Mission of The Charles Drew Health Professions Society of Amherst College 

Founded in 1992, the Charles Drew Pre-Medical Society was originally established to act as a support group for minority students who are interested in pursuing a medical career. The motivation for establishing the Society was due to the high percentage of minority students who entered Amherst College desiring to graduate as pre-meds, only to later give up this pursuit. 
A large portion of students discontinued the pre-med track due to many factors, including the lack of support and guidance they received from experienced upperclassmen, and the deficiency in support and interest from the faculty of the science departments. 

The Society, in its current manifestation, has extended membership to all Amherst students, regardless of racial, socioeconomic, and sexual backgrounds. In addition, we have decided to revise the name of this student organization from the Pre-Medical Society to The Charles Drew Health Professions Society of Amherst College, in order to fairly represent and mentor students interested in all the health professions—including but not limited to medicine, dentistry, nursing, veterinary medicine, public health, biomedical research, physical therapy, and psychology. 
The Health Professions Society’s main goal is to encourage and support students’ desire to be successful in their pursuit of the health professions by maintaining a strong community of pre-health students and facilitating networks of students, faculty and health professionals. 

Plans to serve the student body

We wish to establish a more flexible and open line of communication between students and faculty. We will do this by organizing a bi-semester panel of members of the pre-health advisory board (faculty) and health professionals to answer questions that pre-health students may have about the graduate school application process or about specific health careers. 

In addition, we expand the network between students, faculty and health professionals and facilitate the interactions between them by organizing networking and informational dinners and other social activities. As students meet both professors and professionals, they add helpful contacts to their personal network who may host them for future research and shadowing opportunities.  
In order to maintain a supportive community amongst pre-health students, we will also organize panels with upperclassmen who have experienced first-hand the health graduate school application process and who have learned tricks along the way. This will enable underclassmen to hear true accounts of what they will encounter on their path to graduate school, ways to overcome possible obstacles, and gain access to mentors who may serve as general guides through the pre-health path.

Working with the college's pre-medical advisor (Dean Carolyn Bassett of the Career Center) and other faculty, we will assist students in obtaining internships and job opportunities in the summer, and possible volunteer opportunities during the academic year. We will also plan outings to various health graduate schools in order for students to obtain a hands-on access to life, work, and the admissions process in graduate schools. Similarly, we will assist students by bringing in speakers to Amherst who will further enlighten the Amherst pre-health community. 

The Charles Drew Health Professions Society is an essential contribution to the Amherst College community. The society will help maintain the success of Amherst--an institution that prides itself in providing support and opportunities to advance for its student body—by preparing a large and diverse community of students for careers in health. 
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