
Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

Agenda for November 29, 2021

I. Attendance
II. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

III. BC Recs

Jae Yun presented the budgetary committee’s recommendations.

Sirus, representing BSU, requested $20 for publicity for a party that had already been
funded.

Lucas, representing AC Dems, requested $150 for Antonios, Insomnia Cookies, and
snacks from Trader Joes for a movie night with 15 people.

Maira, representing MSA, requested $682 for food and a guest speaker coming in from
New York for an event with 80 people between Amherst, Mount Holyoke, and Smith.

Maira requested $2497 for Insomnia, Antonios, and Limered for a Study Break at Frost
as part of a Senate Project.

A motion to approve the Senate fund request and discretionary BC recs passed.

IV. Officer Reports

Basma said that her and Angelina would be meeting with Dean Agosto on Wednesday to
talk about the new variant and asked if there were any questions.

Shreya said that, as an international student, traveling back during December might be
difficult. She asked if the College would have enough resources to accommodate all
international students not traveling who had to stay over break and J term.

https://amherstcollege.zoom.us/j/97736314179
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Basma said that they were able to last year so she imagined it would be possible but she
would make sure.

Shreya asked if Val would be functioning at full capacity during the breaks.

Sydney asked what the circumstance where they would not be allowed to study abroad
would be.

Lucas said that he knew some organizations, such as the Loeb Center, were looking to do
programs over J term and asked if students would be able to reside on campus to do those
programs if they were not taking a J term class.

Angelina said that it seemed from Dean Agosto like they were sitting and waiting to see
what would happen with the new variant.

Cole said that he emailed OSA about this but that he would like an in-depth explanation
as to why the College had decided to take the course they did over J term as that had not
happened over previous years.

Sydney asked what exactly they were doing.

Cole said that the College used to allow anybody who wanted to to stay over winter break
and J term to stay and you didn’t need to ask to stay or need a specific reason. He said
that this year they only let you stay over winter break or J term if you had a certain
rationale. Cole said he did not like the change as that was one of his favorite times to stay
on campus.

Gavi said she was wondering if they could keep sending out emails about transparency
which said exactly what they were doing to be cautious.

Maira said that there should be a plan for virtual options to attend classes if people get
sick over the Spring.

Jasper said that JC had met about deciding the hearing and they had come to the verdict
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and that the statement was currently being drafted and would be out soon.

Sirus asked if he could say what it was.

Jasper said that he couldn’t but it would be out soon.

Angelina said that the Five College Student Coordinating Board had met that day and
they funded the Five College Comedy Show that was happening. She said that that was
on Friday at Hampshire College. Angelina noted that the funding was conditional on
greater publicity, and asked Maira to advertise the event on the AAS Instagram.

V. Committee Updates

Cole said that the Climate and Sustainability Committee had met for the first time last
week and they were excited to get going. He said that they were excited to hold events
relating to the Climate Action Plan and people should come to them if they had ideas.

Sirus said that he thought it was very annoying that he had to meet with people several
times about Sustainability and that his emails were constantly ignored and he saw no
progress.

Lucas said that the Appointments Board had not reviewed applications to fill the
remaining at-large seats.

Basma asked about elections for the open senate seats.

Lucas said that the earliest they could do elections in the Spring semester would
realistically be around February 10-15 and if they did it that early they might not even
have many candidates.

Basma said they should have the elections in the beginning of the Spring.

Angelina shouted out the transportation committee.
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There was a round of applause.

I. On-Campus Check-ins

Shreya said that she heard a suggestion that the student body get Grammarly premium
and she wanted to hear opinions about that.

Angelina said that somebody in the past had tried to do that but to her recollection they
didn’t have a school package. She said she didn’t know if that had changed.

Shreya said that in India colleges did provide free Grammarly premium and that for the
entire body at the highest possible cost it would be around $21500.

Sirus said that it’s possible that somebody just lied to him but he was told that somebody
just put in their Amherst email and got a Grammarly premium account.

Cole said he knew there was a Senate project to do that 2-3 years ago and he didn’t know
if there was any progress with that.

Basma said she could connect Shreya with the person who ran that Senate Project.

Shreya said that it would be a great help if they could get it.

Basma asked if Shreya wanted people to help her.

Shreya said she would.

Dania, Sofia, Hannah, and Lucas raised their hands.

VI. Senate Project Updates

There were no Senate Project Updates.

VII. Adjournment
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The Senate adjourned.

Minute Taker: Caden Stockwell, Staff Recording Secretary
Length of Meeting: 30 minutes


