:45-10:15, Thursday 6:45-8:45; Glee Club Tuesday 7-

9, Thursday 9-10:30).  All three choirs sing in a variety of styles and languages.  The fourth group, The 

Madrigal Singers, is student directed and focuses on early music.  Its singers come from members of the 

other three ensembles, and auditions will be held separately once the Choral Society is established. 

 

The ensembles in the Choral Society perform both individually and in combination, thus providing a wide 

range of performance possibilities.  The schedule for the coming year will include traditional concerts on 

Family Weekend and Homecoming Weekend in the fall semester.  In the spring the Choral Society will 

perform Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and the Choral Fantasy with the Amherst College Orchestra and 

professional soloists.  Each group will perform individual spring concerts at the end of the semester and sing 

Commencement weekend.  We will be singing for you on Sunday evening, August 29, as part of Orientation 

activities.  Sign up sheets for Choral Society auditions will be available for you there.   

 

CCoonnvvooccaattiioonn::  You are cordially invited to join us in singing for Opening College Convocation on 

Monday, September 6, at 7:30 pm in Johnson Chapel.  If you would like to sing for Convocation please join 

us for a rehearsal on Monday morning at 10 am in room 3 of the Music Building.  Donuts and juice will be 

provided.  We will rehearse again at 6:30 pm and walk over to Johnson Chapel together for Convocation. 

 

 AAuuddiittiioonnss for all the choral groups will begin on Saturday, September 4, and run through Tuesday, 

September 7.   Check the bulletin board next to room 3 (lower level) in the Music Building for specific 

information.  If you have any questions please call me in the Choral Office at 542-2484 or e -mail me at 

mchernin@amherst.edu.  Sign up sheets for auditions will be posted outside the Choral Rehearsal room 

(room 3) in the lower lobby of the Music Building.  No previous experience is necessary!   Many members 

of the Amherst choral groups had not sung before coming to the College.  Auditions are simple, painless, and 

only about five minutes in length.  If you are willing to commit to three to four hours of rehearsal time per 

week, this audition may result in many hours of enjoyment and camaraderie in music-making over the next 

four years. 

 

We look forward to having you with us! 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

  Mallorie Chernin                         Nate Olson ’10 

  Director of Choral Music   Assistant Director 
 

mailto:mchernin@amherst.edu

