JULIAN ARTHUR (“J.A.”) PEVERILL

1889 - 1952



Julian Arthur Peverill was usually referred to as “J.A,” and some thought
his name was in fact Jay. The name was derived from Sir Walter Scott’s novel
Peverill Of The Peak. He was a bright, dapper, charismatic individual. He
entered the automobile business as a teenager and, while his education ended at
the eighth grade, he was very articulate, and his written correspondence might
easily have been that of a college graduate. He was 15 years older than my
father, and many assumed they were father and son which, in some respects,
they seemed to resemble.

Julian served as president of the Des Moines and lowa automobile
dealers associations as well as a director of the National Automobile Dealers
Association (NADA). He served as a board member of Central National Bank
and President of the Des Moines Club during those organizations’ difficult
depression years. He was a past president of the Greater Des Moines
Committee.

J.A. was an early occupant and long-term resident of Clear Lake’s Outing
Club. He was a boating and yachting enthusiast; his Chris Craft boats were a
Clear Lake legend. During WWII, he lent his yachts to the Coast Guard. He
often remarked that if he lost his wealth, he would like to become a “bartender on

an ocean going ship.”
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Mr. J. A. Peverill, Chairman,
Towa State Advisory Committee;
Director N.A.D.A.

Recognized nationally as one of the
outstanding leaders among automobile
dealers, Julian A. Peverill of Des
Moines is one of the few real old
timers continuously and actively en-
gaged in the business of selling auto-
mobiles. Mr. Peverill's experience
dates back to 1907, having started in
the business at the age of 18.

In 1913 he became identified with
the Hudson Motor Car Company as
a dealer, later taking over the diswribu-
torship in 1918, and which he has op-
crated continuously ever since.

Mr. Peverill has worked unsparing-
ly in any matters relating to dealer in-
terests having been identified with the
National, State and Local Trade As-
sociations throughout most of the per-
iod they have existed. He contributed
greatly in preparation of the Code and
has built a loyal state-wide organiza-
tion for the purpose of its administra-
tion.

In addition to his automotive activi-
ties, Mr. Peverill is serving as Vice-
President of the Greater Des Moines
Committee; President of the Des
Moines Club, and is alse a Director
of the Central National Bank of Des
Moines.

N. A. D. A. BULLETIN
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The Greater Des Mome:v, Commlttee is now in its thilty e1ghth year. It Was‘

organized for the purpose of promoting a CGreater and Better City and Sta,te
Tt stands ready at all times to work toward that eund.

Tts work is maintained by over one hundred and fifty of the leading business
concernsg of Des Momes. Its Boaxd of Dlrectors of thirty members is as follows
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PATUT: BEBR. o sttt st e s e ne s Prosident Flynn Dairy Co.
FRED 0. BOHEN ..cmumicamisuas s iemssasisssmnss s President Meredith Publishing Co.
WM., A, BROQUIST oo Vice President and Treasurer 0'Dea Hardware Co. .
I. G. CARLL.......... s kT Vice Pres, and Gen. Mgr., Northwestern Bell Tel, Co. ‘
i K. G CARNEY. ... . ee........President Consumers Consolidated Goal Co. i
V. Lo CLABE s Chairman of Directory Board Inland Milling Co. BRI
) BOSS J. OCLEMENS.......oeeeeeerannmecaenonnencanee President Standard Glass & Paint Co. L1
GARDNER COWLEER. JT.. it Pregident Register & Tribune
; CHABRLEBS T. COWNIDB. ..o it abmms sttt sppa wags vas President Cownie Furs 11
T, . DENNY .. _Insurance Exchange Building 2R
i ALEX FITZHUGH. ... e, “Exec, Du’eutor, ‘Greater Des Moines Committee | | |
HENRY FRANKEIL. ... eeeeemeineeneneeeeeePresident, Younker Bros.,, Inc. |
i C. W. GIFFORD ... oooeeeeeseeecmenean Pl.esident. Des Moines Railway OCo. B
HENRY G. HARMON . . President Drake University | | |
HERBERT I HORTON ..o Presiﬂenb Towa-D. M. Nat. Bank & Trust Co. | | |
. W. HUBBELL.eeooeoooeeoooeoeeereeeeee President, Equitable Life Ins, Co. of Ta. |
J. W. HUBBELL.............ocoeossnseemnneen. PT€SIdENE F. M, Hubbell Son & Co., Inc. |
E: B KADERABER ocnnmmmemnnusmassassissiessgs Gen. Mgr. Towa Packing Co. ;
B. F. KAUFFMAN___. - ..President Bankers Trust Co. |
C. A BT AN D s aamesss s suss s sy president lowa Power and Light Co. |
T N 1 T . U, Secretary Tangney-McGinn Xotel Co. |
E. H. MUOLOCK................ _President Central Life Assurance Society |
G. S. NOLLEN oo _Presldent Bankers Life Co.
AMOS O. PEARBATLL Gen. Mg, Pittsburgh Des Moines Steel Co.
J. A, PEVERILL... i President Hudson-Jones Auto Co.
RALPH H. PLUMBE . .coooiisasmisiniosmsiyesn i ussiciasi s Owner Plumb Jewelry Co.
RUSSELIL: REBL....c.ccane.nn R R Wi President Yellow Cab Co.
JOSEPH F, ROSENFIBID . ..o ceceoeemceasnertesseceaaeanmremr aamsemmnmsmnmsmnmssmnmnse s smsmesan Attorney
SAM M. SHLOSS..... Sec. and Treas. Lederer-Strauss Co.
W, W, WATMACK . oo e ereeaeeeesmmennne . Biditor Register & Tribune Co,

OARTL WEEBES . oo eeeeecneraeee e insemsanrnanennneeneee . PYESIdent The Armand Co.
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MORRIS MOTOR CAR GOMPANY
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306-18 EAST FIFTH STREET

November 16, 1945

Mr. Julian Peverill
Hudson Jones Motor Company
Des Moines, Iowa

Dear Junllan:

Thenk you for sending me a copy of your telegram to
Bowles. In the way of a compliment, there are many
dealers who are of the same mind as you but are unable
to effectively put their thoughts into words. You
did a masterful job and there was not much left %o

be said after you finished.

T do not believe that his order will stand as he

has not only slapped dovn the dealers, but certainly
has incurred the emmity of some 325 members of Congress
who indiecated their interest by attending the hearing.
There will certainly arise from this sitfuation a unan-
imous reaction and upheaval from the asutomotive industry
which will "bowl over" Bowles and some of his superlors.

With personal regards, I am
S8incerely yours,
MORRIS MOTOR CAR COMPANY

C. Ao Mofris

can/ws

Waierloo's Finat HAutomobile Dealex



ALLEN MOTOR COMPANY

SINCE 1903

S ECOND A Y ENUE AT TENTH STREET ha B * EEDARRAPIDS, !UWA

November 21, 1945

kr. J. A, Peverill
Hudson-Jones Automobile Company
ves woines, Jowa

Dear lir. Feverill:

1 received a copy of your wire that you sent to
Chester Bowles znd I sure think it is a masterpiece.

Why Mdr. Bowles should pick on the automobile business
is difficult for any good businessman to understand.

Yours ;},%WI?,//

m%lllen

N.i.D,A, Towa Director

REHuslb
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antorobile 01d Timers
22 K. 38th Street
Hew York 16, New York
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It seans to me like a long time ago that I started in the
motor car business, but I did start in Naterloo, Iowa im the spring
of 1906 umder the name of the Glide Automeddlé Company, my first
contract havinz been written with the A. Y. Bartholomew Company of
Psoria, I1linois, the then mmrautnmr 01‘ tha Glide automobile.

Sometime during theé M lm&nim of the firm was
changed to the Peverill lotor Saler Bompally;-dnd we subsequently be-
came the third largest Fegal Distributor in the United States, our
ocontract with the Regal lotor Car Company having been signed to cover
anproximetely two thiivds of the state of Jowa.

Daring the year of 1910 we beeame the lHaterloo, Iowa Dodge
Dealer coverimg approximately sight coundles surroundimg that area,
and during -the year 1913 we signed up as a Awison Deslsr covering the
northeastern eightean counties of Iowa, subsequently signing msavociate
deslers in each of the eighteen counties.

Immediately following the close of 7orld War I the writer
became associated as a partner im the Hudson—Jdones Autorobile Company,
Iowa Huison Distributorship, and in tura sold the Peverill Motor Salss
Company to the Hudson-Jones ‘stomobile Gompany to be operated as a
branch, the Dodge dealership contract baving beam separzted from the
operation and oparated as a partmership umtil ths year 1922 when the
Yaterloo Hranch overation was discontinoed.

The writer comtimued to operate as the General Hanager of
the Hudson-Jones Automobile Company ocntil the yesr 1924 at which time
¥r, G. W. Jones, then President of the Gomuvanv, retired from the ante-
obile businese,

The Hudson-Jones Automobile Comnany has continued exclusively
with Huadsen with the writer continuing as President until as of this

writine.

1)

The writer who was born on October 3, 1889 enterteins the
idea that he is =ligible as the oldest automecbile merchant having re-
mained continuously in the motor csr business longer than any other
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sitormobile Uld Timers
individual in the State of Iewa.
Submitted for sour hindly consideration.
- - Slncerely,

J. A. PRVERILL
- 3408 Losast 3irsed
Dep ¥oinas 9, Iowa
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J.A.’S BOAT, THE “MISS JULIE”





