
Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

Agenda for November 1, 2021

I. Attendance

Quorum was not present.

More people arrived, and the Senate achieved quorum.

II. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

III. BC Recs

Jae Yun presented the budgetary committee’s recommendations.

Mia asked about funding the ski club, asking if it was competitive.

Jae Yun said it was for club skiing so anybody could race regardless of skill level.

Sofia requested, on behalf of Amnesty International, $46.40 for 4 sheets of stamps, $6 for
envelopes, and $200 for food for 25 people for a write for rights event

A motion to approve the BC recs passed.

IV. Committee Updates

There were no committee updates.

V. Officer Reports
A. Diversity Committee

Angelina explained that her and Sydney were working on a new idea for a
diversity committee in which a number of Senators and members of affinity

https://amherstcollege.zoom.us/j/97736314179
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groups on campus would work to raise diversity and inclusion across campus. It
would be a space for groups to raise concerns or talk about issues they saw so
they could bring it to those higher up and work on solutions. She explained that
she would reach out to different affinity group leaders to see if there was interest
there, and told anybody who had concerns or wanted to help to let her know.

Isaiah said that in addition to affinity groups, it would be useful to consider
socioeconomic status.

Angelina said that a better term than affinity groups would be all identity-based
groups, including QuestBridge, for instance.

Sydney said that they were also thinking of working with the office of student
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion as they were a student run office and it would be
good to have them involved. She said that they had talked to the head of the office
and he was interested in working with them.

B. AAS Fund for Indegenous Peoples Update

Basma explained that AAS was working to donate 5000$ to the Nipmuc Nation
located east of us in Massachusetts out of the AAS fund.

Jasper said that the JC hearing was last Tuesday. He said that they heard from the
complainants, it went well, and the transcript would hopefully be out soon. He said
that he sent it to Cole so he could start preparing.

Lucas asked if the transcript could be made available to the rest of the Senators.

Jasper said that it would be.

Basma asked when that would be.

Jasper said it would be fairly soon, in the next couple days, they just had to edit for

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16VPayUNgsBLcegVx-7YDWpGkSGcZwsxh1sFlC42U2aI/edit?usp=sharing
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clarity.

Basma asked when the hearing would be,

Jasper said that they had been unable to schedule a time as of yet, but it would hopefully
be next week.

Angelina said that the 5 college student coordinating board had met that day and had a
fund that was open ($5000 a year) people could request from. She said that they had done
campus updates and that regarding the PVTA, they were having a lot of issues with
getting enough drivers, and the regularity of the buses may be decreased next semester.
She also said that anybody on work study could apply for a job to drive.

Lucas shared that applications for the appointments board had come in so people on the
appointments board should be aware of that.

VI. NYTimes/WSJ/LinkedIn Learning Email

Sydney asked if Headspace could be added to the email.

Lucas asked if Xfinity could be added to the email.

VII. Nominate Senate Representatives for JC Hearing

Kya nominated herself.

Mia asked what she would have to do if she nominated herself since she wasn’t there
when the email was sent.

Basma said that she would just be defending the Senate's ability to send emails like the
email sent. She said that it was not a barrier to represent the Senate if she wasn’t there.

Jasper clarified that nobody was defending their own action in the Senate, they were just
arguing why they as a group acted within the bounds of the Constitution in sending that

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CmDbdYupnz7YqIG525fp0yA7Eli3G5fw83CXUToi9nw/edit?usp=sharing


Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

email.

Mia nominated herself.

Dania was nominated, accepted nomination.

Basma asked if Senators could attend the JC meeting and speak without being nominated.

Jasper said that it worked best if they asked the JC first, but that they could.

VIII. Committee Elections
A. Sustainability and Climate Committee (2 senators) [2 year term]

Basma explained that these were two year terms with five spots. She read the
description, saying that Senators would be charged with promoting sustainability
and combating climate change, working to achieve net-zero emissions.

Gent asked how often they met.

Allie said that they didn’t do anything last year because there was no
sustainability director but that they had one this year coming next semester. She
didn’t expect much to happen this semester unless they came up with a plan to
pressure him into doing a lot of things. She said that she didn’t know what it
would look like with an actual director in place.

Gent nominated himself.

Hannah nominated herself.

These two were elected.

B. Library Committee (1 senator)

Basma said that Taha could unfortunately not serve on the committee due to
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scheduling conflicts.

Lori nominated herself.

Mia asked if people who would be there for an extra semester at the end of their
time, 2nd semester seniors for instance, could be on longer committees in that
extra semester.

Basma said that they could be.

Lori was elected.

C. Arts Committee (3 senators)

Basma read the description, saying that the committee would work to share and
promote art across campus, would host two concerts, and would seek new
opportunities to advance art creation and appreciation on campus.

Hannah nominated herself.

Isaiah nominated himself.

Mia was nominated, accepted nomination.

These three were elected.

D. Powerhouse Committee (1 senator)

Basma read the description, explaining that members of this committee would
work closely with Student activities to plan events in the powerhouse.

Mia was nominated, accepted nomination.

Fareeda nominated herself.
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Mia said that the powerhouse committee was one of the committees she
mentioned when she ran, and that she had experience working as the head of her
old school’s BSU planning events, and that she had a lot of cool ideas on how the
powerhouse could be used.

Fareeda said that planning was her thing, she had been on BSU for over a year
and planned events for that, she planned events for VolleyBall, planned events for
her first-year classes, and more, and she wanted to make sure that events at the
powerhouse were more accessible to the students.

Michael asked Mia if she had said she was an events coordinator at her previous
school.

Mia said that she was, and talked about some of the events she planned.

Fareeda said that she was also a coordinator for BSU, and planned events for
them all the time.

Fareeda was elected.

IX. On-Campus Check-ins

Kya asked if TYPO was still going on, saying that the form on the website needed to be
updated.

Jae Yun said that Student Affairs ran it.

Basma said that she would reach out. She explained that the program was one in which
students could take a professor out to town and the school would cover a meal.

Sydney said that if anybody had any concerns relating to the student task force, they
could email or GroupMe message anybody on the task force.
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Kya said that if anybody knew anybody interested in remote learning, an article was
being written about that in the Student and they should reach out.

Angelina said that she was meeting with Liz that week and anybody with concerns could
let her know.

X. Senate Project Updates

Gent said that SuperFan was now operational in its Beta Phase and anybody who wanted
to be involved in that was now an admin on the app and could use the app and test and
out.

Sydney said that she put something about student resources she was working on with
Angelina in the folder, and if anybody had anything she forgot they could let her know.

Yvette said that she had an idea for a Senate Project that would make a service day that
would be open to the entire student body, and said that anybody who wanted to help or
had ideas could let her know.

XI. Adjournment

The Senate adjourned.

Minute Taker: Caden Stockwell, Staff Recording Secretary
Length of Meeting: 1 hour


