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The Past The Present 



Thomas Cole
1804-1848



Thomas Cole, Daniel Boone at His Cabin at Great Osage Lake, 1826



Thomas Cole

Daniel Boone at His Cabin, 1826

Salvator Rosa

Landscape with Hermit, c.1662



Thomas Cole, Landscape (Genzano di Roma), 1832



Thomas Cole

Landscape (Genzano di Roma)

1832



Thomas Cole, Medieval Landscape, 1838



Cedar Grove
Thomas Cole’s house

Catskill, New York 



Cedar Grove
Thomas Cole’s house

Catskill, New York 



The Course of Empire 1835-36



Edward Greene Malbone, Peter Gerard Stuyvesant, c.1803



Edward Greene Malbone

Peter Gerard Stuyvesant (1778-1847)

c. 1803

Unknown

Petrus Stuyvesant (ca. 1612-1672)

c.1660



February 1, 1838

“I have fully reflected upon your proposition; 

and, as I prefer having something very valuable, 

I wish you to proceed with the two

pictures of the size of Mr.

Van Rensselaer’s, not doubting

they will give Mrs. S. and myself

full satisfaction.”



I am gratified that you have given me a more ample commission than your 

previous one, and I assure you, that I shall avail myself of the opportunity of 

endeavoring to produce what will be satisfactory.  I have not yet commenced, 

and indeed cannot promise to execute your pictures for several months, in 

consequence of previous commissions.

You express a desire to have a subject that will 

embrace two pictures.  I am happy to find 

subjects of this kind attractive.  They give more 

scope for poetical invention, and are, perhaps, 

more capable of sentiment than subjects 

requiring only a single canvas.  But then they 

require more labor and study in the execution.  

If you determine on having pictures of this 

kind, I think I can find a subject both expressive 

and pictorial.



The Past The Present 



Thomas Cole
The Present, 1838

Louis Jacques Mand Daguerre (1787-1851)

The Ruins of Holyrood Chapel, c. 1824



The Past and The Present

This might be American scenery—In a primeval 

wilderness—with Indians—the same under the hand of 

civilization—but a better illustration would be a Temple 

or city of ancient Greece or Italy in its glory—

sacrifices and processions.  The same in a state of 

ruins.  Perhaps Paestum would do—the American might 

be past, present & future—

Thomas Cole sketchbook, 1827



Sketch for “The Present” 

Sketch for “The Past” 



Thomas Cole, Sketch for “The Past,” 1838



Thomas Cole, Sketch for Knight for "The Past,“ 1838 



Thomas Cole, The Past, 1838



Thomas Cole, Sketch for “The Present,” 1838



Thomas Cole, The Present, 1838



Joseph Mallord William Turner (1775-1851)
The Burning of the Houses of Lords and Commons, 16th October, 1834, 1835



Turner (1775-1851)
The Burning of the Houses of

Lords and Commons
1835

Eugène Delacroix (1789-1863)
The Barque of Dante

1822





New York  Fire of 1835



Thomas Cole, The Present, 1838





Thomas Cole to Asher B. Durand, August [date?] 1838

“There is at this moment a grand but 

distressing sight from our grove. The city of 

Hudson is enveloped in flames.  A dreadful fire 

has been raging there all afternoon & it must 

have destroyed a great part of the City. . . .”









Stuyvesant to (developer) Samuel Ruggles, February 1838

It appears to me the whole community has made 
a strike, engagements and positive stipulations are 
at naught—individuals cannot from their present 
position make good or fulfill promises entered 
into with the most scrupulous  fidelity.



Peter Gerard Stuyvesant (1778-1847)
c. 1803

Petrus Stuyvesant (ca. 1612-1672)
c. 1660 





Stuyvesant Institute

659 Broadway

New building in 1837 and home of NYHS



Stuyvesant Institute
659 Broadway 

St. Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery 

Inset of 
Manhattan and 
Environs, 1847

Stuyvesant Home
621 Broadway 







The Past The Present 


