
Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

Agenda for November 8, 2021

I. Attendance
II. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

III. JC Hearing Update

Jasper explained that the JC meeting with the Senate had occurred and that they would
have the transcript out soon.

Kya said that it had gone very well for them.

IV. Expectations

Basma outlined her expectations of attendance and participation on GroupMe. She
emphasized that everybody had to be there unless they had an excused absence, and that
in order to get an excused absence they needed to notify her or Lucas beforehand. She
said that going to social events or working on homework did not count as an excused
absence. She also said that Senators had to let either her or Lucas know if they had to
leave early as, if they didn’t, it would be counted as a half absence. She said that it was
ridiculous that reminders had to be constantly sent to get people to vote on the GroupMe
polls. She said that voting records were public and it was not a good look if they
consistently failed to reach quorum.

Cole asked if it was possible to hold as few GroupMe polls as possible and get as much
done as possible in the meetings. If that was done, all the information about voting would
be on record and public.

Basma said that was a valid point and they were trying to do that, but that the main thing
they needed to vote on over GroupMe were the minutes and emergencies that come up.

V. BC Recs

https://amherstcollege.zoom.us/j/97736314179
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Jae Yun presented the budgetary committee’s recommendations.

Jae Yun explained that the BC had funded $5200 through club budgets for Hillel
to fund food for Shabbat dinners. This was done with the expectation that Hillel would
budget the $5200 to last the entire semester. Hillel traditionally receives a lump sum from
the AAS with the trust that the money they ask for will last the whole semester. This
week, Hillel had come again asking for $3000 for “Shabbat food and general other
events." The BC did not recommend this due to a lack of an event breakdown and food
quotes. He said that he and the BC were disappointed that Hillel had overused 60% more
than was allocated and that they should have come to him sooner if there was an issue.
He said that, for this week, neither he nor the BC felt comfortable funding this without
the specific numbers, but that he would emergency fund this Friday's dinner.

Maira requested $230 for 25-30 people for SOA for food for a documentary screening.

A motion to approve the BC Recs passed.

VI. Committee Updates

Jaden said that his CPR meeting went well and that there was some pushback against the
AC units as there was concern over the cost. He said that the committee said they would
take their concerns and pose them to people higher up.

Gent said that he met with Paul and the architects and the meeting was very productive
and they talked about the type of space they wanted the New Student Center to be. He
said that they talked about how the new center was replacing a lot of resource centers and
Val.

Cole said that he brought the Senate’s concerns about students who are asked by the
college to isolate to the CEP and that although many of the faculty members on the
committee were sympathetic, the committee as a whole did not seem to feel the urgency
of the matter and he did not think that there would be any major policy change on that
front.

Jae Yun asked if that was the general attitude even if you were in quarantine.
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Cole said that that was specifically about if you got COVID and had to be isolated.

Jae Yun said that that was disappointing and noted that he had to send his friend who was
in isolation Econ notes and that was a very poor replacement for in-person class.

Maira gave an update on the dining committee, saying that they talked about food options
and that they would be introducing more vegetarian options. She said that they were also
trying to plan more cooking events. She said that they were going to start on a program
working with BC, financial aid, and Val, to figure out some sort of food access program.

Gavi asked if the idea of getting free Schwemms was something that would likely get
going.

Maira said that they were working on it and it was unsure but they would try and make
that accessible two or three times a week.

Gent asked Cole to bring up the concern that, if over 2000 students were getting tested
every week, there should statistically be a false positive every once in a while, and that
there should be some mechanism for people to test out of quarantine since there wasn’t
any remote option.

Cole said that he didn’t know enough about the science but that made sense to him. He
said that he didn’t know that the CEP was the right place to go, and he should maybe go
to Student Affairs.

Angelina said that she didn’t end up getting to meet with Liz but when she did she would
bring that up.

VII. Officer Reports

Angelina said that her and Courtney had talked with Chief Carter about parking solutions
and he said that they could email him with any ideas that they had, even if they were
more outlandish.
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VIII. Appointments Board
A. Recommendations

Sirus asked if they had a full Senate, and said that if not, if they should have an
election.

Basma said that they did have an election for upperclassman seats a week after the
first-year elections and nobody responded or ran but they could do it again.

Lucas said that just looking at the timing for the remainder of the semester, the
likelihood of them getting high candidate interest was quite low.

Basma said that they could maybe run another election in the spring.

Gavi said that they should try and fill those seats before winter break because they
were thinking of doing a lot of things at the end of the Semester and it was
important to have representatives for the student body.

Yvette said that next semester would be better as she would be studying abroad so
her seat would be open and the same could be true of others. She said that it didn’t
make sense for them to have two elections.

Lucas said that an election cycle required three weeks and there weren’t any three
week periods until the end of the semester so it was not really feasible.

Gavi asked if this could be done over J-term or if they would wait until February.

Lucas said that it would be up to the elections committee to decide.

Sirus said that the fact that it took three weeks to sign in somebody who was
elected was a deterrent and that there were things that they could cut out.

Angelina said that post the hearing, the JC was trying to update the Constitution
to see what could be changed and that he could bring forward any suggestions he
had.
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Lucas said that he would like elections to be shorter, but that a lot of the things
that took time were things that they needed and that they couldn’t expect people
to run for Senate at a moment’s notice.

Cole asked why the board did not recommend anybody for the Mental Health
Committee

Gavi said that they just did not get that many applicants and they wanted to put
out another call. She noted that last year, 14 people applied for the Mental Health
Committee, and this year they had two.

Anna said that there were a couple of times where they just didn’t recommend
anybody because they didn’t feel comfortable having that person on the
committee.

Sirus said that they were looking for the best candidates, so they shouldn’t just
approve somebody because they were the only applicant.

Cole motioned to accept the recommendations of the appointments board.

The motion passed.

B. Application Process Proposal

Sirus said that the application process was not very accessible and easy to miss
which contributed to them not having very many applications.

Angelina said that they had to look at how to make these things more accessible
and digestible to the student body.

Cole said that they should put it into the Daily Mammoth. He said that they used
to put up posters and that was kind of difficult but it was an idea.

Gavi said that that was a good idea and they were working on just making a
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google form that would make it easy to apply to several committees.

IX. Reparations (rainy day fund proposal)

Basma explained that a proposal of potentially using some money from the rainy day
fund and putting it towards reparations had been put forward.

Sirus said that the rainy day fund was so large that it was a good idea to support
reparations in some way with the large fund that they had.

Cole said that he would love to see some specific ideas or help to come up with some if
there were to be a working group formed about it.

Sirus said that that would be great and they could start a working group if anybody else
wanted to join.

Mia said that she thought it was a great idea and asked what the town efforts had been so
far.

Sirus said that the town had committed to helping people get housing.

Jaden said that the Provost had said in the CPR meeting that the town hadn’t fully
finalized how they would go about reparations.

Sirus said that he didn’t understand why the town not fully figuring it out affected
Amherst College’s ability to go about reparations.

Jaden responded that he wasn’t sure but that the College may just have been planning to
go along with what the town did.

Angelina said that the town was trying to figure out what reparations looked like, and
those were the considerations the College was trying to figure out.

Jae Yun said that the key question was who should be the recipients of the reparations.
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Kya said that she was in favor of this and that if they fleshed out a good plan, they could
hopefully also get the school to match it. She asked about the school’s history with
indigenioius people, asking if they would have a separate program to give reparations to
indigenious people.

Angelina said that she thought that either way, this could be a great conversation to start
having. She said that a number of things had been suggested that they could have
conversations about.

Basma said that the College was very receptive to the idea of matching the indigenious
fund donation.

Sirus, Cole, Mia, Anna, Sofia, Maira, Jalen, Gent, and Jaden all expressed interest in
helping on a working group for reparations.

X. Committee Elections
A. College Council (1 first-year senator) [2-year term]

Sofia said that they hadn’t met this semester yet but that last year the time
commitment was about an hour every other week. She said that they were
supposed to have the power to suggest changes to the honor code and review it
every so often, but that last year, she had been told that they hadn’t updated the
honor code in around seven years. She said that there was a potential for a pretty
substantial impact to be made.

Sirus said that to really be successful in College Council, you had to be proactive
in what you wanted to be as in the past they had spent a lot of time talking about
what they did and what they wanted to do but didn’t actually do anything.

Gent asked if they had examples of things the College Council had done in the
past.

Sirus said that part of the issue with the College Council was that it could be very
unclear what exactly they could do but that a couple of years ago they submitted
changes to the honor code that ended up getting lost in bureaucracy but that still
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showed that they were able to suggest changes.

Josh nominated himself.

Gent was nominated, accepted nomination.

Josh said that in terms of specific changes, he didn’t know exactly what he would
be doing, but he had experience in dealing with this sort of topic. He said that in
high school, they had problems dealing with their honor code and had to solve
some issues that arose. He said that he knew that he could get through the reading
and grunt work.

Gent said that he would be lying if he said he knew the honor code front to back
but he knew that there were a number of issues that seemed to get talked about a
lot that weren’t touched upon in the honor code that he thought should be brought
up and would be beneficial. He said that he was also involved with academic
integrity in his school similarly to Josh.

Josh was elected to the College Council.

XI. On-Campus Check-ins

Sydney said that she emailed Liz about this, but she thought it would be helpful if the
College sent out an email about Booster Shots as people were eligible but didn’t always
do research, so the College should provide information.

Cole asked if she thought the College would do that as they could also compile
something.

Sydney said that she thought they might as the College would want people to get booster
shots.

XII. Senate Project Updates

Mia said that her Senate project was a Spring Prahm for all Amherst students, as Prom
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had historically upheld a lot of negative standards and they wanted to redefine Prom and
create an inclusive environment respecting all identities.

Anna said that there had been a lot of expressed desire towards having a Prom as a lot of
people had not been able to experience that in high school and this could bring the school
together.

Mia said that Common coming was a very unifying event and she hoped to recreate this
and to invite a big performer. She said that this would not only be fun but provide an
opportunity for a number of different student organizations to get involved.

Anna said that they had been talking about budgeting with Paul, who said that they
needed to come up with a sheet with the items they wanted.

Mia said that they would still do Prom Royalty but they would not make it as serious or
deep and they weren’t sure how they would go about it. She said that the only issue with
having people nominate their peers could be it just turning into a popularity contest, so an
idea they had was challenges the week before prom to win points.

Anna said that if anybody wanted to help they could let her know.

Jaden said that he went into Charles Pratt recently and saw that the disposable containers
were being put in the green bin containers so there was just rotting food there. He said
that he didn’t know if this was an issue in other dorms but it was worth mentioning.

Fareeda asked the COVID-19 task force if they knew what counted as a missed test.

Kya said that she wasn’t sure but she thought that they were tracking by week, not by
day.

XIII. Adjournment

The Senate adjourned.

Minute Taker: Caden Stockwell, Staff Recording Secretary



Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

Length of Meeting: 1 hour and 15 minutes


