
Basket with weaving 
implements 
 
Late Intermediate Period 
Chimu. North Coast, Peru 
A.D. 1100-1534 
H. 2 3/4 in., w. 12 1/4 in., d. 4 in. 
Basket: plaited reeds over split canes. 
Contents: five wooden spindles, bobbins (camelid 
fiber and cotton), five stone spindle whorls, unspun 
camelid fiber and cotton. 

Gift of Mrs. George D. Pratt  
AC M.1940.3 

This is a sewing basket or weaver’s workbasket that dates from the Late Intermediate Period. 
The basket originates from the North Coast of Peru, and more specifically from the Chimu Empire. The 
basket contains simple but basic elements from the process of textile production: five wooden 
spindles, six small bobbins, five stone spindle whorls and unspun camelid fiber and cotton. The simple 
design and materials of the basket, along with the basic colors and quality of the threads and the 
spindles allows us to infer that this basket belonged to someone from the lower social class. 

 
Textiles had an integral role in Chimu culture; they were a way of taxation as well as a valuable 

commodity. Not only did this craft serve the Kingdom of Chimor politically, it also had a key role in 
their religious ceremonies. Weaving was associated with the sacred, as when performed by the acllas, 
the wives of the sun, for use in ritual ceremonies. The burning of cloths as sacrifice and the special 
clothing worn by priests during these ceremonies was very important. Clothing also helped to mark 
ethnicity, class and the region that the person wearing it came from.  

Baskets documented in the Late Intermediate Period are known to come from women’s burials, 
revealing that female identity was so intimately tied to textiles that it was required that a woman’s 
workbasket remain with her in the afterlife. In the Andes, men and women were seen as single labor 
unit, women’s work and men’s work were complementary and interdependent. Women were 
responsible for sowing crops, weaving, cooking, and child care. Weaving was an exclusively female 
occupation and held a central place in the economy of Andean society, where women were weavers of 
fine textile pieces and were also responsible for paying tribute to the state in cloth.  
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