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Letters from Edward Hitchcock to Benjamin Silliman from 1817 to 1829 in 
Archives and Special Collections, Amherst College, in the Edward and Orra 
White Hitchcock papers. I am grateful to the staff for many kindnesses in 
making them available to me. 
 
Transcribed by Robert L. Herbert, completed March 2010. Letters are 
originals unless marked “photocopy.”  The latter were obtained by 
Archives and Special Collections from the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, and have been interfiled here in chronological order. 
 
I have often inserted periods to replace various dabs and dashes, and 
have made minor adjustments of style and paragraphing for clarity’s sake. 
 
“Torn loss” refers to the roughly oval portions torn out when the was 
seal was opened (folded sheets were customarily used instead of separate 
envelopes). 
 
I have not annotated these letters here, but I am simultaneously 
preparing for publication the letters exchanged between Silliman and 
Hitchcock, 1817 to 1829; these are being extensively annotated.  
 
# = illegible syllable or word 
## = more than one illegible word 
[?] = probably correct, but uncertain   
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1817, Sep 1. “Deerfield, September 1st 1817. 
  Honoured Sir, 
  I received the box of minerals I requested you to name and feel 
very grateful to you for bestowing so much labor n them and also for the 
very valuable and unexpected addition you made to them from your own 
cabinet. I venture to send a few more specimens for your inspection but 
fear I am troubling you too much. If it is not perfectly agreeable and 
convenient I beg you would not trouble yourself to attend to them. 
 I send some slaty greenstone as you requested. I should say that 
one third of the greenstone in this vicinity is similar t this although 
the laminae are not generally so thin. This slate generally has rent the 
columnar greenstone and then succeeds the amygdaloid -- at least I have 
noticed this succession in several instances. I also send a specimen of 
nearly all the varieties of rock I find on this range, which I beg you to 
keep or throw away as you please. Any other specimens in the boxes you 
wish for you are requested to keep and only send back as you please. 
 I supposed some months since that I had determined how far the 
greenstone extends above Deerfield and that pudding stone succeeded to it 
but from some circumstances I am inclined to think I have not. I have 
been so much engaged since  you wrote that it was impossible for me to 
attend to it further. I have almost completed a geological map of the 
country for a dozen miles on each side of Connecticut river and from 
Northampton to Vermont on which I intended to put down the termination of 
the greenstone, and I had prepared an account of such geological and 
mineralogical facts as I have been able to obtain that have not been 
noticed in this section. I hope in two or three weeks to be able to 
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complete the whole and if I suppose it would be of any service I would 
send it to you. 
 I had almost despaired of being able to send you any specimens of 
Chabasie worth accepting, but having penetrated farther into the 
greenstone this afternoon I find it more pure, though I do not know that 
the specimens I send are scarcely worth accepting, since I have never 
seen any except that which I found in Deerfield. On any of the specimens 
I send you will find two forms of crystals, viz. one of them described by 
Cleaveland, a rhomb, and the other like the primitive form of the 
Stauroticle [?], a right prism with rhomboidal bases. The angles of these 
rhombs are 60o & 120o. Are these last mentioned crystals described by 
mineralogists? 
 I am convinced that the chabasie is abundant in our greenstone, but 
the weather has injured the specimens near the surface. 
 I ought to mention that I am assisted in the collection of minerals 
by Dr. Stephen W. Williams of this town. We have to labour with many 
difficulties and I hope you will from this consideration excuse our many 
inaccuracies. 
 I was detained so long this afternoon in obtaining some chabasie 
that I have been obliged to put up the minerals in a bungling manner & to 
write this in great haste as Mr. Nims starts for N. Haven early tomorrow 
morning. 
 Respectfully sir your obedient obliged servant,  
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 13. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
[Transcription moved here from folder 13, to put it in chronological 
order.-- RLH] 
1817, Oct. 16.  “Deerfield October 16th 1817. 
Honoured Sir,  
 The bearer of this is Mr. Havel [?] Griswold of Greenfield who 
contemplates entering at Yale College as a student. He has lived in the 
same family with myself for a considerable time and has conducted himself 
so as to gain the good will of all. I think he will pass a tolerable good 
examination: yet he is diffident and may be too much agitated. I think 
his character as to correct feelings and habits to be formed and that he 
is calculated to make a good & useful member of society. I make these 
observations in consideration of my high esteem for Mr. Griswold. 
 After much exertion to complete things I send the geological maps 
&c. I must send the observations without putting a correcting hand to 
them. I scarcely know what to say concerning them. It was my intention 
after revising the observations if they appeared of sufficient value to 
offer them to some society. Perhaps this idea is presumptive: if it is I 
beg you Sir, frankly, to tell me of it and I will sincerely thank you. I 
have been at considerable trouble to get fats correctly and have 
endeavoured not to overstate them. All of them may not be minutely 
correct but I hope they are generally so. Perhaps I am hasty in putting 
down stilbite and analsime [?] among the minerals. Yet the specimens I 
have found since I wrote you before (some of which I intend to send with 
this) I think have more decisive external characters than any I have sent 
you. But I refer the decision to your better judgment. It may be also 
that I have not found the oxide of Titanium. I send you some specimens of 
it. The larger geniculated specimen I should like to have returned as I 
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have no other like it. Any of the other you may keep if you wish. I hope 
to get some better specimens soon as I am convinced it is in considerable 
quantities in Leyden. If you wish I will then send you some. 
 I have been much assisted in the execution of the maps by Miss 
White, preceptress of Deerfield Academy. Perhaps it is not strictly 
proper to introduce the views of Sugar Loaf & the Falls in such an essay 
as this. Yet they are striking features in the physical character of this 
section of the country. 
 You will find all the facts relating to the position & termination 
of our greenstone that I have been able to collect. If your queries are 
in any measure answered I shall be gratified. 
 Mr. Griswold intends to return in a few weeks and would be a 
careful hand to bring the maps should you have done with them. I fear I 
shall trouble you too much in requesting you to look over the whole. 
 I have to acknowledge my renewed obligation to your for your 
attention to my queries and for the valuable additional minerals sent. 
Engaged as I know you must be on more important objects I must confess 
that so much assistance is unexpected. 
 I am sorry I am able to send you no better specimens of chabasie at 
this time. It is difficult penetrating the rock and my time has been 
wholly engaged. In a few weeks I hope I can forward some better specimens. 
I have not found any more in which the crystals were so large as in one 
of those I sent you. In great haste, begging pardon for errors, I am Sir, 
your obliged humble servant,  
 Edward Hitchcock 
N.B. Please to accept the minerals I send except the reservation above 
mentioned in this letter.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12 
1818,  Apr 6.  “Deerfield April 6th 1818.  
Honoured Sir,  
 I have this morning received your letter of March 31st and hasten 
to reply. And first, as to the insertion in your Journal of the pictures 
or views of certain objects accompanying my geological maps, I beg leave 
to submit it to your better judgement. I always regarded that part of the 
communication as of little or no consequence and never supposed it would 
be worth the trouble and expense of engraving. In inserted it more 
because there was space than from an idea that it would be of consequence. 
 You mention that the section of the country appears to be reversed. 
I intended that section to be distinct from the map, by whose side it is 
placed, and not to be governed by the same meridian; that is, bring the 
map so that its west side shall be towards you, and then the right hand 
side of the section answering to the bottom of the map will be west, or 
the top of Hoosack [sic] mountain. I thought the description of it would 
make it intelligible, but now presume something to be incorrect. Yet as I 
have not a copy of the map before me I fear I cannot give an explanation 
that will be satisfactory. I would mention, however, that the granite 
marked in the section is furthest west, or on Hoosack mountain: next 
succeeds, as you go eastward towards Connecticut river, the gneiss, then 
the mica slate, &c. 
 The ‘mass’ you mention as refining [?] by the constriction [?] to 
chalcedony -- is, as you suppose, greenstone. As the sentence originally 
stood the chalcedony was not mentioned, but on copying it, I thought it 



Page 4 of 41 
 

 
best to insert that fact and did not observe the ridiculous effect it had 
on the following sentence. 
 An unsound state of health has induced me to contemplate a short 
journey the present season and, extraordinariness excepted, I hope to be 
in N. Haven in eight or nine days. If it be not then too late, perhaps I 
may explain somewhat in regard to the section, and possibly, I may wish 
to add a few more fats to the essay. I do not wish however to have any 
thing delayed on my account. 
 I feel mortified that my blunders should cause you so much trouble 
and require for their correction so much of your time, which, I am very 
sensible, must be extremely engaged. I hope the circumstances under which 
I have written will be some apology for failures, but those you have 
mentioned ought not to have existed. 
 We fear we should be quite incompetent to give a description of the 
S. Hampton mine, particularly when we recollect the amount that has been 
already given of it in Bruce’s Journal. We are ready however to do 
whatever lies in our power. 
 We will furnish you with pleasure with more minerals of the old 
kinds, as soon as opportunity offers. Perhaps however we shall wait until 
we can get better specimens -- the snow being yet on the ground. 
 Be pleased, Sir, to accept my grateful acknowledgements for your 
generous treatment of one to whom you were under no obligations, and 
believe me, with great respect, your very humble servant,  Edward 
Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1818, July 6. “Deerfield. July 6th 1818. 
Honoured Sir,  
 I should have made answer to your letter of the 22nd June sooner 
had I be able to answer your enquiry respecting the residence of Mr. 
Eaton. I have at length ascertained that he is delivering lectures in 
Troy and Albany N. York. How long he will continue there I do not know 
though I presume some time for if I mistake not he is publishing in 
Albany a second edition of his Botanical Manual. 
 We are anxious to receive the first Number of your Journal, 
expecting much gratification from its perusal though we surmise we shall 
find some of it beyond our capacity. Yet, as Cicero says, si ipsi haec 
attingere, neque sensu gustare possimus, ta# # mirasi de beremus, etiam 
curse in aliis videremus. 
 There is little communication between this place and N. Haven that 
I have yet found no chance to forward a box of minerals. I hope you will 
pardon my promising so long beforehand. I think it probable I may send 
them to Mr. Wadsworth as you mentioned. I have been somewhat engaged 
since I came from N. Haven in collecting the plants growing in this 
vicinity with a view to inform myself a little on the subject of Botany. 
Of course I have paid little attention to mineralogy: But I cannot yet 
say that the former Science is so interesting to me as the latter 
notwithstanding all the brilliancy of the first. I suspect there are not 
much short of a thousand plants within the limits of this town. 
 Messrs. Dennis & Phelps of Greenfield in this County have nearly 
completed an impression of the last London edition of the Conversations 
on Chymistry. 
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 I return you my acknowledgements for your polite invitation to 
visit N. Haven again: It would be very gratifying to me to be there this 
summer and hear your lectures on Geology, but I am compelled to follow 
the dictates of necessity not my own inclination. But wherever I am be 
assured Sir, that your kindness and assistance to me will not soon be 
effaced from the mind of your very humble servant,  Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1818, Aug 25. “Deerfield August 25th 1818. 
Honoured Sir,  
 I have taken the liberty from want of any other opportunity to put 
a few small specimens at one end of this box for Mr Oliver Bronson, a 
member of the senior class in your college. The rest you will be so good 
as to accept and it is probably doubtful whether he (Mr. Bronson) will 
ever call for the specimens. I do not wish you to be at any trouble about 
them since they are of little consequence. 
 This box has been packed nearly two months without the occurrence 
of any opportunity to forward it. 
 In haste very respectfully your humble servant,  
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1818, Sep 28. “Deerfield Sept. 28th 1818. 
Honoured Sir,  
 Your letter with the map was received this afternoon and I have 
procured it coloured that I may return it tomorrow morning. I have made a 
few small deviations from the dotted lines put down by the engraver to 
mark the  formations, but if these deviations should cause any perplexity 
in colouring I think it will be best to follow the original map. For I 
find it extremely difficult to say in all cases where one formation ends 
and another begins, so that I hope you will excuse me if these boundaries 
should some of them be not laid down in the materially exact. In 
colouring the strata I believe I have not used the same colours for all 
the formations that I did in the original, for I have not a copy of the 
one I made when at N. Haven and I have forgotten some of the colours. I 
conceive however that it is of little consequence what colours are used 
since they are not intended to answer to those on the map but only to 
designate width of the several kinds of rocks. 
 I am highly pleased with the execution of the map and am 
apprehensive that the essay will form but a poor counterpart to it. I 
observe however in the strata annexed to the map an omission that I 
regret viz. the want of lines to show the inclination or dip of the 
several rocks. As these lines were small perhaps the engraver did not 
notice them beneath the paint. I gave the view of the strata more to show 
this dip of strata to make the precise boundaries of the rocks and as I 
do not know but it may yet be in season to correct it, I hope you will 
pardon my mentioning the fact. 
 I do not know of any other facts relating to the geology or 
mineralogy of this section that I wish to mark in the essay, unless it be 
to mention a mineral spring in Shutesbury that has been considerably 
celebrated & resorted to for two years past and whose waters have been 
analyzed by D. Gorham, and perhaps (if you have not procured it from some 
other quarter) a short account of the present state of the Southampton 
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mine might be proper to insert. Should I conclude to add any thing I will 
forward it to you within the three weeks specified. My health is at 
present so poor I am unable to attend to the subject. 
 If I had a hundred of the maps here I should be happy to colour 
them but I suppose this is impracticable on account of the difficulty of 
getting transportation.  
 The first No. of your Journal has been read with great pleasure in 
this part of the country. Even many who are unacquainted with natural 
history seem to take quite an interest in it. Your review of Cleaveland 
excites peculiar attention and commendation. 
 I have collected above 800 plants in this vicinity the past summer, 
150 of which have been painted by Miss White, the one who painted the 
maps etc. But I have yet little knowledge of botany. I suppose a list of 
our indigenous plants would not be of interest enough for a place in the 
Journal and therefore I do not propose to make one out. 
 Miss White also copied & enlarged the view of the falls in 
Connecticut river which I sent you at first with the maps and I forwarded 
it to the editor of the Port Folio. He said it would appear in September. 
I have not seen the [word torn out] for this month yet, and am ignorant 
whether the painting has a place. 
 The unexpected conferring of a degree upon me by your college 
awakens within me the liveliest feelings of gratitude and I have much 
reason for supposing that you Sir have not been inactive in my favour. 
Having been completely frustrated in every effort to pass regularly 
through a college by weakness of sight and of constitution I had 
relinquished the idea of even acquiring the honors of any church less of 
one so eminent as Yale. I fear I shall never be able to make any adequate 
return for this high favour but I hope at least that a thankful heart 
will not fail me. 
 Very respectfully yours,  
 Edward Hitchcock 
Saturday Oct. 3rd. The mail was closed an hour earlier than usual last 
Tuesday and I have been compelled to delay sending this till today. I am 
very glad to learn that Mr. Eaton has undertaken to write an account of 
the Southampton mine and as to the Shutesbury spring, it is not of 
consequence. I have received more specimens of serpentine from Leyden and 
they are so much handsomer than former ones I should like to insert the 
following instead of the statement in my essay relating to this mineral. 
 ‘Serpentine - found in Leyden in rolled masses. Some of the 
specimens admit a fine polish and the ground is handsomely variegated. It 
has not been noticed in situ.’ 
 You may do as you thing best about inserting this. I have already 
troubled you too much in this way. 
 I trust you will excuse the slovenly manner in which this letter is 
written when I mention that my health is so poor I have been scarcely 
able to [word coated in wax] it at all.” 
 
 
The following letter from George P. Fisher, Life of Benjamin Silliman 
(New York, 2 vols., 1866), vol. 2, p. 135. 
EH to Silliman 
1819, Jan. 29. “Deerfield, January 29, 1819 
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. . . . Some months since I left the Academy in this town, and am now 
studying theology as much as my health will permit. It is my wish and my 
intention to come to New Haven the ensuing spring, to prosecute this 
branch under the instruction of Professor Fitch. I saw him when I was at 
that place last fall, and have just written to him on the subject. I hope 
I shall not be disappointed in this calculation, for I have been confined 
almost all my life to this town by a variety of untoward circumstances, 
and hope that I am not insensible that I greatly need instruction 
superior to that which can be expected in an ordinary country town. One 
thing, which I confess is no small motive for inducting me to come to New 
Haven, is the hope that it may be consistent with the regulations of your 
College to permit me to attend the lectures of yourself and Professor 
Fisher. My eyes will not suffer me to attend closely to reading, and if I 
could have this privilege, it would bed a great advantage as well as 
pleasure to me in my leisure hours. Pray, sir, do the laws of your 
College permit access to your lectures to one who is not an alumnus of 
it? . . . .” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1820, Nov 8.  “Deerfield 8th Nov. 1820. 
Hon. Sir,  
 Dr. Webster of Boston told me the other day that through mistake he 
had forwarded a box of Haddam minerals to N. Haven which should have been 
sent to me, and that I had directed you to forward them to Mr. Pierce of 
N. York. The box was originally intended for me and if you have not yet 
sent them to N. York you will oblige me by retaining them until I an send 
for them. 
 I saw in Dr. Webster’s cabinet a box of minerals and a large box of 
books from Mr. Maclure for the Am. Geol. Society. 
 I perceive by the Journals that you 2d No. of Vol. 2 of the Scient. 
Journal is out, but have not yet seen it. We wait for it impatiently. 
 In much haste, yours respectfully,  
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1821, Apr 9. “Deerfield 9th April 1821 
Prof. Silliman Sir,  
 I had almost despaired of prevailing upon any one by the open 
ground to engage in digging fish impressions. But at length I have just 
secured a large supply, perhaps 50 or 60 specimens, most of them however 
mutilated. And I have a chance of sending tomorrow morning to Hartford so 
must endeavour to put up a box. Although it is late at night & therefore 
I fear I shall make some blunder you will perceive the very distinct 
species of the fish & I shall put up specimens of some other organic 
beings I know not what & also of the rocks above and below the 
petrifications. On the other page you will find a list. You must not 
blame me for not stating the expence for the men employed here have not 
yet presented their bill to me. I shall not send a great number of 
impressions at this time as I fear they will be injured & fear also that 
they will not reach you. I shall take the liberty to direct them to your 
friend Mr. Wadsworth of Hartford because I know of no method to forward 
them from there. 
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 I shall not be able to complete my additional observations on the 
Geology of this region for your next No. of the Journal – I have written 
a description of the view from Mt. Holyoke – as it appears to a 
connoisseur of natural scenery – to a geologist & to a philanthropist. 
And I hardly know whether such a description would be proper for your 
Journal – I think however I had better omit sending it at present. 
 If possible, Sir, I hope you will get the names of the fish 
impressions & other remains & rocks from M. Brogniart – And in particular 
be so good as to request his opinion whether these rocks belong to the 
secondary or transition class. This is a question that still remains 
undecided in my mind. 
 I have other things to say but time will not permit. 
 Very respectfully Sir, your humble servant, Edward Hitchcock” 
On separate sheet: “Organic Impressions sent Mr Silliman April 1821.” 
No. 1. Pudding Stone or Grey Wacke Slate from the bottom of Ct. River. 
No. 2. Slate with one species of fish. 
No. 3. Same rock, another species of fish. 
No. 4. Same rock Fish Impression, 2 fish lying above each other. 
No. 5. Fish Impression, same rock. 
No. 6.  Do, Do 
-- 7. Organic Remains in same rock. 
-- 8.  Do, Do, Do 
-- 9. Specimen of # [Heelelish?] slate 200 feet above the fish. 
-- 10. Do Brown slate 300 feet above the fish. 
-- 11. Do, Do, Do,  with vegetable or animal #. 
-- 12. Vegetable remains in the same general formation (Falls in Gill)”   
-- 13. Slate 300 feet above the fish containing a clam shell?” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1821, Aug. 6. “Conway 6th August 1821. 
Prof Silliman, Sir,  
 It was gratifying to receive your kind letter of 27th July & to 
learn that your health is no poorer, thought I sincerely lament that it 
[sic] at all impaired. Pray Sir, what is your complaint? For I could 
never learn except that your lungs were affected. That ‘final release’ of 
which you speak I earnestly pray may long be delayed. 
 I received two German Journals from you and thank you for your kind 
intentions. But really Sir, I am wholly ignorant of that language & know 
of nobody in this region who is acquainted with it, so that they remain 
as yet ‘a sealed book.’ When I suggested whether it would be possible for 
me to get sight of any of the European Journals I was rather careless by 
not mentioning this fact. But I had the English Journals in my mind, 
though if you felt disposed to send a French one occasionally I should 
like it for though neither do I read that language yet my Mrs Colleague 
(whom I anticipated in my last & who has since joined me) will be able to 
be my interpreter. And now, Sir, if you could without inconvenience 
occasionally send me by mail one of these Journals it would much gratify 
me as I am shut out mostly from the scientific world, yet I want a loop 
hold though which I can look sometimes & see what they are about. But in 
what way am I to repay your for the sending of these Journals? Unless 
some arrangement can be made on this subject I would not have you send. 
And furthermore, do you wish to have them returned by mail or would it 
answer if I should send them every few months by some of the students 
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from this region, say Baker or Webster of Amherst. And perhaps it would 
save you some trouble were I to get them to call upon you whenever they 
come this way to see if you have any Journals to send. 
 Will there be any thing peculiarly interesting at Commencement? Do 
you expect a meeting of the Geological Society? & what members will be 
present? & will there be any important business? I am doubting whether to 
attempt a journey to N. Haven at that time & want a few more months to 
turn the scale in favor of going. 
 I have Sir a proposal to make which perhaps you may deem chimerical 
or improper. It is that we should unite in forming a Geological map of 
the secondary region from N. Haven to Vermont. This is an interesting 
region and it appears to me a correct map with an accompanying memoir 
exhibiting the whole of this region at one view & describing minutely its 
geology & mineralogy must be serviceable to science. I would have every 
rock of consequence marked on such a map occupying (as far as it can be 
determined) the same relative space as it does in fact occupy in this 
region, and each one be differently coloured if we can find colours 
enough. For I am sick of referring our rocks to primitive, transition & 
secondary & alluvial & making only four colours. I could have this map 
extend further north than in my map in Vol. 1 of the Journal, perhaps a 
dozen miles so as to reach the northern limits of the Argillite. This 
would make the map at least 140 miles in length. And as to the width it 
would be necessary to embrace considerable of the primitive especially at 
the two extremities because the secondary becomes narrower. I am already 
nearly prepared to mark out the northern half of this map on which there 
are at least ten different rocks or formations. As to the execution of 
the map, the same person who made my former ones is now my colleague & 
will undertake again if wished. The accompanying descriptions of the 
geology & mineralogy I would have full & definite, though not put down 
with as much panache as those in the map of the Messrs. Davids [?]. I 
should like also to describe the most interesting plants found in these 
different formations especially the Lichens, mosses and Fungi, the latter 
which have not been given at all for this part of N. England & a large 
number of which I flatter myself I shall soon be able to give. Such a map 
& memoir if executed I could wish might be inserted in the Journal though 
if well done it would perhaps occupy too much space. 
 This, Sir, is my proposal, and now if it interferes with any of 
your plans of if you have any other objections to it, let it die 
unattempted. I am at present much occupied as I have but poor health & 
perhaps the most extensive parish in Massachusetts to oversee, it being 
in extent 12 miles by 7. And besides a revival of religion appears  be 
commencing among us & this imposes severe duties. But I have reserved 
five weeks to myself in the year and a part of these I mean to devote to 
geology as I know of nothing better fitted to merit my vigor. And I am 
confident if my life is spent that I must take some such rest the ensuing 
autumn. If you should conclude to engage in the proposed plan, would not 
September or October be the best time for carrying it into execution. I 
suppose you already have the south part of the secondary region ready for 
a map on the plan above mentioned. And probably the part that will need 
most examination is that between Hartford & Springfield. And here I can 
hardly avoid mentioning a belief that there is a strip on the eastern 
part of this secondary region which may be denominated the Fish [?] 
Formation that is different from the Old Red Sandstone & that this is 
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divided from the Sandstone most of the distance from Vermont to 
Middletown by Greenstone. However, more of this hereafter.  
 I attend more to botany this season than geology, because plants 
can be gathered everywhere & geology or mineralogy requires more travel. 
I am getting paintings executed of many of the Fungi because they cannot 
be preserved except in pickle. 
 If your occupations or health is such that you cannot conveniently 
answer this before commencement, please not to incommode yourself. 
 Respectfully Sir yours &c,  
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
From American Journal of Science, vol. 5, no. 2, pp. 405-06) “Fluor Spar 
and Oxide of Titanium, Extract of a letter from the Rev. Edward Hitchcock, 
dated Conway, May 18th, 1822. 
 I recently discovered the green fluate of lime in this town, in a 
vein of Mica slate, though in small quantities. It phosphoresced. If I 
mistake not, I have found also on crystallized quartz, not only the 
common eight sided geniculated prisms of the red oxide of Titanium, but 
also that mineral, under its primitive form, viz. a rectangular prism 
with square bases -- the sides of the crystal are not more than a fourth 
of an inch -- and I found only two or three specimens. Tabular and 
radiated quartz occurs abundantly in this town, and most beautiful 
graphite granite.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, July 23. [Letter headed “Conway,” but on envelope-fold, written in 
EH hand “Deerfield M. July 22. Paid 12 1/2.”]  “Conway 23d July 1823. 
Prof. Silliman, Dear Sir, 
 As I threatened you I now trouble you with a map asking you & Dr. 
P’s corrections. I have been obliged to make it out in a hurry & yet I do 
not know but the rocks are put down as accurately as I am able. 
 Since I saw you I have been pursuing my object of finding the 
contemplated geological map. After returning to Conway from N. Haven I 
returned as far as Suffield & I have been [sic] one or two other trips 
for the same purpose. There are still some spots I wish much to visit 
especially near [torn loss]. I think it a lucky thought that I den[torn 
loss] certain rocks that have long perplexed me [torn loss] ‘Coal 
Formation.’ I think there can be no doubt but it is that Formation and 
not graywacke slate. I am pressing the business of the map in order if 
providence spares my life to finish it so as to present it at the 
Commencement to the G. Society when I am now calculating to visit N. 
Haven. 
 I have been deliberating much whether it be best to put down the 
names of towns on the ap. or to annex a list. You partly gave your 
opinion on the point but I ask you now to decide it. For I will leave it 
to your judgment since you mentioned the engraving of the map should not 
cost me any thing. I feel as if it would be much better to put them on. 
It will be necessary to put on as many as one hundred if all are put down 
that are coloured. I have much to say & to ask but am in great haste this 
morning being on my way to take a section of the coal Formation in this 
vicinity. 
 Yours respectfully,  
 E. Hitchcock.” 
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EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, Sept. 22. “Conway 22d Sept. 1822. 
Dear Sir, 
 I am sorry to trouble you again so soon but I find I have neglected 
some enquiries in relation to the geological memoir. I forget whether you 
wished the map[ for the next number of your Journal, though I think you 
said you did. If you do not I shall continue as far as possible to go on 
correcting the boundaries of the formation to which you know on such a 
map there is scarcely no end. I hope to be able to finish the geological 
part so as to send it with the map at the close of your vacation provided 
you wish it for the next No. I shall not be able to complete the rest so 
soon. My health is such I cannot confine myself to study much more than a 
quarter of the time & a great part of this moiety is taken up with sermon 
writing. 
 I want your opinion also in regard to the botanical notices of 
which I read the society a specimen. [summer 1822 in New Haven, to judge 
from context of letter of July 23.] If such notices would be valuable I 
would introduce very many of them and perhaps a few similar test#logical 
notices. 
 And as to those drawings of the Ichthyolites I did not ask you 
whether it would be best to have them engraved, though you said nothing 
to the contrary. But that drawing of the Fasciculate, is it worth the 
while to annex that? I hope you will be free in advising. 
 I forgot to call on Mr. Whitney to enquire about the copper mines 
as you mentioned. Should you get time just to mention the subject to him 
it would oblige me. What I want to know where there are veins of this 
metal north of N. Haven, and also if practicable to have their situations. 
 Would not a few copies of the proposed sketch if bound separate 
from the Journal with a title page sell at the bookstores? I want you 
advice (if it will not interfere with the Journal) whether I had better 
employ the printers to strike me off say 100 additional copies. I should 
like to have a few copies scattered along the river to excite a spirit of 
enquiry: but if there is little probability of disposing of them I had 
better save my money & my credit. 
 As to having my piece appear in the next No. of the Journal, on 
many accounts I should like to have it deferred even for some time. But 
one circumstance which I mention in confidence rather draws the other way. 
Mr. T. Nuttall is now in this vicinity exploring the country minutely and 
it would be a little mortifying if the facts I have been collecting 
should appear in Philadelphia first, although the greater accuracy of 
this excellent naturalist ought perhaps to make me willing to have this 
local pride subdued. 
 On Thanksgiving Day I sometimes preach a kind of natural history 
sermon, a specimen of which you may see by looking into the Christian 
Spectator for July, the first article. 
 Yours sincerely & respectfully, Edward Hitchcock”  
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, Sept, 28. [envelope-fold labeled “by Rev. Mr. Bonny,” ie, instead 
of being franked]  “Conway 28th September 1822. 
Prof. Silliman, Sir,  
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 I shall be prevented visiting N. Haven within the period of 15 or 
18 days which you mention in your letter of the 20th. The religious 
attention in this place is so much that I dare not in conscience leave 
the parish so long as I am able to keep about. I do not yet give up the 
idea of taking a geological tour this autumn, but it must depend upon the 
state of my health & the state of religion among us. For when the Lord 
appears to be preparing a harvest of souls we reapers must gather them in. 
I have no hope of getting away short of a month. 
 The mistake about the letters & pamphlets accompanying the box of 
Ichthyolites was made by some one at this end of the [torn loss] & 
Griswold is entirely free from fearing he did not carry them. 
 I cannot find either in Cleaveland or Rees Cyclopedia that the 
ferruginous [?] oxide of titanium ((Titane oxide ferrifere [?] Hany [?] 
ever crystalizes or that it has ever been found in this  country 
excepting the variety # #. That from Leyden must be the red oxide of 
titanium (R#tile Jameson) and the specimen I sent you from Brattleborough 
if titanium must be a different specis. Prof. Dewey as I formerly stated 
suggests that it may [sic] the ferruginous oxide. 
 I have just discovered a locality of the red oxide of titanium 
within two miles of my house & hope I shall be able to obtain quantium 
sufficat. 
 Is it not nearly time for another No. of the Journal of Science? Or 
is your health such that it must be deferred? 
 In haste very respectfully your humble servant, Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, Oct. 17. “Conway 17th October 1822. 
Dear Sir, 
 I have concluded upon the whole to forward the Geological Map for 
the next No. of the Journal if convenient, together with so much of the 
accompanying essay as is read. The whole of the geological part ought I 
suppose to be inserted together. That is all that is necessary to explain 
the map & give a description of the rocks coloured on it. There are 
fifteen of these. Eleven are described in the part of the essay I send 
and the remaining four I shall forward by mail as soon as completed so 
that they shall be in your hands in season for the next No., say by the 
middle of Nov. & earlier if possible, though I suppose that will be 
seasonably enough. The remaining four rocks to be described viz. # red 
sandstone, secondary greenstone, coal formation & alluvion are very 
important and their description will be more extensive than any four 
which I send so that probably they will require nearly as much space as 
the eleven which I send. I suspect however that somewhat more than half 
of the geological part is now sent. You may think me very long in my 
descriptions but I have put down no more than I thought essential to a 
good understanding of our geology. If you think any part of the essay to 
be superfluous I here give you liberty to strike it out without 
consulting me. The botanical notices will not in the whole occupy more 
than one or two pages, yet if you think it best to dispense with them, I 
shall not object. I think however that a particular communication on that 
subject will not be advisable for me at present except the catalogue by 
Dr. Cooley & myself which I shall also forward by mail ere long. 
 I suppose of course that when the map is engraved you will send the 
first copy to me by mail to colour. I depend upon this because I may ere 
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that wish to make some alterations & additions in the northern part as I 
think of taking a tour of another 100 miles for this purpose if possible. 
You need not enclose the original map to me along with the uncoloured 
copy for Mrs. H. has copied it lest the original might be lost in sending 
by mail. 
 The line between N. Haven & Milford has been completely lost by 
making corrections of the painting & I have not the original map before 
me at this time from which I could replace it. Before you return the 
engraved copy however I shall forward it if that will not be too late for 
such a correction. If it will be, I shall have to depend on your goodness 
to insert it. 
 I have added another sketch to the drawings exhibiting the 
dislocation of granite veins in sienite. I think you will not hesitate to 
admit it when you read a description of it. It can be reduced & inserted 
on the same plate with some of the organic remains. But I should say 
these ought not to be reduced as they are now the natural size unless the 
scale of reduction be particularly mentioned. All the drawings except for 
the Fasciculate belong to the geology & ought therefore to accompany it 
in the same No. If this be inconvenient however, I see no great harm if 
some of them be omitted till the subsequent No. 
 I think the geology will form much the largest part of my essay, & 
if this is too long for some No. of the Journal perhaps it will be best 
not to have the whole inserted: though I should regret to have it divided 
and I do not yet know how extensive the miscellaneous part will be. 
 I shall wish to get some copies struck off to bind separate from 
the Journal -- perhaps 100 . But I suppose it will not be necessary for 
me to say any thing on the subject to Mr. Converse this month yet when I 
hope to be able to determine something more definite in regard to the 
extent of the thing. 
 I have received your favour of the 20 instant [Oct. 2] for which I 
thank you. It would give me much pleasure to see the work of Phillips & 
Coneybeare when you can spare it. I want also to see very much that book 
on  Fungi (I forget the author) which Prof. Maclure sent the Geol. 
Society if it be consistent to send it to me. 
 I did not mean to insinuate that Mr. Nuttall would be guilty of any 
thing dishonourable but only that he might publish the facts he is 
collecting before mine should appear & it might seem that I had taken 
from him. I feel it is to be a delicate point to request him not to 
publish till I do & therefore think I shall be silent although I told him 
I exhibited my map to the Geolog. Society. 
 Dr. Cooley has left me to finish a Catalogue of Deerfield Plants 
which he says you expect for the next No. of the Journal. I shall forward 
it as soon as possible by mail after having condensed it as much as 
possible & I am inclined to think when Dr. Ives sees it he will think it 
worth inserting. Dr. Cooley will call on you in a few days probably on 
his way to Georgia. If you could introduce him as a botanist to any one 
of that character at the south it might be of great service to him as he 
goes to seek his fortune. 
 Yours respectfully & sincerely but geologically almost worn out at 
midnight,  
  Edward Hitchcock” 
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EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, Nov. 6 “Conway 6th Nov. 1822” 
Dear Sir, 
 By Rev. Mr. Fisher of N. Jersey I found the remainder of the 
geological part of my Sketch. It is paged to avoid mistakes. 
 The description of a new species of Botrychium on the last page I 
intend for a separate communication, the drawing belonging to which I 
enclose in this letter. I wish you would if you please show it to Dr. 
Ives to whom I showed a specimen of the plant last summer. Mr. Nuttall 
says it is a new species. If you approve of it can you spare a half page 
of the next No. of the Journal for it? You know that in these cases 
dispatch seems requisite to avoid being anticipated. 
 The Catalogue of Deerfield Plants I could not possibly get ready to 
forward by this conveyance. I shall endeavor to put it into the mail next 
week. 
 I believe you will think I mean to innundate [sic] you with 
communications. I know not how it happens that they should happen to be 
all muddled together but so it is. And unless you serve me as you did 
Rafinesque—viz send back [?] my papers—I fear I shall still continue to 
trouble you as I have some other communications in progress. 
 You will oblige me by asking Mr. Converse for how much he will 
deliver me 75 copies of the Geological Sketch with the map & other plates 
provided that already sent constitute two thirds of it? And also for how 
much he will deliver 100? If he can drop me a line before publishing to 
let me know his terms I shall be glad: but if it is too late for that I 
wish you now engage him to strike off 60 additional copies besides those 
inserted in the Journal, for which I will pay him a reasonable 
compensation. In striking them off I wish him to omit the heading in the 
Journal & merely put down 
A 
Sketch of the Geology, Mineralogy &c 
of 
the Connecticut 
somewhat in this form. And I wish he would pay a little attention to have 
the ending of that printing of the sketch inserted in the next No. so 
that it will unite without a gap with that in the following No. I wish 
him also to strike off 25 additional copies of the Catalogue of Deerfield 
Plants without any alterations. I am sorry to trouble you with this 
business: but I thought that if I committed it to anyone else he would 
have to trouble you about as much as to do it yourself. By merely handing 
this to Mr. Converse he will see what I meant. 
 Yours sincerely & respectfully 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
[1822, Letter addressed to BS,  Envelope: “Deerfield M., Nov. 16.” to 
“Benjamin Silliman Esq., Prof. Chemistry Mineralogy & Pharmacy, Yale 
College, N. Haven.”  Two portions cut away. 
“from Amherst through Leverett &c [missing portion] have mentioned that I 
did not know its width in Chesterfield & that north of this place I put 
it down on the authority of Dr. Allen. Both these things I want erased 
and in their stead let it be stated that in the north part of Northfield 
this granite seems to pass under the geist [?] & higher rocks & to appear 
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in Winchester & Chesterfield of greater width & here it is beautifully 
porphyritic. As we go north the rock exists in distinct beds in mica 
slate & gneiss & also it appears at the tops of hills mountains forming 
sometimes conical hills almost naked. Witness the west part of Surrey & 
Alstead. 
2. Insert the following as a 4th range of granite under this title: 
 Bellows Falls Granite 
[cut away portion] 
3. Let it be stated without hesitations that the Vermont argillite 
alternates with mica slate. 
4. I have stated that the secondary greenstone terminates in Northfield: 
but it terminates in Gill near the meeting house, that occurring in 
Northfield being without doubt primitive greenstone. I have suggested 
this last part either under Primitive or Secondary greenstone in my 
memoir & I wish to have it erased. When I examined the spot some years 
ago [!] I was able to say that the rock was greenstone but not to 
distinguish as well as now between the different varieties of greenstone. 
Please to correct the statement concerning the termination of the 
secondary greenstone which you will find several times under that article 
& perhaps also under the descriptions of the coal formation. 
5. It is stated under Primitive greenstone that it occurs only in those 
places. Add also the western part of Northfield & north part of Gill with 
the following remarks. [cut away portion] 
 
The remarks inserted under the Whately primitive greenstone relative to 
the similarity of the stratified & at Milford ought to follow the above 
remarks & be made to apply to the Northfield Strata also, and here 
another point of resemblance occurs, viz, its contiguity to argillite. 
The amount of the Northfield primitive greenstone given above should 
follow that of the Whately greenstone. 
6. Under the article Sienite where I have mentioned conglomerated sienite 
I wish you to add that I observed bowlders of the same character in 
Surrey, Alstead & Walpole N. Hampshire: but did not see it in place.  
I am sensible it will cost you considerable labour to make these 
corrections & additions, but it will greatly oblige me if you can find 
time. The alterations on the map I shall make when it is sent to me. 
 The remainder of the geological part [of the] memoir as also the 
Catalogue of Plants I trust you have received ere this as they were some 
time since forwarded. 
 Very respectfully yours much obliged servant,  
 Edward Hitchcock 
[P.S.]  I believe you will think your hint about the legibility of my 
hand writing has not been much regarded by me in this letter, but really 
if I were not obliged to write ‘on the light horse gallop’ as Burns says, 
I think I should or least could be a little plainer. Till I can get more 
time I fear you will have cause to lament my bad habits & even loudly to 
complain of them.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1822, Dec. 1  “Conway 1st Dec. 1822 
Dear Sir, 
 Yours of the 18th inst. did not reach me till a few days since and 
I have doubted whether this will reach you till you have been obliged to 
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decide concerning the points therein mentioned. However I am not afraid 
to abide by your decision. As to the corrections I sent, the most 
important one is that relating to the termination of the secondary 
greenstone because that is a thing every body must mention in speaking of 
the subject & I had hoped as that would come in toward the last of the 
essay it might reach [you] in time for insertion. On every account except 
[torn loss] (viz. the discrepancy between the colouring of the map & the 
description) I should prefer to have the corrections appended to the 
close of the entire memoir instead of the first part. However you may do 
as is most convenient. 
 I confess I have used the term stratified as synonomous [sic] with 
schistose (or rather slaty for I believe the term schistose does not 
occur in my essay). And I also confess myself unable to draw any definite 
line between them. Or rather, these two terms, although obviously enough 
distinct in their extremes, yet along the place of junction there has 
always appeared a fog I cannot penetrate. And it does seem to me that 
most geologists in their descriptions have confounded the two things 
together. Are not the definitions of the two terms so constituted that 
they will include one another? There is no limit fixed to the thickness 
either of strata or layers of slate. Hence with Greenough I would ask 
‘the laminae of flagstone, the folia of slate, are these strata? Are 
masses of 400 feet thick strata’? And like him presume not to answer. 
Indeed Sir I have all along been satisfied that I had no very definite 
idea of what is meant by the term strata. And it seems to me that the 
close home questions of Greenough near the close of his first Essay will 
put almost any one in doubt whether he has any distinct logical idea of 
the term. Bakewell’s distinctions on the subject which are copied by Rees 
I never yet could make any use of. If I am not mistaken hey are built on 
a particular hypothesis. I shall be sorry if my misuse of the terms 
occasions a misunderstanding though you mention no difficulty except in 
the corrections. I believe that in the body of the essay I was more 
cautious to avoid misapprehension. For the [torn loss] pleased me when 
writing it and still I am [torn loss] about it & shall be happy to be set 
right [torn loss] correcting my language the only obligation I have to 
[torn loss] the trouble it will occasion you. To me it would be a favour. 
I have laboured under considerable difficulties by having no geological 
counsel nearer than N. Haven to recur to in cases of difficulty. 
 I fear no ‘anticipation’ about the Bot. Catalogue. As for myself I 
felt and still feel indifferent about its insertion in the next No. But I 
found Dr Cooley quite anxious to have it forward in season. I suppose he 
hoped it might be of some advantage to him in Georgia where he has gone 
seeking his fortune. And it may be he will think I have not done right in 
mentioning some of the localities of plants in my geology unless the 
catalogue accompanying it since I was indebted to him for a few of them. 
But you must consult your convenience about inserting it in the next No. 
If I have 80 pages and several plates devoted to me I think I ought not 
to complain. 
 I suppose you have probably learned that there is a supposed new 
mineral coming out with the name Sillimanite. I have had little hand in 
it except to forward the mineral to your good friend Prof. Dewey. As to 
the name, I shall most cordially concur in it. But I did not first find 
the mineral. I believe Dr. Porter is the discoverer. It resembles 
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Fibrolite or delicate Tremolite. If Prof. D. has not hinted the subject 
to you, do not let him know that I have.  
 Brown Augite occurs in granite in Goshen, some of the crystals 6 
inches long & 3 broad. More particulars in my paper. 
 As I write this Sabbath evening, I take the liberty to propose to 
you a case of conscience. I have frequently found that my botanical and 
geological pursuits when zealously attended to, although generally 
conducive to he[alth], still to have the effect of diminishing spiritual 
[torn loss] mind and for a time of deadening religious sensibil[torn loss] 
to render me less solicitous to fulfil [sic] the duties of [my min]istry. 
So much so indeed sometimes as to make me fearful I was not in the way of 
duty and to suspect I might be worshipping idols. And if these pursuits 
be the right eye that must be plucked out, let them not be spared however 
painful the effort. Now the thought has occurred to me that you might 
have had the same trials to go through & therefore might be able to 
counsel me. Pray tell me if you can the remedy in such a case. Must these 
pursuits be altogether abandoned? Or is there such a thing as pursuing 
them with a supreme reference to the glory of God? Or does the difficulty 
lie in attending to them too eagerly? I put these enquiries to you 
because a mere theologist, it seems to me, could not answer them 
satisfactorily. There is however this difference between your case & mine. 
You attend to these subjects professionally, I only relaxationally. 
 Yours respectfully & sincerely, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1823, Jan. 20 “Conway 20th January 1823 
Dear Sir, 
 Your letter & very acceptable packet was received by Mr. Hovey. The 
books came safe to hand & shall be carefully kept till I have a good 
chance to return them. The style of execution of these works is such as 
to delight at the same time that it rather disheartens one. However if we 
had the money in this country we should not be like the Europeans. You 
mention having mislaid the 4th vol. of the Geolog. Trans. I would just 
say that I think I saw it at Mr. Doolittle’s (the engraver) when I was in 
N. Haven.  
 I thank you for the proof sheets, map. &c. They are well executed I 
think: but the press errors are pretty numerous. I noticed about 45 the 
first time reading it over, many of which affect the sense. But I blame 
nobody but myself for I can see the origin of most of them, viz. the 
obscurity of my hand writing. Shall I not have an opportunity of 
inserting a list of errata and the end of the whole? On the map [large 
portion torn away]  Mrs. H might colour them. Should you have an 
opportunity during the winter you will oblige me by doing it & also 60 
copies of the Sketch as far as it is printed for which I will settle with 
Mr. Converse. I hope he has not forgotten to strike off some extra copies. 
 I return the Catalogue of plants with a copy by Mrs H. I thought it 
best to send both as might assist in determining any doubtful names: but 
I wish to have the copy Mrs H. made used by the printers because I have 
added authorities to the genera which are omitted in the other. In all 
other respects they are alike. 
 I forward also the remaining part of the Sketch as far as it is 
finished. Perhaps you will think I comprehend too wide a range. I am too 
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minute but I want this Sketch to serve as a kind of Vade Mecum until a 
better one appears of the mineralogy of this region. For although most of 
the minerals comprehended in my account have been noticed here and there, 
yet they wanted to be brought under one view. However, I request you to 
strike out without ceremony whatever you think best for I am certain that 
your taste & judgment is better than mine. You will see that I have not 
only made Part 2. [torn loss] Part 3 & I shall add Part 4 viz 
Miscellanies [torn loss] anxious about [large portion torn away]. will do 
as well as I can with the little time I get & you can say whether it is 
worth inserting. The remaining part of the sketch will occupy I should 
judge about two more sheets of the sort I now send and I will forward 
them by mail ere many weeks if nothing happens. 
 I hear nothing more from the ‘Sillimanite” but trust it will not 
turn out ‘a new name for an old thing.’1 
 Your obliged humble servant,” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1823, Feb. 12  “Conway 12th Feb. 1823 
Dear Sir, 
 A pressure of ministerial labours and a state of health forbidding 
all extra exertion will render it extremely difficult for me to get the 
remainder of my Sketch ready until at least the first of March and 
perhaps even one week into March. As I have not yet received the No. of 
the Journal containing the first part of the Sketch I had hoped that you 
would not begin to print the next No. earlier than about the middle of 
March. But if my delay will delay you be pleased just to drop one line 
into the mail to inform me and I will try yet harder not to disappoint 
you. Depend upon it, I shall do all in my power to prepare the remainder 
immediately: but my way for some days at least seems so much hedged up 
that I thought it best to throw this hasty line into the mail 
 As to the botanical Catalogue I feel very indifferent about its 
insertion in the next No. Nay, in regard to myself I should prefer to 
have it delayed; as I have it in my power now to make a considerable 
addition to the cryptogamia of many rare & some new species. And should 
you conclude to insert it in the next No. I will thank you to inform me 
of it soon in order that I may send you a new & enlarged list of the 
cryptogamic department. And if you should not insert it you will oblige 
me by returning the manuscript to me once more by the first convenient 
opportunity (say Nelson [?] Hovey) in order that I may make the additions 
in a manner that shall cause you no trouble. 
 In regard to that little Botrychium of which I sent you a drawing 
and description some time ago, I am happy in making the following extract 
from a letter just received from Dr. Torrey. ‘That curious [torn loss] 
Botrychium (says he) I had pre[torn loss] satisfied myself was a new 
species and entered it as such in my herbarium.  I am glad you have 
determined to publish a description of it. Mr. Schweinitz had the plant 
from Canada and called it B. pusillum: but he likes your name better and 
has adopted it.’ So you perceive I feel quite strong having two of the 
greatest cryptogamists on my side. I have several other new & interesting 
species of cryptogamous plants and perhaps should my life be spared I may 
at some future time offer for the Journal descriptions of them with 
drawings. 
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 I have no time to answer any thing in your letter of Jan. 25th 
except to say that I thank you for it. Ere long I will attempt an answer. 
 Respectfully & sincerely your obliged servant,” 
 
[The following letter is from the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association 
Library, Hitchcock family papers, Box 2, folder 8] 
1823, April 9. EH to Silliman, “Conway 9th April 1823 
Dear Sir, I will thank you to send the packet I suppose you have on hand 
for me by Mr. Hovey if he can bring it. I have written to him on the 
subject. 
 Thinking you might perhaps write me a line at that time I take the 
liberty of requesting your opinion upon another case of conscience. 
Suppose a minister of the Gospel has been several years employed in some 
scientific pursuit in conjunction with a layman, the connection extending 
however no farther than to the single object of scientific research both 
are pursuing. Suppose that after several years they conclude to publish 
the results of their efforts jointly, that is to prefix both their names 
to the publication, and actually get it ready for the press. But in the 
mean time suppose the layman to take up his residence in another part of 
the country and it appears ere long that he has had an unlawful 
intercourse with a female of which an illegitimate child is the result 
and that he refuses to marry the female although she had been respectable. 
Now the question is whether after this it be not the duty of the 
clergyman to refuse to have his name appear in conjunction with that of 
the layman? In other words, would it injure the cause of religion were he 
thus to publish? or ought he to give up the publication? This is with me 
a practical question or I should not trouble you with [it]. And you 
already know the reason why I put such questions to you, viz because I 
feel as if you were better qualified to decide upon physico-theological 
subjects than a mere philosopher or a mere theologian.” 
 I am exceedingly pleased with the geological books you sent me. 
They are written with just that freedom from theory which I like although 
in regard to most rocks the writers are evidently Huttonians. And permit 
me to ask whether in regard to trap rocks & granite we must not all 
become so too? I think there is as much evidence of the igneous origin of 
the latter as of the former. I happen to live in a place not much unlike 
the Glen tilt except that there is no Tilt to lay bare the rocks deep in 
the ground: and the veins & beds in this region are evidently forced 
through the other rocks by volcanic energy. So that although I disclaimed 
against the idea in my ‘Sketch,’ I am almost ready to say that granite in 
the strict sense of the term is not a primitive rock. And in such an 
opinion I should as you know be supported by Macculloch, Van Buch, Necker, 
Bo#, Conybeare &c. However do not yet set me down as a confirmed 
Huttonian. I trust my motto is the same as that attached to the Geol. 
Transactions. 
 I hope you will give us a review of Phillips & Conybeare’s work. 
The introduction surely contains the best view of the subject of any work 
that I have seen. And it would have been of vast advantage to me had I 
read it before writing the Sketch. I have some idea of undertaking to 
write some essays in the Christian Spectator on the study of Natural 
History, pointing especially to the connection of geology with the Mosaic 
Chronology. Is it advisable or shall I be venturing into too deep water? 
In Conybeare’s introduction I perceive some excellent remarks on the 
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subject. Can I procure that work in this country? Will it not soon be 
republished? Has Greenough’s work ever been published in America? 
 Since finishing the ‘Sketch’ I have been lying upon my oars in 
regard to natural history. I find it necessary for me once or twice in 
the year to take a journey and I wish to make them subservient to the 
study of Natural History. But now I have no definite object in view & 
feel unsettled what course to take should I be permitted to journey this 
spring. I have thought some of the White Hills. But as the coast is 
better for my constitution I have been thinking of the island of 
Nantucket & Martha’s Vineyard. Can you tell me whether these would be 
probably interesting spots or are they all sand? 
 I have just got finished a geological hammer in which I have 
endeavoured to combine in one instrument three or four of # used in 
Europe both for the sake of convenience & economy. [Gives inked profiles 
as eventually published by BS. Text here of letter is very close to that 
of the little note in the journal.] Fig. 1 is a side view of the hammer. 
The lower part a is pointed a little so as to endure a heavier blow 
without injury. The other end g is brought to an edge. The dissection of 
the edge coinciding with the handle as shown in Fig. 2. In the handle a 
hole 6 or 8 inches deep & half or three quarters of an inch diameter is 
made to receive a steel pick or drill which when not wanted is confined 
in the handle by a spring d closing down over the end of the [torn loss]. 
The hammer without the handle weighs a little s# of 2 pounds. Thus I can 
detach specimens from the obtusely angular surfaces of rocks with the 
rounded part of the hammer, cleave schistose rocks & divide specimens 
with the edge & detach mineral specimens that are deeply bedded by the 
pick or drill. It may however admit of improvement. It is only the first 
trial. 
 I wish you would send back the Botanical Catalogue. For several 
reasons I do not  say certainly that I shall return to it at all. Should 
I do so would it answer to give the localities of the cryptogamic plants? 
It would probably double the list: but would be much more valuable to the 
botanist as there is not a single place in all N. England where the 
localities of this kind of plants have been given to the public. – More 
concerning this Catalogue hereafter. 
 We hear of a terrible riot at Yale. I hope the bones of the 
officers are all safe. 
 Respectfully yours, Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1823, 20 Oct. “Conway 20th October 1823 
Dear Sir, 
 I sympathize sincerely with you in the loss of your health & hardly 
know what has produced within me such a dejection of feeling as the news 
of it which I received several months ago. Yet I must confess that from a 
knowledge of the multiplicity of your duties I anticipate that the sword 
would eat away the scabbard. But from what I learn I have some hope that 
your constitution is only exhausted not worn out & that relaxation will 
remit it. If it be otherwise I trust there is a power who can and will 
sustain you. 
 I cannot expect that you will yourself be able to give an answer to 
this letter: but if you can direct an amanuensis to satisfy me concerning 
a few enquiries, it will much oblige me. 



Page 21 of 41 
 

 
 I return by Mr. Hovey the geological books you so obligingly lent 
me last winter, with my thanks for their use. I have written a Review of 
Conybeare & Phillips and have undertaken to give a full analysis of their 
work with remarks relative to this country &c. It only needs to be copied 
to be ready for the press. Now one enquiry is whether you want it for the 
Journal? Or are you obliged to give up that work? I have been fearful 
such is the fact as I have heard nothing of it since last spring. If you 
have concluded to discontinue it or to commit it to other hands, will 
that review be wasted? If it is not, I think I shall send it to some 
other work as I feel it to be of important that an analysis of that work 
be presented to American geologists. It seems to me that many facts & 
principles are there brought forward which will put somewhat of a new 
face upon our geological descriptions. Such an analysis however could not 
be prepared without occupying considerable paper. Seven sheets of common 
foolscap leaves will be taken up by the Review & the extracts. 
 I have also nearly ready for the press a short account of the 
geology of Martha’s Vineyard  & expect ere long to have a description of 
two or three new species of plants with plates. Will these be wanted? 
 I lately preached a sermon before the Pittsfield Med. Institution 
in which I came out with the new views in regard to the first chapter of 
Genesis. It is now in the press & I hope you will pardon me for referring 
to your Lectures as an instance of the defense of such views in this 
country. My statements must be propped up by some good authorities or 
they will be disregarded since our divines generally do not, as you have 
remarked, understand even the elements of the subject. I mean to send you 
one of the sermons when they are out. 
 If you do not publish the remainder of my Sketch of the Geology &c 
of the Connecticut, will you advise me whether I had better do any thing 
with it? 
 I hope you will have strength enough to write to Mr. Eaton on the 
subject of his new nomenclature of our rocks. I presume you cannot 
approve of such cutting or slashing especially before the man knows 
whether our secondary strata do not correspond to the European rocks. I 
will just mention one instance in which you can see how far his theoretic 
view warp him aside. He has referred to Gorney [?] as a locality of his 
Calciferous Sandrocks & has put it in the transition class. Now the rock 
to which he refers is the one I have described in the ‘Sketch’ as 
limestone & it is always associated with decided mica slate & granite 
being interstratified with them! And he knows all this. Is it not to be 
feared that he has an itch for being the author of a new system? But is 
it not also certain that he had not geological weight enough to do this? 
But he will not be stopped unless he is plainly told to & by some one 
like yourself whose opinion he dare not despise. I shall regret to see 
his sketch of the Canal come out in the trammels of his new nomenclature. 
It will certainly prejudice geologists against his piece & bring upon him 
the lashes of reviewers. I say not these things from any ill will to Mr. 
Eaton. I speak only against his spirit of innovation. 
 I remain Sir with much respect your humble servant, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
P.S. A few years since you recollect I obtained some Ichthyolites for you 
& at your request mentioned the sum it cost me & I told you if you 
pleased you might settle with Gen. Howe for one vol. of the Journal. You 
wrote me that you would do it. Yet I find that volume still charged to me. 
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I take the liberty to mention this not because I am unwilling to pay for 
it: but because I thought there might be some mistake about it & you 
might have settled it heretofore. It is possible the mistake may b with 
me after all. 
 Since writing the above letter I have concluded to make out the 
enclosed communication. If your Journal proceeds make what use of it you 
please, if not, I will send for it. 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1823, 25 Nov. “Conway 25th Nov. 1823. 
Dear Sir, 
 Your letter of the 3rd instant came duly to hand and the same day 
No. 15 of the Journal and I am very happy to find that my fears 
respecting the discontinuance of that work are not realized and that your 
health is better than I supposed. I am glad you still have the 
superintendance [sic] of the Journal since such a work receives its 
peculiar complexion from the prevailing taste of the conductor. 
 I shall have an opportunity to send the Review of Conybeare & 
Phillips in about three weeks and as I conclude you cannot want it before 
that time I think I shall embrace that opportunity rather than trust it 
to the mail. As extra copies of my ‘Sketch’ &c I hardly know how I shall 
obtain them since I do not have a private opportunity of sending once in 
a year to New Haven except by Mr. Hovey & he will not return the next 
vacation. There is a stage runs I believe from N.H. to N.Hampton in a day 
& if you think it safe you will oblige me by requesting Mr. Converse to 
put the package on board that stage and direct it to me at Conway ‘to the 
care of Simeon Butler, Bookseller, Northampton.’ I wish he would enclose 
a bill of the expenses: and should he publish the Review soon to be sent 
or any other of my communications I wish he would remember to strike off 
ten extra copies for me. 
 The essay of Mr. Finch in the last No. of the Journal on the 
Tertiary questions is very important & interesting. He has anticipated 
many of my remarks in the Review & especially in a sketch I am making out 
of the geology of Martha’s Vineyard. I think his hints will put a very 
different aspect on our geology. 
 I feel thankful to you for the pains you have taken to correct my 
‘Sketch’ which is now finished. The last part of it appears to be very 
correct. I felt a little disposed to murmur at the omissions in that part 
in No. 15 -- viz. the allusion I made to the beneficent providence of God 
in regard to the ‘Meteorological fact’ (p. 23) and my apology for errors 
in the early part of the Sketch. I felt as if that apology were but an 
act of justice to myself. But probably your judgment in these matters was 
best: at least I will acquiesce in it. 
 Against my Pittsfield Sermon in which the new view of the Mosaic 
Cosmogony are broached I have not yet heard ‘a dog has moved his tongue’ 
or a man either. However if it be thought of consequence enough I expect 
to hear from it. Yet I feel tolerably secure behind the shield which the 
authorities in the Notes presents. [sic] Certainly if I am condemned they 
cannot deny that I have good company. 
 In much haste respectfully, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
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1823, 17 Dec. “Conway 17th December 1823. 
Prof. Silliman, Dear Sir, 
 I forwarded the Review of Conybeare & Phillips a week ago & presume 
you will receive it this week by H. Arms [?] one of the seniors at Yale. 
I now enclose my view of Martha’s Vineyard. You will see that the 
observations I made upon that island were very imperfect but the 
interesting nature of the formations induced me to throw together some 
hints on the subject. If you conclude to admit them into the Journal at 
all I should be glad to have them inserted in the next No. But I have 
already deluged you & the public with my geology & botany &c: and have no 
claims I can only say that I should prefer to have that other little 
piece on Trap Tuff &c delayed & this inserted, if both cannot be admitted. 
 Your letter of the 4th instant was duly received. I certainly did 
not expect to have them free of expence. But I intend to offer some of 
them for sale and I want Mr. Converse’s bill to know at what rate to put 
them. 
 Most of the errata that I sent you were inserted in the Journal and 
when I spoke of omissions I did not refer to them. It was merely a few 
remarks which I added by way of apology at the end of the Sketch. From 
the fact that every remark of a religious character was struck out of the 
last part of my Sketch I was inclined to suspect that you did not correct 
it. However I do not complain. 
 I would by no means have my name prefixed to the Review of 
Conybeare & Phillips: and if you think my theoretical remarks are 
improper I am willing to leave it to your discretion to strike them out 
although I suppose you are in the main a Neptunian. I have not seen 
Faber’s remarks in the Christian Observer: but am sorry I did not see 
them previous to the printing of my Sermon at Pittsfield. If I do not 
very much mistake I have sent you one of those Sermons some time ago. 
 I am engaged in a Tract on Unitarianism and will send you one when 
it is printed: though I suppose you do not take as much interest in this 
subject on account of your local situation as those of us who are on the 
frontiers. 
 What a fine geological trip it would be especially for an invalid 
to sail from New Haven in the summer and follow up the coast to New 
Foundland examining the tertiary formations that unquestionably exist 
along that track. It seems to me that such a trip would be both 
interesting & serviceable to American Geology. I foresee (without any 
second sight) that the tertiary formations will be all the ton among us 
for several years. 
 Sincerely & respectfully your humble servant, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 13, photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1824, March 17. “Conway 17th March 1824 
Dear Sir, 
 It becomes painfully necessary for me to begin this letter by 
informing you that it has pleased the Most High after a very distressing 
sickness of fourteen days to remove from us our dear & only son. We 
yesterday committed his remains to # cold bed where they must sleep till 
the resurrection and although we hope that we bow submissively to the 
kind hand that has connected us et as you well know from repeated 
experience the heart must bleed for a season even [torn loss] the will is 
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subdued. That we shall have [torn loss] sympathies I have no doubt. We 
ask sincerely and earnestly also that we may have an interest in your 
prayers that the good intended by God to be effected by this affliction 
may not be lost. 
 And here may I be permitted to suggest that you enjoy one mercy of 
whose value from the nature of the case you may be but imperfectly aware 
(and God grant that you may never be compelled to learn its value by the 
bitter experience of losing it). I mean that you have around you 
physicians of tried skill in whom you can repose very great confidence in 
time of sickness. Can there be a more agonizing state of mind than to see 
a dear friend labouring day after day under disease and be compelled by a 
moral necessity at least to employ physicians in whose professional 
knowledge & skill (however high may be your opinion of the good 
intentions) you have little or no confidence? Even if your opinion is 
unfounded the agony is not thereby relieved. Oh, I do think this one of 
those miseries that admit of no alleviation from any earthly source. But 
I forbear. I say these things strictly inter nos and 
perhaps I have done wrong thus to permit an aching heart to have vent. 
 I received your letter of March 6th in due season and also the same 
day your second package of books, viz. Long’s Expedition, Granville’s 
Penn’s Work, Hayden’s Essays & Greenough’s Geology, all safe and 
uninjured. But I fear I shall disappoint you concerning the proposed 
Review of Buckland, that is I fear I shall not be able to get it ready so 
soon as the 10th April. You well know the heartlessness & indisposition 
to effort that accompany afflictions. However it is necessary to conquer 
such feels if possible and I will do as well as I can and write something 
as soon as I can. Penn’s work is spoken of in the Ed. Review as an effort 
to restore the dark days of geology. I may not have an opportunity to 
return it immediately. 
 In haste yours respectfully & sincerely, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 13. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1824, 28 May. “Conway 28th May 1824 
Dear Sir, 
 I return by the bearer Mr. Hovey the work of Granville Penn: but 
presume to retain the other books you sent me for a time. The truth is I 
have not yet read them all thoroughly: but I should now return them had I 
finished the Review of Buckland. The old difficulty however of which I 
complain to you in almost every letter, viz. poor health & a pressure of 
necessary avocations have delayed me almost beyond measure in preparing 
that review. I have been engaged this spring [in] a new employment, 
buying a place & building an addition to my house, a new business for me 
& one that almost distracts me. I hold myself bound however if possible 
to complete the Review before it is wanted for the Journal. 
 I enclose herewith a copy of my Geology etc. of the Connecticut for 
Yale College Library, requesting you to hand it to the Librarian. I send 
also by Mr. Hovey a few copies to be deposited for sale at Howe & 
Spanding’s [?] bookstore @ $1.25 although I am sensible this is very low 
considering the plates. Yet such things are not very salable and I 
scarcely expect to sell any of them. If you can do it in conscience 
however you will oblige me by mentioning the book to your class in 
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geology & perhaps some of them who have not the Journal might wish to 
obtain it. 
 I suppose you have seen Mr. Eaton’s Geology of the Erie Canal. I 
regret that I am thrown forward into so conspicuous a place in it. You 
will see that my remarks were hasty & desultory. I intended them merely 
to be incorporated with the body of the work if they could furnish any 
assistance & expressly cautioned him against what he has done. Should you 
notice his work in the Journal I wish you could throw in some hint of 
this kind: for I really believe as it is I shall suffer. If I had thought 
myself preparing an essay for such a lace or that I was to be pitted 
against Mr. Eaton as he seems to regard me, I should have taken more 
pains. 
 Respectfully & sincerely yours, 
 
[P.S.} I suppose you do not wish for a copy of my book for your private 
library as you have it all in the Journal & therefore I do not offer you 
one. Should you wish one however you can obtain it by calling at Gen. 
Howes & this shall be your warrant.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1824, Nov. 16. “Conway 16th Nov. 1824 
Respected & Dear Sir, 
 I have given a more extended notice of Mr. Bailly’s paper than I 
had thought of: but I think the subject peculiarly important in this 
country. Should you publish it I am very fearful there will be some 
mistake made by the printer either in the figures or the algebraic 
formulas as some of the letters & characters are rather blind. An error 
of this kind would very much injure the value of the piece to astronomers: 
and if it were possible I should be very glad to see a proof sheet. I 
have no objection [sic] my name should appear as the writer of the notice 
but shall leave that point to your discretion. 
 If I have misnamed the oxide of manganese by calling the red 
species the siliceous oxide I wish you would correct it. I have not 
Cleaveland’s second edition to which I can have access at this time. 
 I intended to have asked your opinion whether the remarks of Mr. 
Eaton upon the Review of Conybeare & Phillips needed from me any reply. 
He evidently misapprehended me in some things: but I wish to avoid 
controversy. 
 Respectfully in haste, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 [In BS hand: “answered Nov 26 1824”] 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 12  
1824, Dec. 13. “Conway 13th Dec. 1824 
Dear Sir, 
 The bearer is Mr. Joseph Ware of this town who received his 
education at Amherst Collegiate Institution and who wishes to enter the 
Theological class at your College. I have advised him to attend your 
lectures on Geology especially. And I should not think it strange if Rev. 
Mr. Boardman of North Haven should wish to come to year you as his 
attention is somewhat excited to the subject. 
 I want very much for a few weeks the copy of Conybeare & Phillips 
Geology of England & Wales in the library of the Geol. Soc. if it could 
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be spared and if it were consistent to let me have it. I expect one of 
the tutors of Amherst College to spend a few weeks with me ere long with 
a view of learning something of geology and I do not know of so good a 
view of the present    state of the science as the Introduction to that 
work presents. Could you send it to me care of S. Wells Esq. Northampton 
it would soon reach me. However if a chance does not fall in your way do 
not be at the trouble of looking one up. 
 Is there any chance for me to send a box of spodumene sil. ox. of 
Manganese indiolite & other minerals occurring in this region to some 
English Geologist and obtain in return specimens of the English rocks as 
described by Phillips & Conybeare? Do you know of any one across the 
water who would be likely to made such an exchange: and f so can you tell 
me in way I can get a box to him? Do you know whether Mr. Phillips 
exchanges minerals? 
 I do not send back by this opportunity Mr. Bailly’s Astronomical 
paper because from your letter recently received I learn you mean to send 
the proof sheet to me to correct and in that case I shall need the paper. 
I have altered some of the characters in the formulas to prevent if 
possible any errors & on that account it could not be easy for you to 
correct the proof if you had the paper in your hands. It is one of those 
cases in which a slight error in the formula or the figures might render 
the whole useless to the practical astronomer. 
 [The following parag. has three large Xs through it, presumably by 
EH himself.] 
 If you have not already inserted my list of localities in the 
Journal you are requested to say concerning the Sparry iron found in 
Plymouth Vermont that it occurs in a large vein two or three feet wide 
near the meeting house and that I had the information from Mr. L. G. 
Clarke. 
 You may recollect I left with you a specimen of a beautiful limpid 
[?] minerals in granite which for the moment you suspected might be 
adiolaria [sic] but which you found upon further examination to match 
quartz. Upon further examination I am tolerably confident it is the 
limpid topaz. I accordingly put down on the next page a short description 
asking you to append it to my list of minerals already sent provided you 
can find time to reexamine the specimen I gave you & find my opinion 
confirmed. In the case of so interesting a mineral which has never been 
credited certainly to this country I should be unwilling to announce it & 
have it prove something else especially since some of the Cambridge folks 
hint that the localities in your Journal are apt to be incorrect. I have 
sent a small specimen to Dr. Webster & if he finds it to be topaz he may 
notice it in his Journal: but I should like to have it appear first in 
yours. If you reexamine it I wish you to state the fact in the Journal. 
 Respectfully & sincerely yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1825, Jan. 24.  “Conway, 24th Jan. 1825 
Dear Sir, 
 I send by Mr. Hovey the proof sheet which was received a few days 
since. I found but very few errors in it, the corrections of which I have 
endeavoured to make intelligible. Had I returned it by mail it might have 
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reached you one or two days sooner but on account of the greater 
certainty of a private opportunity I thought it best to wait. 
 The work of Conybeare & Phillips I have not yet received and if you 
have not forwarded it already you need not do it unless you find a direct 
& convenient opportunity as the young gentleman who has been attending to 
geology with me will soon leave me. He will however be distant but a few 
miles and as he has a good mind and quite a taste for geology I should be 
glad to have him read it. 
 I have just been arranging & labeling my small geological & 
mineralogical collection, the former of which contains about 450 
specimens, and the latter about 750 such as they are. The leading numbers 
on the catalogue designate the species & the subordinate numbers the 
varieties & individual specimens and corresponding numbers are attached 
to the specimens by a paste made according to Dr. Macculloch’s directions 
in your Journal. Along the shelves the names of the species & principal 
varieties are fastened by small nails. I have never seen any cabinet 
arranged exactly according to this plan & therefore I mention it. I have 
recently obtained from Deerfield one end of a hexagonal column of 
greenstone about two feet diameter: and it has occurred to me whether a 
joint would not be disireable [sic] for the Geological Society: But 
really I do not feel able to incur the expence of transporting one of 
them to N. Haven as it would weigh 200 pounds or more. If the Society 
thought it an object enough to defray this expence I would endeavour to 
forward one. It would by no means compare with the joint of basalt in 
your cabinet but the hexagonal form is quite distinct. 
 I have written to Mr. Eaton & trust he will not be offended at my 
remarks. If he should be, I should regret it as it was far from my 
intention. I told him (which is indeed true) that I did not know that I 
was opposing you & other geologists as much as him since I knew not your 
opinion on the subject in question. 
 Sincerely & respectfully, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1825, no date, no salutation [presumably a sheet is missing]  
 “I have no communication for the next No. of the Journal, at least 
none prepared and very few in embryo. Indeed, Sir, I feel as if I had 
nearly done with things of this sort. My bodily complaints have reached 
that point when mental effort is most difficult and I know not which is 
greatest, corporal disability or mental imbecility. I struggle along with 
my professional duties with great difficulty & great deficiencies: and 
were it in my power, I should think it my duty to change my mode of life 
entirely. But what can I do? in what business engage? how support my 
family? I have very little property but am convinced I must soon sink 
irrevocably unless some remedy can be devised to relieve me. Yet I ought 
not to fear for the kind providence that has hitherto blessed me will 
provide. Pardon this disclosure of private trials, not made yet so freely 
even to my wife. I did not intend to trouble you with it. 
 If you can do it without taking one additional step it may be 
interesting to Mr. Hovey to inform him that Mrs. H has recently been 
called to bring her brother Mr. Jay White of Amherst who was cut down by 
the pneumonia typhoides, a disorder that has made havoc with several 
other friends & connections of ours. 
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 Yours respectfully & sincerely, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1826, March 21. “Amherst 21st March 1826 
Sir,   
 To your kind favour of the 19th inst. I have been unable ere this 
to replay for want of time & now I have only a moment by a private 
conveyance. Some of us have been sick almost every moment since we came 
to this place & this with the hurly burly of moving here made my hands 
pretty full. Mrs. H. is now confined & has a little daughter four or five 
days old. She is comfortable as we could expect considering her previous 
indisposition & she desires to [be] affectionately remembered to your 
self & Mrs. S. The weeks we spent at N. Haven are recollected by us, I 
assure you, with a great deal of pleasure. The effect upon my health of 
returning to the north in the winter was bad as I expected it would be. 
 It was not till last night that I have been able to obtain the 
apparatus from Hartford which I obtained at N. Haven, although I have 
strained every nerve to get it up sooner. Of course I have yet done 
nothing in Chemistry. The only thing I now wait for is the articles your 
nephew obtained in N. York & which I have requested him to forward to the 
care of [torn loss] at Hartford as soon as received. You will [torn loss] 
me by naming the thing to him again [torn loss] made through him a 
request to you [torn loss] potassium which I would not have you com[torn 
loss] unless perfectly convenient. Should you [torn loss] to spare it, I 
will thank you to put it in with the N. York articles. 
 I have not yet received the Journal, and I almost tremble to see 
the topaz piece although I have made no new discoveries about it & can 
see no reason why it is not that mineral & many why it is; yet there is 
within me a sort of undefinable impression that it may prove something 
else. If I should fair however my loss would be but small: but if I 
should involve my ‘endorser’ it would be a sad affair. 
 I have many more things to say but have time only to second the 
expressions of gratitude & respect with which I am ever yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
[P.S.] We have adopted Webster’s Brande as our text book.”  
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1826, April 18. “Amherst 18th April 1826 
Dear Sir, 
 I this moment received he potassium you were so good as to send me: 
and while I feel very grateful for this act of kindness I cannot but be 
rather ashamed that I have made you so much trouble. At the time I wrote 
to your nephew on the subject it occurred to me I would write to the 
representative of Congress from this district & request him to call in 
Philadelphia & get the potassium & leave it with you on his return. But 
it did not occur to me how difficult it would b for you to lend me a 
particular quantity. I hope you will excuse the thing as one of my 
blunders. 
 It is really painful to me to hear of your dilemma in regard to the 
Journal. It ought not to be that you should be obliged after having gone 
through the very great labour of completing a decade of volumes without 
any pecuniary compensation. It ought not to be that you should now be 
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compelled to take the whole drudgery & responsibility upon your shoulders. 
Are the public acquainted with the facts on this subject? Do they know 
how much it has cost you to sustain the work? Do they know that it has 
broken down your constitution, as I verily believe it has? If not, it 
seems to me they ought to know it. All that I can do to increase the 
patronage of the work you may depend upon my doing: but yet I am aware 
that I can do but little. In the midst of all the intelligence of which 
this region is so proud, it is very rare to find a man who is willing to 
pay $6. dollars a year for any purely scientific work. I hope, not only 
for the sake of the scientific character of N. England, but also for the 
sake of her religious character that this Journal will not go to 
Philadelphia. For I do believe that when you take away any means of 
knowledge from a people you injure their religion if it be genuine. But 
if the [torn loss] of N. England will suffer such a work as the Journal 
to be taken from them, they deserve to be deluged with ignorance & 
superstition. 
 I received the last No. of the Journal just as I was commencing my 
lectures & have been so incessantly occupied since with them that I have 
read but little of it, not even your piece upon the anthracites. As 
Boniface [?] in the play says in regard to all I eat my chemistry & drink 
my chemistry & sleep upon my chemistry. Any experiments thus far have 
succeeded far beyond my expectations. Not more than one or two 
unimportant ones out of more than fifty have failed. The reflectors of 
radiant caloric although often worked admirably burning phosphorus as far 
as I tried them. 
 The saturated solution of Clambers [?] salts crystallizing suddenly 
on letting in the atmosphere I performed under crystallization & 
explained on the principle that the polarity of the solution was charged 
by admitting the air according to the Art. Crystal. The whole mass was 
instantly crystallized. The fusing mixtures & firing [?] by others 
succeeded well. Yet I have a multitude of difficulties to contend with. I 
have every thing to provide new & to patch up as much as possible and I 
come home almost every night as tired as a farmer. I am amazed that the 
gazometers & tubes connected with them were so wretchedly made by Shelton. 
I presume I found not much short of fifty leakages in them & I believe 
some of the tubes must be given up. The phosphorus put by for me by 
Hotchkiss was miserable stuff, being covered over with -- what? -- I have 
you to say for fear I shall make a mistake & the water [?] in which it is 
contained is converted into acid. My diff. thermometer & one air 
thermometer were broken in coming from N. York. That I am able to get 
along at all with so many difficulties I impart [?] almost entirely to 
your instructions. Those I follow almost without an exception, and two or 
three of your maxims I have always in mind such as -- do not attempt more 
than two lectures a week -- never try an exp. before a class which you 
have not tried beforehand and which you are not sure of success. I find 
however that my health rather fails under my efforts. I hope to have 
wisdom to favour it & to get along. 
 Mr. Hovey will I presume hand you the money for the potassium. If 
he does not I will send it by him when he returns after vacation. I will 
do the same in regard to your nephew (to whom I desire to be remembered) 
if Mr. H. does not settle with him for the articles from N. York. If Lane 
[?] should bring a number of specimens of topaz, I should be glad to get 
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some. I have not much faith however, that you will get many out of him. 
Has any thing yet been said in the papers about our discovery? 
 Mrs. H. is gradually mending through the favour of kind Providence 
and she wishes her respects to be forwarded to yourself and Mrs. Silliman. 
We hope to have an opportunity ere long to return your congratulations. 
 Is the copy of Buckland’s Reliquiae Diluvianae belonging to the 
Geolog. Soc. now at N. Haven? And if so will it be consistent to loan it 
to me some time next summer should I get upon geology? [sic] 
 They have commenced digging for the new chapel here. After all the 
Laboratory is to be put partly under ground. I have warned them as loudly 
& plainly as I can: but they feel too poor to put up a separate building. 
I hope however by urging them still more to get it nearly all above the 
soil. 
 I remain truly & respectfully your obedient servant, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, box 5, folder 14 
1826, July 8.  “Amherst 8th July 1826 
Dear Sir, 
 Mr. Gotting [?], author of a treatise on Chemistry, has issued 
proposals for republishing an English paper entitled The Chemist (of 
which I send the first No.) and at the head of the subscription lis stand 
the names of Drs. Webster and Gorham. I stated the fact to Dr. Webster & 
he says his name has been forged & moreover says Mr. Gotting [?] served 
you in a similar manner some years ago. Mr. G. says some one else 
obtained Webster & Gorham’s names for him & he knows nothing about any 
forgery. He states also that he knows nothing that Dr. W. means in regard 
to his treatment of you. If you have no delicacy on the subject will you 
inform me to what he refers? Will you also give me your opinion 
concerning the merits of the ‘Chemist’ and state whether it has stopped 
in London? Dr. W. says it has 2 years ago. I am in doubt what course to 
take in regard to this business. I cannot encourage it much with my 
present views nor do I feel satisfied it is my duty openly to oppose the 
publication. 
 Co. Graves who sent you some years since an account of a gelatinous 
meteor seen in this place sent to me the other morning to come & examine 
another which had fallen the preceding night. I went & found upon some 
old chips a yellow gelatinous mass a foot in diameter appearing as if it 
had fallen there. I very soon however recognized it as a species of 
fungus which had grown up the night previous & on examination found its 
surface to consist of a membranous covering full of irregular cavities 
like an Helvella with a pulpy substance beneath. I could not persuade the 
Colonel it was a fungus: but I told him to examine the place again, and 
before night two or three others came up & settled the question. There is 
not the least doubt that the gelatinous mass described by Col. Graves in 
the Journal was precisely the same thing mentioned above as the Col. & 
all who said it testify. Thus endeth the chapter on Amherst meteors. 
 I closed my chemical course yesterday. Over the latter part of the 
subject I hurried rapidly and if Providence permit I hope to attend the 
last part of your course that I may be better prepared in future. I 
worked hard & incessantly but was amply repaid by the almost uniform 
success of the experiments: and I have reason for thankfulness that I 
have gone through without receiving scarcely a scratch. I could not 
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succeed in distilling any of the strong hydrofluoric acid. The difficulty 
seems to be that the apparatus made by Shelton is too large as was proved 
by the fact that on turning a small quantity of water into the jar 
containing the materials I obtained acid full strong enough for etching. 
I think of cutting off about half of this jar. Notwithstanding the 
extreme hot weather my health has held out better than I expected. I find 
that one day’s preaching injures me more than a whole week’s work in the 
laboratory. 
 Would an edition of Buckland’s Reliquiae sell in this country if 
reduced in size & style so as to be afforded at one or two dollars? Is 
there a second edition for sale at Howe’s bookstore? 
 I heard sometime since that Mrs. Silliman’s health was feeble. How 
is it now? Our new chapel building is progressing. No news. 
 Yours respectfully, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
[P.S.]  I have not yet received a No. of the Journal for the present 
season though I suppose it must be out ere this.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 15. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1826, 4 Oct. “Amherst 4th October 1826 
Dear Sir, 
 Mr. Charles U. Shepard of this town, who has recently been elected 
professor in a new Medical Institution about to be established in Vermont, 
and who is a candidate for the professorship vacated by the resignation 
of Dr. Dana, at Dartmouth College, would be glad to spend the next term 
with you in your laboratory. [1]And my principal object in writing at 
this time is to enquire whether you can consistently grant him the same 
liberty you gave me the last winter, of taking a peep behind the scenes, 
and witnessing your chemical manipulations. Mr. Shepard, I believe, is 
advantageously known to you, as the author of several mineralogical 
notices in your Journal. He has been giving lectures on natural history 
in Boston the past season. You will find him ardently devoted to physical 
science, and I think you will be pleased with his gentlemanly & amiable 
deportment. By addressing a line to me or him, on the subject, you will 
confer an obligation. 
 My journey to N. York was rather unpleasant on account of poor 
health & excessively hot weather. I accomplished, however, the principal 
objects I had in view, and returned by the way of Albany. 
 I hope, by the leave of Providence, to commence lecturing in 
chemistry in a week or two in the new laboratory, which is approaching to 
completion. I find there is no end to the labour of fitting up the rooms. 
 Respectfully yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
28 Oct. 1827. [Envelope fold above address: “By Mr. G. White”]  
“Amherst 28th October 1827 
Dear Sir, 
 This introduces to your notice Mr. George White, my wife’s brother, 
who goes to N. Haven to attend the Medical Lectures. He was my assistant 
through two courses of Chemical lectures and Mr. Eaton’s through five: & 
two others -- one of Mr. Eaton’s & one of Prof. Dewey’s he has attended -
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- making nine courses in the whole; such as we give. But I trust it will 
be profitable nevertheless to attend yours. You will find him I think 
very well acquainted with chemistry & also with natural history. He is 
very modest & retiring however & will say but little unless it be drawn 
from him. His pecuniary circumstances are such that he will probably need 
credit for a time if that is every your custom: As however he does not 
know how the business should be conducted he has not obtained any 
bondsman. But after going to N. Haven & learning what is wanted he means 
to send back the instrument to get the signature of some responsible 
person who will be perhaps myself or his sister. 
 Some apology may be due for the French leave I took of N. Haven at 
Commencement. The truth was my lectures were to commence the next week & 
I had a great deal of preparation to make & I thought it best to get home 
as soon as possible. Since my return I have been incessantly occupied 
with lectures and recitations & have got pretty well advanced in my 
course. The gentlemen here press me into quarters so narrow that I am 
obliged to labour for a time harder than any man with my constitution 
ought to do. I send you a little abstract of my recitations & lectures 
prepared since I commenced instruction this term in order to try the 
method of instruction by subjects rather than by pages of a text book. So 
far the plan has succeeded finely. I regret however that I could not 
spend more time upon the Abstract. 
 In a little more than a fortnight I shall have a vacation & hope 
then to be able to make out an account of Prof. Olmsted’s Geology of N. 
Carolina & also some little notices of  my mineral tours the past summer. 
But I fear I shall be too late for the next No. of the Journal. Indeed I 
have heretofore broken my promises of the kind so often that by this time 
I presume you do not place much dependence upon them. They typography of 
your last No. of the Journal I perceive is much improved. But this is as 
much as I can say as I have not yet found time to read it. 
 I can get for you if you wish iron filings at Springfield at 10 
cents per pound for any quantity & if you want as much as a hundred they 
will come at only six cents. I mention this because I know you have been 
in the habit of giving much higher I got at Lane’s one mass of topaz 
nearly pure weighing 26 pounds & this was only a part of the original 
mass. I obtained also a large number of small crystals. I think him quite 
reasonable in his charges. 
 The box for Germany is not yet packed though the specimens are laid 
out. I mean to send a large & very good one. I hope to get it out this 
fall. 
 Please to remember me and Mrs. H to your amiable & happy family & 
believe us respectfully & sincerely yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 [On verso, in pencil] “To the Medical Professors. Gentlemen. I wish 
you would accommodate Mr. White as regards his fees. His case is a very 
meritorious one as heretofore explained to me by Prof. Hitchcock & 
deserves indulgence. Yours, B. Silliman, Nov. 1, 1827.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 15. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1827, Nov. 30. “Amherst Nov. 30th 1827 
Dear Sir, 
 I have just packed a box of minerals for you which I shall send 
down the river as soon as possible, probably in a few days, directed to 
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the care of Thos. Th. Brace Esq. whom I shall request to keep them until 
you call for them. It contains from 30 to 40 specimens but as they are 
all labelled it is unnecessary to be more particular. If you can furnish 
me with any of the Haddam minerals even more than one specimen of a kind 
or of foreign specimens, they would be very acceptable. 
 I thank you for your ingenious Address before the Agricultural 
Society. I may be able in a few days to reciprocate the favor, so far as 
pages are concerned: as an address I recently delivered has been called 
for. 
 In haste yours sincerely,” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
30 Dec. 1827. [On envelope fold above the address “By Mr. C. Möller” On 
verso fold in BS hand, in ink, “E. Hitchcock. Answered by Mr. Shepherd 
[sic] from verbal instructions.”  “Amherst 30th Dec. 1827. 
Dear Sir, 
 The bearer is Mr. Charles Möller whose name you will see on our 
Catalogue as instructor in modern languages. He now leaves us however in 
consequence of some dissatisfaction in his class which rendered it 
difficult to proceed with success. We are satisfied that Mr. M. has not 
failed through an imperfect knowledge of the languages he was called to 
teach for there can be no question but he is well versed in French 
Spanish German Danish &c. Nor has he failed for want of a disposition & 
effort to succeed. But partly we believe from not being acquainted with 
the modes of instruction in American Colleges & partly from his previous 
habits of life which have been diplomatic & mercantile. The gentlemen who 
have been under his private tuition speak well of him in that capacity & 
he seems to possess honorable feelings. We feel solicitous for his 
welfare as he is a friendless foreigner. He was born in Norway & has 
resided most of his life in various parts of Europe & S. America. 
 Mr. White has mentioned in his letters that you would answer my 
letter sent my him as soon as the pressure of lectures was over. I do not 
recollect that there was any thing in that letter that particularly 
needed a reply -- indeed I have forgotten what it contained. I have 
however a few enquiries to put at this time which I should be very happy 
to have answered if you can do it by Mr. Shepard when he comes to Amherst. 
 I am constructing some galvanic apparatus and among other things a 
Calorimeter. But I can not satisfy myself as to the mode in which the 
plates are attached to the frame of wood around them and to the tin (or 
zinc?) bars crossing the top. Will you be so good as to request Mr. 
Shepard to examine your Calorimeter before he comes up so as to be able 
to inform me as to these points? If I use plates a foot square ow many 
will it need to make an instrument of size sufficient to exhibit its 
powers respectably? As to Cruikshanks troughs: would there be much use in 
constructing the trough double after Dr. Hare’s plan for pouring the acid 
off & on? Do you know whether the apparatus of Dr. D. [?] Butts with 
semicircular plates answers a good purpose? Since I began to cast my zinc 
plates (a troublesome business by the way) I find that Dr. Hare objects 
strongly to them as being liable to unequal corrosion on account of their 
crystalline texture. Have you had any experience with cast plates? If one 
has a Calorimeter & deflagrator would not common batteries answer equally 
well with small plates for exhibiting decompositions & shocks to a class 
-- say plates from 2 to 4 inches? Can you give me any hints about 
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cementing the plates into the trough that would assist me? I shall not 
attempt to make a deflagrator this year. 
 I am engaged in painting my tables cisterns tubs &c in the 
Laboratory with sulphate of barytes. As I did not care about having the 
paint very white or very fine I made no preparation of the barytes except 
to have it ground in a gypsum mill & then I mix it with drying oil & put 
it on just like the white lead. I think it will answer extremely well. 
Should you like some of the barytes prepared in this way to make the 
experiment I will send you some by Mr. Shepard. I shall hop[e also to 
send by him a sort of analysis of Prof. Olmsted’s Geology of N. Carolina 
for the Journal. It will occupy but a few pages & I hope if you think it 
worthy of insertion it may appear in the next No. I intend also to 
forward some miscellaneous notices of minerals. I am glad to find that 
you get time to enter so largely into the subject of volcanoes. I shall 
look for your farther thoughts with much interest. 
 I am preparing a mercurial cistern of soapstone. I think it will 
answer an admirable purpose. I make use of one face of the block also for 
casting zinc plates with almost entire success. All these processes I 
carry on with my own hands our college is so poor. My health has been 
better the past fall than usual except that I have had a serious attack 
of colic from which I am just recovering. 
 Myself & some others here have got considerably interested in the 
French language of late & I wish to persuade them to subscribe for the 
Revue Encyclopedique. As they have never seen the work you would much 
oblige me if you can loan a number for a few weeks & send it by Mr. 
Shepard. 
 An Agricultural Address of mine is just printed. & I will send you 
one as soon as I can lay my hands on it. Sometime since I saw a notice in 
one of the public papers hat I was elected an honorary member of the Phi 
Beta Kappa of your College. Is this a mere hoax or not? 
 I perceive an advertising notice is abroad stating that Comstock’s 
Mineralogy is used at Yale & Amherst Colleges. Ought we to take any 
measures to correct the statement? 
 Very respectfully yours &c, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
[P.S.] Do you know of any foreigner who could answer for an assistant 
instructor in French & Spanish in our College? We want one soon.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1828, Jan. 21. “Amherst Jany. 21st 1828 
Dear Sir, 
 If you insert the communications I send in the Journal you are at 
liberty to strike out such portions as you think proper. I wish the 
Review to be nameless. You will see I have not copied the extracts I have 
made but enclosed them in a pencil mark in the work itself. The copy I 
send belongs to the Geological Society in whose collection I will thank 
you to deposite [sic] it when you have done with it. 
 I thank you for the information you have communicated relative to 
the galvanic instruments. It has enlightened me on some points of 
importance. I find the construction of these instruments to be a great 
undertaking with the little assistance I can derive from any of our 
artists. 
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 The barytes I do not send because Mr. Shepard cannot carry it. I 
will endeavour to send you a quantity in the course of the winter. 
 The cold weather does not agree with my health & I seem to be 
getting into the wretched state in which you saw me last winter but I am 
struggling with all my might against it. 
 Yours as ever, 
P.S. I shall take the liberty to retain for a time the two Nos. of the 
Revue Encyclopedique you sent me as most of the gentlemen whom I wished 
to see it are out of town.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 15. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1828, June 27. “Amherst June 27th 1828 
Dear Sir, 
 You have not yet got the direction for the agent of the Messrs 
Timmens [?] exactly right. It is Messrs Coudere # & M. Brants, Amsterdam. 
 If I can get time it will give me pleasure to send you drawings of 
the cisterns in my laboratory and the notes upon some other things which 
I alluded to in my last letter. Indeed I had thought of offering 
something of the kind for your Journal. But then considering that I am so 
much of a novis homo in these matters I thought probably I should not 
render much assistance to the science. I have just had a search for 
arsenic in cider brandy suspected to be poisoned. Carbonate of potash & 
sulphate of copper gave a copious precipitate of what appeared to be 
Scheele’s green and nitrate of silver threw down a white or slightly 
yellowish precipitate. But upon a careful trial of all the other 
experiments pertaining to this subject I became satisfied that no arsenic 
was present. I could not get a particle of metallic arsenic nor the 
alliaceous fumes. On putting some ginger into cider brandy it gave the 
same precipitate as the suspected brandy with the cupreous reagent. Hence 
I suspect that ginger is all the poison in it as I tried for # sublimate 
lead & copper. 
 I have heard that you have an invitation to visit the anthracite 
region in Pennsylvania to examine it geologically. Shall you go? and at 
what time? & if you go should you like my company? I have long had my eye 
upon that region & as my health is suffering more than usual this season 
perhaps I could get away to accompany you if it would be pleasant to you. 
If you do not intend to go you need not trouble yourself to answer these 
enquiries. 
 I have just received from Prof. Cordier of Paris an interesting 
memoir on the temperature of the earth in its interior. I have read most 
of it & find it extremely interesting. I do not see but [?] they will 
make out that we live over a mass of liquid fire. I presume that you have 
received the same work & I hope you will let an abstract of it appear as 
early as may be in your Journal. Its bearing upon geology & some other 
sciences is very important. 
 I am now carrying on lectures on Botany & Mineralogy. I find it 
much easier to interest the class with the former than the latter. 
Probably if I had your cabinet I should find it different. I wish you 
would say to Mr. Shepard that I have not yet found time to visit Goshen & 
Chesterfield or to make an further trials upon the peculiar ore I found 
in Goshen nor upon the stilbite ? [sic] from Deerfield. If he has time I 
should like to know how he gets along with his Columbium from 
Chesterfield. 
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 Very respectfully yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1828, Aug. 7. “Amherst August 7th 1828 
Dear Sir, 
 I take the liberty to interrupt you long enough to attend to an 
enquiry I have to make in relation to a particular mode of whitewashing 
which I understand you have used. It is made by using skimmed milk 
instead of water to mix with the lime & if desired to give it a yellow 
tinge buy adding either sulphate of iron or French yellow. It was 
mentioned to me by Prof. Olmsted and I have used it the present season 
quite extensively upon wooden buildings. But the enquiry I wish to make 
of you is whether it answers well for brick and stone buildings as I was 
told you had employed it upon your house. We should be glad to have our 
colleges painted white especially the new one, but are too poor to do it 
with oil paints. Any information you can give us in relation to this 
whitewash will be very thankfully received. 
 The Junior Class in this College have translated and are printing 
the Essay of Prof. Cordier which I mentioned in my last letter. It will 
be out in two or three weeks in a duodecimo of 90 pages and the class 
will present you with a copy. Although Cordier’s theoretical views may 
not entirely coincide with your own yet I think you will be pleased with 
the able manner in which he has discussed the subject of subterranean 
heat and with the great mass of facts he has brought forward to prove an 
increase of heat in the earth in descending into it. Will you admit into 
your Journal (the next No.) a short abstract of this work? Or will you 
give some account of it yourself? In either case if you are pleased with 
the execution of the translation a few commendatory remarks from you 
would be received with thankfulness by the class and might help them to 
sell enough of the copies so as not to make the expence of printing very 
burdensome. I set them about the business in order to excite some 
interest in geology which drags rather heavily in this college. I assure 
you that the labour of making the translation is not small particularly 
as there are so many results to be changed from French weights and 
measures into English. 
 I suppose you are progressing with your work on chemistry. When 
will you print it? Shall you permit it to be used in other institutions 
besides Yale? 
 Why can you not break away from your studies long enough to come & 
attend our Commencement? We should all be happy to see you & doubtless 
the ride would promote your health if the performances did not gratify 
your taste. 
 Respectfully & sincerely yours, 
 Edward Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 15. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1828, Aug. 16. “Amherst 16th August 1828 
Dear Sir, 
 There will be only two weeks of our vacation remaining after your 
Commencement. But I can probably make arrangements with some of the 
gentlemen here to take my recitations for a week or so at the beginning 
of the next term, though such an arrangement cannot be continued long as 
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my chemical lectures ought to commence with the term since the time of 
their continuance is limited. Could we accomplish the tour to the mines 
in three weeks provided I should be in N. Haven to start immediately 
after commencement? Should you take a public conveyance or a private one? 
What route should you take to reach Wilkesbarre? If I should go on before 
you across the country at what time could you meet me there? If you will 
drop me a line in answer to these enquiries I will give you timely notice 
of my decision. I think I can go, certainly I shall try hard for it. 
 Cordier’s Essay will be out in ten days. It is all translated, no 
small job neither. 
 I suppose a rebellion in so large an Institution as Yale is as 
necessary now & then to clear away the rubbish  & bad air of a College as 
volcanoes & thunder are to purify the atmosphere. I believe that the 
theory of John Calvin explains the cause of such rebellions better than 
Cordier or Scrope or Danberry have done in respect to volcanoes. I trust 
that your atmosphere will be much more clear & pleasant since the 
eruption. 
 Respectfully yours,” 
 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1829, Jan. 8. [This letter is too neat to be Edward’s, and punctuation 
not his. Probably OWH?]  “Amherst Jan. 8th 1829 
Dear Sir, 
 I thank you for your handsome notice of Cordier’s Essay. In 
requesting a notice however I had no intention of fishing for a personal 
compliment. Thanks you also for your introductory lecture. By the 
pamphlets I send, you will see I am still dabbling in theology, & have 
even ventured into the polemic field. I do not expect, however, that you 
will submit to the labour of wading through these publications, but they 
may be serviceable to hand over to some of your theological friends. 
 I wish to know when the remainder of your chemical work will be out. 
Might not an interesting article for the North American review be made 
out, upon the history of American Chemistry? Mr. Everett having requested 
me to prepare an article connected with the science of this country, the 
thought occurred to me, that if health and time should permit, I might 
take up the subject as a review of your forthcoming work, that of Dr. 
Hare, &c. 
 I should have sent you at this time a description & minute specimen 
of American Tin, were I not suffering with a severe & protracted attack 
of Influenza. 
 By your Journal just received, I notice with pain, the death of Mr. 
Bowen, but it becomes us who are older and who have already felt our 
frail tabernacle repeatedly shaken, to heed the warning note for 
preparation, which Providence gives rather than repine. It is gratifying 
to learn that he died in faith, and I rejoice that you had the courage to 
announce the fact in the Journal. 
 Will you present my respects to Mr. Shepard and request him, if he 
visits Amherst this winter to call at Gen. Howe’s & ascertain how much of 
my bill remains unpaid? 
 Sincerely yours, E. Hitchcock [not EH hand]” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
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1829, April 1.  “Amherst April 1st 1829. 
Dear Sir, 
 You may suppose that I intended to reply to your request concerning 
the Review of Bakewell in my letter which contained an account of the 
Goshen Tin. But I had not then received your last letter. The truth is I 
had promised the editor of the Spectator to review Scrope on Volcanoes & 
Cordier’s Essay on Temperature, and I was going merely to give an account 
of the new theories on geology that have recently appeared with their 
bearing upon religion. Bakewell I had not thought of including nor was it 
published when I made the promise. But upon consideration I think it will 
come into my plan very well and also your Lectures which unless you 
object I shall put down on the Review as a distinct work. 
 I hope to get this Review ready for the next No. of the Spectator: 
but at present I am lecturing at the rate of six lectures per week & have 
seven recitations. The pressure I hope however will be over soon. In 
haste with much respect &c. E. Hitchcock” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1829, May 12.  “New York May 12th 1829 
Dear Sir, 
 I did not see Mr. Featherstonehaugh til last evening when he 
introduced the subject of the new Journal. And I write to you principally 
to say that he has not yet received your letter on the subject. He 
professed to be very friendly to you & readily acknowledged how much was 
due to you for your exertions in respect to your Journal & how unwilling 
he & his associates should be to do any thing to injure your Journal or 
your feelings. I urged the the probably impossibility of two journals 
succeeding & the importance of having some agreement with you if the work 
must go on: and I suspect they would be ready here to make you an offer 
for the work if they thought you would dispose of it to them. But they 
seem to think that this must be the place from whence it should issue. I 
have not heard any other of the savans here say any thing on the subject 
but doubt not that I shall. 
 We had some powerful speaking today on the subject of the sabbath 
by Dr. Beecher & others. This afternoon ten or twelve thousand members of 
the Sabbath school were collected in Castle Garden. These scenes cause 
Christians to thank God & take courage. 
 Yours &c, E. Hitchcock” 
 
Box 5, folder 15. Photocopy, Historial Soc. of Penna. 
1829, Aug. 1. “Amherst August 1st 1829 
Dear Sir, 
 I made some hasty suggestions the other day with a pencil upon the 
sheets of your Chemical work which you sent me & returned it by mail, 
that is, the last packet you sent me. The first I have retained. Extra 
labors the present season have very much prostrated me & my eyes 
especially have suffered severely. This was the reason that I could not 
give your sheets a more thorough examination. I trust you will understand 
my criticisms: that is, their object. I object to every thing to which I 
can find an objection without having determined in all cases my own mind 
that the criticism is well founded. But I throw it out & leave you to 
make as much of it as it is worth. I trust however that I need make no 
explanations on this subject. 
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 I have strong objections to the arrangement of your book as 
explained in the Introduction. It is not because I have any particular 
attachment to the theoretical views adopted by Ure [?], Davy, Brande &c 
but simply because the division of the simple bodies according to their 
electrical characters and arranging them in a few natural subdivisions 
according to their physical characters (exigr. gases – non-metallic 
metals) possess in my opinion an immense advantage over every other 
method so far as the instruction of tyros is concerned. I adopt this 
opinion partly perhaps from the effect of learning the subject myself 
according to both these arrangements. Early in life I studied the subject 
according to the old method of arrangement & after an interval of many 
years took it up with the help of the clew I have mentioned & it seemed 
to me like getting out of chaos into order. I do not mean to characterize 
your arrangement as old because I am aware you have the countenance of 
some of the latest and ablest writers. What I object to is the want of 
that simplicity of arrangement which furnishes so great a help to the 
student, particularly in recitations. Notwithstanding this objection 
however I am satisfied from what I know of you & what I have seen of your 
book that I shall wish to make it a text book in our College. I thought 
it best to [be] explicit in regard to my objection in order that I might 
enquire whether you would not be willing to insert an index of 3 or 4 
pages at the end in which the subjects are arranged according to 
Webster’s Manual referring to the pages in your book where they are 
treated of? This would greatly assist me in recitations in the class. 
Indeed it would nearly do away with my objection to your arrangement 
since I could give out the recitations according to the little Abstract I 
published a year or two ago. 
 Will your book be out so that we could use it here next term which 
commences about the 20th September? 
 I perceive that you have come out with a strong hand concerning the 
Journal & I am glad of it. As soon as the community understand the real 
ground of the difficulty, I doubt not they will answer your appeal 
promptly. Whether I shall get you any additional subscribers I do not 
know but I feel it to be my duty to try. 
 We have just got out a Catalogue of Plants growing in this vicinity, 
a copy of which I will send by the first private opportunity.  
 I mean to propose if you have no objection to have your edition of 
Bakewell put down on our Catalogue as a text book in Geology. 
 Respectfully yours &c, 
 Edward Hitchcock 
P.S. Would you like for the Journal a drawing or two in each No. of some 
plants growing in this region? I have a few of this kind which are very 
well done & would send them with short notices if you thought it worth a 
while [sic] to be at the expence [sic] of having them well done. If not 
well done they would be of no use.” 
 
EH to BS, Box 5, folder 14 
1829, Aug. 17.   “Amherst 17th August 1829. 
Dear Sir, 
 There was no necessity that you should trouble yourself to give me 
the reasons why you did not adopt in certain cases my suggested 
corrections. For your last two letters however I thank you. 



Page 40 of 41 
 

 
 The two last sheets I did not return because I saw no alterations 
of importance which appeared to me desireable [sic]. 
 In regard to the proofs I wish to say that I do not receive them 
till about sun down & then they must be returned by the next morning’s 
mail or they will be too late. But such is the state of my eyes that it 
is quite out of the question about reading at all in the evening. Hence I 
do not find time to look at the proofs except to glance at them in the 
morning. In this way I am satisfied that I cannot make any suggestions 
that will be of importance enough to pay for the trouble of sending them. 
The expence also must be considerable. I am willing to do any thing I can 
to help you, but really in this case I think you had better conclude to 
follow your own judgment & I doubt not those concerned will be satisfied. 
I have seen enough of your work to be satisfied that it will be vastly 
preferable to Dr. Webster’s in our College. But since I last wrote you 
some difficulties have occurred to me in regard to its open introduction 
the next term. I find that our booksellers here supposing Webster’s work 
would be used have purchased copies enough for the next class & I doubt 
whether I am not bound to give them an opportunity to sell them. I find 
too that Dr. Webster (agreeable to my assent) has mentioned on the title 
page that his work is a text book here. It might be indecorous therefore 
so soon to substitute another of your works into the lass the next term 
which would prepare the way for its full introduction the subsequent year 
 In regard to the drawings of plants, I am in no hurry to have them 
done nor do I really know whether they are of importance enough to 
justify the expence of engraving & colouring them. Two of them for 
example are drawings of two plants (species of Malaxis) thought by some 
of our best botanists to be distinct species but considered varieties by 
others. The object would be just to let botanists abroad have the 
advantage of accurate drawings in order to judge of this point. A third 
is a drawing of a species of Hypericum not very uncommon in our country 
but not described by any writer on the plants of this country. A fourth 
is the only wild species of pink growing in our country. I should like to 
have you ask the opinion of Dr. Ives & Mr. Shepard about putting them 
into your Journal. If you think one or two of them would make a good 
appearance there occasionally they are at your service though I care very 
little what is done with them. 
 I have obtained one new subscriber to your Journal (Mr. Snell 
teacher in our College) & hope ere long I shall get more. Mr. Snell will 
I think be a permanent subscriber because he has a taste for science. 
 Respectfully yours &c, 
 E. Hitchcock 
[P. S.] I think I have found the Gehlenite [torn loss] this region but 
dare not yet announce it. 
 
................... 
 
 
1 Websters identifies Sillimanite as Fibrolite. 
[1] 
identify Shepard 
 
--------------- 
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