
 

With funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Amherst College is able 
to offer a tutorial project designed to strengthen opportunities for student-
faculty research collaboration in the social sciences and humanities. The project 
seeks to develop and offer approximately six tutorials per year, small-group     
experiences based on the research of  Amherst Faculty. These tutorials are       
designed to enable students to engage in meaningful, substantive research with 
faculty before their senior year.  

 

By exploring how different scholars approach a topic, students will learn to 
frame a research question, develop research strategies, and identify and use 
sources, be they archival, textual, electronic, human, or artifact. The tutorials   
facilitate the student’s engagement with a research topic that dovetails closely 
with the scholarly interests of  the faculty mentor. In some cases, the faculty 
mentor’s project may lend itself  to faculty-student collaboration; in others,     
participating students will explore related questions, with the potential that the 
work of  faculty mentor and student can each enrich the other.  

 

Students who enroll in these courses will be designated Mellon Research Fellows 
and will be eligible for research support during the summer to continue the     
research projects they began with their tutorial instructors. 
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MELLON  TUTORIALS 

America’s Death Penalty   COLQ 234  Professor Sarat 

The United States, almost alone among constitutional democracies, retains death as a 

criminal punishment. It does so in the face of growing international pressure for 

abolition and of evidence that the system for deciding who lives and who dies is 

fraught with error. This seminar is designed to expose students to America’s death 

penalty as a researchable subject. It will be organized to help students understand how 

research is framed in this area, analyze theories and approaches of death penalty re-

searchers, and identify open questions and most promising lines of future research. It 

will focus on the following dimensions of America’s death penalty: its history, cur-

rent status, public support/opposition, the processing of capital cases in the criminal 

justice system, race and capital punishment, and its impact and efficacy. During the 

seminar, each student will develop a prospectus for a research project on America’s 

death penalty. This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to ena-

ble students to engage in substantive research with faculty.   

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.    Enrollment will be limited to 6.   
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MELLON TUTORIALS 

The Senses in Motion   COLQ 237      Professor Gilpin 

This course is focused on developing research skills within a multidisciplinary and internation-

al context. We will begin with the question debated by neurologists and others: What  consti-

tutes a sense? Aristotle identified the five senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste, but 

research in many fields identifies a number of additional senses that include nociception (the 

sense of pain), the sense of time, equilibrioception (the sense of balance), proprioception (the 

sense of where your body is in space), kinesthesia (the sense of joint and muscle motion and 

acceleration), thermoception (the sense of temperature differences), and magnetoception (the 

sense of direction), as well as the interoceptive senses (the internal senses of respiration, heart-

beat, hunger, and the need for digestive elimination), among others. 

We will investigate the properties and functions of the senses and sensory systems from a variety of disciplinary 

perspectives including neuroscience, psychology, philosophy of perception, critical theory, literature, performance, 

architecture, and the visual and electronic arts. We will study moments of aberration, when the senses offer unex-

pected or unanticipated information, and explore how that often fluid information can contribute to knowledge. 

Some say the senses offer us information that is only an illusion: we will explore the ways in which illusions are 

generated and transformed, and the ways in which they can generate further materials to help us develop 

knowledge about our dynamic experience in the world. 

Throughout, we will identify strategies for framing research questions, for gathering and digesting research materi-

als from various sources, and for employing this research in projects of writing and creation according to individu-

al student interest. We will examine how writers, artists, dancers, performers, filmmakers, and architects employ 

research in the development of their work, and students will articulate the ways in which they can perform their 

research in writing, performance, design, and the visual and electronic arts according to their own interests and 

experience. To end the semester, each student will propose a topic and develop a prospectus for an original re-

search project. This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in sub-

stantive research with faculty.  

  

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.   Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

 

Continue for more  

Tutorials 
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The destructive capabilities of war weapons expanded exponentially in the twentieth century, from the advent of 

aerial bombing and gas attacks through the threat of nuclear annihilation.  As the targeting of civilians became ac-

cepted military practice and the lines between battlefield and home front blurred, the question of how ordinary 

people could prepare for the unimaginable became the focus of heated public debate.  This Mellon research semi-

nar investigates the changing ways in which survival, both individual and societal, was conceived, defined, and 

practiced in Britain and the United States during the twentieth century. It follows the theme of survival through a 

variety of topics, including science fiction accounts of future wars, civilian responses to 

aerial bombing and gas warfare, civil defense programs, campaigns for nuclear disarma-

ment, and popular forms of survivalism.  In addition, it will engage with the methodologies 

and theoretical insights emerging from new scholarship on the history of emotions, seeking 

to trace the impact of certain collective emotional states-such as fear, anxiety, or paranoia-

on politics, society, and culture. This course contains a significant research component de-

signed to introduce students to the concepts and skills involved in archival analysis. It is 

part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in substan-

tive research with faculty.    

Open to Sophomores and Juniors.     Enrollment will be limited to 6.          

Cultures of  Survival in the Twentieth Century 
      COLQ 345          Professor Boucher 

The history of Jews at elite colleges and universities appears in a number of recent stud-
ies.  This Mellon research seminar focuses on Jews at Amherst College.  Its subject pos-
es the unique challenge of trying to research the identity and experience of individuals 
whose Jewishness may not have been known or visible.  That Jews can be identified in 
multiple ways—including religion, sense of peoplehood, shared history, and/or lan-
guage—raises an important question:  what methodologies are best suited for research-
ing Jewish life at Amherst?  To generate analytic models, we will read works that exam-
ine the implications of admissions policies, fraternity participation, and class dynamics 
for Jewish students, especially those attending elite institutions; they offer frameworks 
for studying changes in institutional culture.  A goal of the seminar is to develop re-
search strategies for recovering the identities of Jews in the past.  To this end, students 
will learn how to interpret archival materials and situate them in the contexts of Am-
herst College history, local history, educational history, and American Jewish histo-
ry.  Students will work extensively in the Amherst College Archives and gather data 
from the College’s Office of Institutional Research.  Additionally, we will ask to what degree Jewish experience has 
differed from the experience of other groups on campus, thereby conceiving our subject as part of a larger study 
of inclusion at Amherst College. 

This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in substantive re-

search with faculty. 

Open to Sophomores and Juniors Only.            Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

Jews at Amherst  COLQ 242     Lecturer Bergoffen 

MELLON TUTORIALS 
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about the upcoming 

Information Session….. 
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This seminar will explore the meanings of social mobility experienced by low-
income Latinx youth in elite academic institutions. Specifically, it will focus on the 
ways in which family, gender, and legal status shape their experiences and aspira-
tions. Sociological theories of immigrant incorporation suggest that social mobility 
is determined in large part by immigrants’ context of reception, the strength of their 
co-ethnic communities, and group levels of human capital. Latino youth, many of 
whom come of age in low-income, minority neighborhoods, are therefore not ex-
pected to attain high levels of education or to achieve socio-economic mobility. In-
deed, theory predicts many youth will experience downward mobility. Much of the 
academic scholarship focuses on youth whose lives map onto these expectations. 
Yet in the age of need-blind admissions, elite colleges and universities have seen 
growing enrollments of low-income Latino youth who defy these theoretical pre-
dictions. This seminar seeks to understand Latino youths’ mobility paths and the 
complexities and challenges implicit in them. It is meant to be “emergent.” This 
means that while we immerse ourselves in the scholarship on Latino immigration, 
youth and mobility we will work together to determine the methodological direc-
tions(s) of the seminar. It is open to sophomores and juniors interested in research. 

This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to engage in substantive       

research with faculty.  

 

 Open to Sophomores and Juniors Only.                               Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

Meanings of  Mobility: Low Income Latinx Youth and the American 
Dream     COLQ 341       Professor  Schmalzbauer 
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RESEARCH YOUR OPTIONS:
consider a Mellon research seminar

INFORMATION SESSION (& PIZZA)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 

7 PM, FROST LIBRARY

PERIODICALS READING ROOM



With generous support from  

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

Watch for these courses to 

appear in the on-line catalogue. 


