
 

With funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Amherst College is able 
to offer a tutorial project designed to strengthen opportunities for student-
faculty research collaboration in the social sciences and humanities. The project 
seeks to develop and offer approximately six tutorials per year, small-group     
experiences based on the research of  Amherst Faculty. These tutorials are       
designed to enable students to engage in meaningful, substantive research with 
faculty before their senior year.  

 

By exploring how different scholars approach a topic, students will learn to 
frame a research question, develop research strategies, and identify and use 
sources, be they archival, textual, electronic, human, or artifact. The tutorials   
facilitate the student’s engagement with a research topic that dovetails closely 
with the scholarly interests of  the faculty mentor. In some cases, the faculty 
mentor’s project may lend itself  to faculty-student collaboration; in others,     
participating students will explore related questions, with the potential that the 
work of  faculty mentor and student can each enrich the other.  

 

Students who enroll in these courses will be designated Mellon Research Fellows 
and will be eligible for research support during the summer to continue the     
research projects they began with their tutorial instructors. 
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Continue on to read more about courses being offered this Spring……….. 
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Suicide Protest   COLQ 232     Professor Poe 

Cultural Agency:  Dance, Democracy and Tourism in Bahia, Brazil
    COLQ 230  Professor Suárez 
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This tutorial offers an intensive introduction to writings of contemporary democracy, tourism 
studies, and cultural agency in Latin America. We will study the role that African dance in  Ba-
hia, Brazil plays in the dynamics of social and political inclusion of marginal lives.  Examining 
the works of cultural agents in Latin American contemporary history, we will interrogate the 
definition and function of cultural agency set within the context of contemporary discourses of 
democracy.  Is democracy an empty buzz-word that re-defines the Brazilian nation internation-
ally without really reshaping the everyday lives of individuals locally? What role do tourism and 
the arts play in creating venues for cultural inclusion? Is cultural inclusion synonymous with 
political insertion? How does violence preclude or propel political change?   Within that frame, 
the working goal of the tutorial is to help students identify a researchable topic, master the liter-
ature presented by the professor (this includes original interviews and videos), develop a viable 
research design, and become comfortable with the process of academic research, synthesis, and organization. During the 
seminar, each student will develop a detailed prospectus for a research project. This course is part of a new model of tutori-
als at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in substantive research with faculty.  Proficiency in Spanish and/or 
Portuguese highly  welcomed, but not necessary.   

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.     Enrollment will be limited to 6.  

Interested students should contact Professor Suarez for an interview.  Preference will be given to students who have taken a class with 

Professor Suarez, or who are interested in continued study in Brazil, Black Studies, Diaspora, and/or Latin American Dance movements. 

This course will engage current debates on the place of suicide protest in affecting political change. 

Recent events--from self-immolations in the Arab Spring, to hunger strikes in Turkey and India, to 

public suicides in China, Tibet, and Greece--have revealed that suicide can be a significant mode of 

protest. Yet despite the public attention these events have claimed, there has been too little consid-

eration of whether and how suicide constitutes a unique form of social and political protest. How 

does “suicide protest” work politically to mobilize support or to incite hostility? Are different 

forms of suicide protest useful for different sorts of political ends? What are the psychological 

grounds on which suicide protest affects populations? Does the speed of the method of suicide 

(rapid, as with self-immolation or slow, as with fasting) produce different outcomes? In what re-

spects is suicide protest non-violent? How, if at all, is suicide protest normatively distinct from sui-

cide terror? Using these questions as guides, this course is designed to introduce students to suicide 

protest as an area of important current academic research. The course will be organized to help 

students to theorize such political violence, fostering understandings of how research on this topic can be framed, as well as 

identifying new pathways for further exploration. This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Amherst designed to ena-

ble students to engage in substantive and collaborative research with faculty. Open to Sophomores and Juniors. 

Enrollment will be limited to 6.    Admission with consent of the instructor.  
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America’s Death Penalty   COLQ 234  Professor Sarat 

The United States, almost alone among constitutional democracies, retains death as 

a criminal punishment. It does so in the face of growing international pressure for 

abolition and of evidence that the system for deciding who lives and who dies is 

fraught with error. This seminar is designed to expose students to America’s death 

penalty as a researchable subject. It will be organized to help students understand how 

research is framed in this area, analyze theories and approaches of death penalty 

researchers, and identify open questions and most promising lines of future re-

search. It will focus on the following dimensions of America’s death penalty: its 

history, current status, public support/opposition, the processing of capital cases in 

the criminal justice system, race and capital punishment, and its impact and efficacy. 

During the seminar, each student will develop a prospectus for a research project 

on America’s death penalty. This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Am-

herst designed to enable students to engage in substantive and collaborative re-

search with faculty.   

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.    Enrollment will be limited to 6.   
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Art, Things, Spaces, and Places from the Renaissance to the 
Enlightenment   COLQ 236  Professor Courtright 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to research on lived environments 

from the Renaissance to the Enlightenment, the architecture that shaped them and the art 

and objects that they contained. We will explore research strategies that are most useful in 

understanding the forces that explain change in the four hundred years marking the begin-

ning of the Renaissance to the Enlightenment in Europe and England. We will examine 

work on families from a variety of social classes who joined forces through marriage and 

other alliances and the process through which they acquired and passed on precious     

objects, furniture, paintings, and sculpture embedded with meanings from their origins.  

How can we go about understanding how the construction of homes defined their inhab-

itants’ status, their political allegiance, their spirituality, and their place in the world? How 

can we best analyze the significance of the ways they adorned their domiciles with family portraits, tapestries, 

wall paintings, religious prints and icons, beds, marriage chests, silverware and jewelry? 

This course will give students tools to conduct their own research about why and how domiciles and their  

contents expressed meaning for their inhabitants and society, and how we in the 21st century might come to 

understand these relics of the past.  As the culmination of the course each student will choose a topic--

anywhere from exploring  special qualities found in a single object or work of art in a domicile to identifying 

unusual properties in architecture of a palace with a public function--and develop a prospectus for a research 

project.   

This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in substantive 

and collaborative research with faculty.  It is open to sophomores and juniors interested in research. 

 

Enrollment will be limited to 6.    Admission with consent of the instructor. 
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The Senses in Motion   COLQ 237      Professor Gilpin 

This course is focused on developing research skills within a multidisciplinary and internation-

al context. We will begin with the question debated by neurologists and others: What  consti-

tutes a sense? Aristotle identified the five senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste, but 

research in many fields identifies a number of additional senses that include nociception (the 

sense of pain), the sense of time, equilibrioception (the sense of balance), proprioception (the 

sense of where your body is in space), kinesthesia (the sense of joint and muscle motion and 

acceleration), thermoception (the sense of temperature differences), and magnetoception (the 

sense of direction), as well as the interoceptive senses (the internal senses of    respiration, 

heartbeat, hunger, and the need for digestive elimination), among others. 

We will investigate the properties and functions of the senses and sensory systems from a variety of disciplinary 

perspectives including neuroscience, psychology, philosophy of perception, critical theory, literature, performance, 

architecture, and the visual and electronic arts. We will study moments of aberration, when the senses offer unex-

pected or unanticipated information, and explore how that often fluid information can contribute to knowledge. 

Some say the senses offer us information that is only an illusion: we will explore the ways in which illusions are 

generated and transformed, and the ways in which they can generate further materials to help us develop 

knowledge about our dynamic experience in the world. 

Throughout, we will identify strategies for framing research questions, for gathering and digesting research materi-

als from various sources, and for employing this research in projects of writing and creation according to individu-

al student interest. We will examine how writers, artists, dancers, performers, filmmakers, and architects employ 

research in the development of their work, and students will articulate the ways in which they can perform their 

research in writing, performance, design, and the visual and electronic arts according to their own interests and 

experience. To end the semester, each student will propose a topic and develop a prospectus for an original re-

search project. This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in 

substantive and collaborative research with faculty.  

 Open to Sophomores and Juniors.   Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

 

Admission with consent of the instructor.  Interested students must attend the first class meeting. 

Continue for more  

Tutorials 
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In this Mellon Seminar, we will  focus on one particular place – New England – in one historical moment, King 
Philip’s War (1675-8). We will explore the intersections of colonial American and Native American histories,  
relationships of exchange, and the breakdown in reciprocal relations that led to violent conflict. While learning 
about the war as a whole, the seminar will  unravel multiple perspectives regarding the “end of the war.” Review-
ing maps, documents, and place names, we will consider how “where” we stand impacts how we “see” the war 
and its “end.” Then, we will investigate whether the digital world might offer possibilities for presenting and rep-
resenting these multiple points-of-view, considering how we might engage readers and researchers in multiple 
strands of inquiry through a rhizomatic, relational structure. This open-ended process of reading and writing, 
which lends itself to the web, is also reflective of  Indigenous oral traditions, a key framework for our collabora-
tive work. 

Students will work with primary documents (manuscripts, print texts and maps), and consider the network of 
people and places that can extend from a single document. They will pursue active, engaged research in primary 
and secondary texts. However, they will also have the opportunity to engage with contemporary historians and 
tribal communities who have studied this war closely. While assisting with research for 
the final chapter of an ongoing book project, students will also have the opportunity to 
design a website that will  extend the life of the book beyond the printed page. 

This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students 

to engage in substantive research with faculty. 

 

 Open to Sophomores and Juniors Only.  Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

The Place of  Memory: Engaging in History in the Digital World 
    COLQ 239     Professor Brooks 
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This course is part of a new model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students 

to engage in substantive research with faculty.  The objective of the tutorial is to      

expose students to various aspects of academic research:  identify a researchable topic, 

master the relevant literature, develop a viable research design, learn to formulate  

causal arguments and address rival hypotheses, become comfortable with the academic 

practice of revising and resubmitting, etc.  Each student is free to choose his or her 

topic of inquiry, after close consultation with me and other participants.  Students are 

expected to work sometimes independently , other times in teams. We will meet      

frequently to discuss progress. Some assignments will be common to the group as a 

whole, other assignments will be individualized, based on each student’s interests and 

skills.   At various points during the semester, students should also be prepared to 

share their work, orally or in writing, with everyone else in the course.  I too will share 

drafts of some of my work for       discussion.  Final requirements will vary depending on the selected project and 

may include:  developing a thesis prospectus; writing a literature review; researching a topic in close collaboration 

with me; collecting, analyzing and presenting data.        

 

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.        Enrollment will be limited to 6.          

Preference will be given to students who have taken at least once course with me. 

          

Advanced Topics in Latin America’s Political Economy    
   COLQ 333     Professor Corrales 

Continue to find out 

about the upcoming 

Information Session….. 
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At tend the  pre - reg is t ra t ion  in format ion sess ion 
about  these smal l ,  research - in tensive  seminars:

Facul ty and s tudents  w i l l  share  the i r  exper iences 
in  previous  courses,  descr ibe  “Mel lon  Scholar”  

summer  research,  and answ er  your  quest ions 

N EW  SPR IN G ’ 1 5  SEM IN AR S AN N O U N C ED !  P IZ Z A PR O VIDED!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

7:00 PM FROST LIBRARY
PERIODICALS READING ROOM

research your options
take a Mellon seminar



  

With generous support from  

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

Watch for these courses to 

appear in the on-line catalogue. 


