
 

With funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Amherst College is able 
to offer a tutorial project designed to strengthen opportunities for student-
faculty research collaboration in the social sciences and humanities. The project 
seeks to develop and offer approximately six tutorials per year, small-group     
experiences based on the research of  Amherst Faculty. These tutorials are       
designed to enable students to engage in meaningful, substantive research with 
faculty before their senior year.  

 

By exploring how different scholars approach a topic, students will learn to 
frame a research question, develop research strategies, and identify and use 
sources, be they archival, textual, electronic, human, or artifact. The tutorials   
facilitate the student’s engagement with a research topic that dovetails closely 
with the scholarly interests of  the faculty mentor. In some cases, the faculty 
mentor’s project may lend itself  to faculty-student collaboration; in others,     
participating students will explore related questions, with the potential that the 
work of  faculty mentor and student can each enrich the other.  

 

Students who enroll in these courses will be designated Mellon Research Fellows 
and will be eligible for research support during the summer to continue the     
research projects they began with their tutorial instructors. 
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MELLON  TUTORIALS 

America’s Death Penalty   COLQ 234  Professor Sarat 

The United States, almost alone among constitutional democracies, retains death as a 

criminal punishment. It does so in the face of growing international pressure for 

abolition and of evidence that the system for deciding who lives and who dies is 

fraught with error. This seminar is designed to expose students to America’s death 

penalty as a researchable subject. It will be organized to help students understand how 

research is framed in this area, analyze theories and approaches of death penalty re-

searchers, and identify open questions and most promising lines of future research. It 

will focus on the following dimensions of America’s death penalty: its history, cur-

rent status, public support/opposition, the processing of capital cases in the criminal 

justice system, race and capital punishment, and its impact and efficacy. During the 

seminar, each student will develop a prospectus for a research project on America’s 

death penalty. This course is part of a tutorial series that engages Amherst students 

in substantive research with faculty in the humanities and humanistic social sciences. 

  

Open to Sophomores and Juniors interested in research.  Enrollment will be limited to 6. 
  



MELLON FOUNDATION  Sophomore & Junior Tutor ia ls  SPRING 2018  

MELLON TUTORIALS 

Secret Lives of  the Late-Soviet Stage: the Archive and the Repertoire
   COLQ 248        Professor Wolfson 

How can an archive tell the story of a cultural practice that resists the very idea of being 
archived? If performance, in Peggy Phelan’s formulation, “becomes itself through disap-
pearance,” what might it mean to document this endless disappearance? And what can we 
learn about the relationship between performance as an artistic project, theater as a cultural 
institution, and the everyday, intimate existence of those who made performances happen, 
from examining such an archive? 

 

We will examine these questions through the lens of the Alma Law Soviet Theater Collec-
tion, recently acquired by the Amherst Center of Russian Culture. Over the course of near-
ly thirty years, Alma Law (1927-2003), the best-informed American scholar of Russian and 
Soviet theater in her generation, amassed a treasure trove of materials that chronicle the 
theater scene of the late-Soviet period. Hundreds of interviews with actors, directors, de-

signers, playwrights, critics, and scholars working in Soviet theater at the time, which Law conducted during her 
frequent research trips to the USSR, are complemented by video and audio recordings of live rehearsals and per-
formances, thousands photos and over a hundred reels of microfilm. They give us access to very rare testimony 
about the “backstage” existence of a crucial cultural institution. But what kinds of things can we actually learn 
from these diverse pieces of evidence?  

 

This tutorial will begin by exploring key methodological insights from the fields of performance studies and cultur-
al history, which will help us formulate the research questions that we will pursue, individually and in pairs, as we 
examine Law’s diaries, notebooks and card catalogs. All of these materials were originally created in English, so no 
knowledge of Russian language (or Soviet culture, or theater studies) is required. Students who are able to read Russian 
are highly encouraged to participate, and will receive research assignments that allow them to employ their profi-
ciency. 

  

This course is part of a tutorial series that engages Amherst students in substantive research with faculty in the hu-
manities and humanistic social sciences. 

 

 Open to Sophomores and Juniors interested in research.   Enrollment will be limited to 6 students. 

 

Continue for more  

Tutorials 



SPRING 2018  MELLON FOUNDATION  Sophomore & Junior Tutor ia ls  

Histories of the Spanish language regularly focus on the syntactical changes (grammatical structure, verb conjuga-

tions, etc.) undergone through time. This course takes a different approach: it looks at the concrete way people 

have used Spanish in everyday life over the last one thousand years, concentrating on revolutions, labor and politi-

cal movements, domestic life, and cultural activities such as reaching, writing, and consuming newspapers, radio, 

TV, movies, and the internet. The course will provide the theoretical framework to approach the material appro-

priately, from Saussure and Samuel Johnson to contemporary arguments in socio-linguistics. Students will select a 

Spanish-language country (Argentina, Mexico, Cuba, Peru, Chile, Puerto Rico, Colombia, or the Dominican Re-

public) and, in chronological order, delve into specific texts and examples in order to understand linguistic usage 

across history. 

This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable        

students to engage in substantive research with faculty. The size of the course 

will be small: six students. Participants must also commit to working for up to 

six weeks in summer 2018. The College will provide housing and a stipend. All 

semester and summer work will culminate in the publication of a new social    

history of the Spanish language. Taught in Spanish. 

 

Open to Sophomores and Juniors interested in research.   

Enrollment will be limited to 6.          

A Social History of  the Spanish Language 
  COLQ 343/ SPAN 343            Professor Stavans 

This tutorial will teach students about the history of LGBT rights in the Americas 
and, more innovatively, the skills required to contribute to my “LGBT Timeline in 
the Americas” project. The Timeline is a digital archive that I have been developing 
with faculty colleagues, students, IT and Library staff, as well as scholars outside the 
Five Colleges.  In class, we will research possible entries, select entries, edit entries, 
work with images and copyright questions, generate infographics and other forms of 
data  dissemination.    

This course is part of a model of tutorials at Amherst designed to enable students to 
engage in substantive research with faculty. 

Class will meet once a week for two hours, with subsequent independent work to 
follow.  Preference for juniors and very talented sophomores.  No prior experience 
required, but social science or humanities majors preferred.   

 

Open to Sophomores and Juniors interested in research.   Enrollment will be limited to 6. 

The Expansion of  LGBT Rights in the Americas and Beyond  
        COLQ 337                              Professor Corrales 

MELLON TUTORIALS 



SPRING 2018  MELLON FOUNDATION  Sophomore & Junior Tutor ia ls  

MELLON TUTORIALS 

Facul ty  and “Mel lon Scholar”  s tudents  w i l l  

 shar e  t he i r  past  exper iences

 announce t his spr ing’s cour ses

 descr ibe  sum m er  r esear ch

 answer  your  quest ions 

RESEARCH YOUR OPTIONS:
consider a Mellon research seminar

INFORMATION SESSION (& PIZZA)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 

7 PM, FROST LIBRARY

PERIODICALS READING ROOM



With generous support from  

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

Watch for these courses to 

appear in the on-line catalogue. 


