
Association of Amherst Students

Senate 2021 - 2022

Agenda for October 4, 2021

I. Attendance
II. Public Comment

There was no public comment

III. Student Advisory Committee for the New Student Center and Dining Commons

Paul explained that the planning program wanted to bring in some additional voices, four
members of the first year class, and two sophomores, juniors, and seniors. He explained
that students would be solicited to help with a number of decisions and may have the
opportunity to visit other student centers. Chosen students would be involved for 2 years,
and AAS would have a member from each class year and a transfer representative each
year. The time commitment was about one meeting a month, roughly around an hour but
could be a bit longer.

Lucas asked if there were two students per sophomore, junior, and senior class or two
students between all three.

Paul confirmed that it was two from each class. He said it would be ideal to get names in
the next week or so.

Basma asked if people thought there should be at large or within Senate elections.

Cole suggested that they be within the Senate.

Basma asked if there were volunteers.

Sirus nominated himself.

Gent nominated himself.

https://amherstcollege.zoom.us/j/97736314179
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Mia was nominated, and accepted the nomination.

Gavi nominated herself.

Anna was nominated, and accepted the nomination.

Without contest, these senators were elected.

IV. BC Recs

Jae Yun presented the budgetary committee’s recommendations.

Cole said that for everybody who wasn’t at BC, $146 was requested for Boba for ACSU
for a study session, and it was unfair for the Senate to be unwilling to give the money, as
if they said they wanted an event it would be granted instantly, so thus the Senate should
override the BC’s request and give $146 for Boba rather than the $50 that had been
recommended.

Jae Yun said that it was the BC’s opinion that the study session the boba was requested
for wasn’t an event and thus should not qualify for event snacks. He said he understood
the concern that if it were presented as an event the food would be funded, but he
couldn’t police what they said and trusted that they were honest.

Cole said he respected the BC’s opinion but recommended that the Senate override the
BC.

Kya asked if, in the future, other clubs would come and ask for funding for things like
boba for sessions not engaging the student body if the $146 were approved.

Jae Yun said that if the Senate were to override the BC, they would go along with the
Senate’s choice. He said that the BC was going along with what they had funded
previously.

Cole said that his problem was that when Green Room requested food, they simply
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changed it to an event and then got funding.

Jae Yun specified that with Green Room, their event was inherently exclusive, so they
just needed to make it open to the public, whereas with ACSU, the issue was not that the
study session was exclusive, it’s that it was not an event at all.

Sydney said that in the future, they could come back and request money, but that this
event was on Wednesday so there wouldn’t be enough time to plan an event and request
funding.

Cole said that they were told to change it to an event and said they would, but ACSU was
not being taken at their word that they would do so.

Maira agreed with this saying that the distinction was very thin and since the event was
on Wednesday, they had probably already publicized it as having boba.

Lucas commented that it shouldn’t be up to BC to determine what is and is not feasible in
terms of planning an event, but rather to the club members.

Jae Yun said that if ACSU came to them and said they had changed the nature of the
event, he would not hesitate in funding it. But he did not have the information on hand
and needed to be told exactly what kind of event it would be before funding it.

Cole motioned to accept the BC’s recommendations with exception of line 27a which
would be bumped up to $146.

The motion was narrowly approved.

V. UMass Solidarity Email

Basma specified that the motion had been passed and the email was scheduled but she
wanted to give space to talk about it.

Sirus said it was unfair to send an email and then have so many critiques of the email
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after it was passed, and have some comments that seemed to go beyond content and
attack people writing it.

Hannah said, first of all, that she apologized for any comments which came off as
attacking the people who wrote it. She said that there were some parts of the email that
didn’t sit well with her. One thing she had an issue with was that the first two paragraphs
painted Amherst as if they had a duty to step in, but that UMass’s incident was not
something they had to put themselves into. She said she liked how the letter later on
talked about things within this college they could change, but she wasn’t a huge fan of
the beginning.

Sirus said that a lot of these suggestions came directly from BSU. He said, responding to
a comment Hannah had left, that he thought there was no help in quoting parts of the
email, and it would only cause harm. He said that Amherst, as the oldest and richest part
of the five college community, did have a responsibility to make sure five college values
were being upheld. He noted that the Amherst community was not just Amherst College.

Hannah said that she thought the email would be brought up to the Five College
Consortium and not just Amherst, so she was a little confused.

Sirus specified that the letter was for the Amherst student population.

Josh said that he thought one sentence in the email, where it was noted that Amherst, the
oldest and richest college had not managed to support UMass’s black community, bugged
him. He said that it was an official communication, and it seemed pretentious to include
the part about being the oldest and richest in the email.

Mia and Sirus said that the point of this was to acknowledge the privilege and influence
that they had, not to flex being the best in any way.

Kya noted that UMass is right around the corner and impacted black students both at
UMass and at Amherst. She noted that yes, they had to be in consensus, but that it was
bad that they had not said anything publicly yet and as such, it was important that they
send the email. She suggested that people with more minor issues edit it, as while it was
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an official email, it did not have to be perfect. She said that it seemed like they were
trying to polarize each other over an email meant to send support.

Min Ji said that she wanted to point out that Biddy had sent out an anti-racism email four
hours prior, and that the email said that the office had yet to address anything.

Sirus said that he agreed and that was the frustrating part as he had a quorum to send out
the email and it wasn’t sent out. He noted that now they were very late to the event.

Min Ji said that she wanted to send support right when she saw what happened, but was
confused as to if they were going against the school now.

Sirus said they should talk about whether they should even send it out now as the
administration had spoken, and also asked why it wasn’t sent out earlier.

Mia, addressing Hannah’s earlier point, noted that the email was not just towards black
UMass students but rather towards black people in general, and as such, it was Amherst’s
issue to speak up about. She also said they were noting that they were the oldest and
richest college to show how they were the people who really had the means to speak up
and help, and emphasize how much responsibility they had. She said she thought that the
email the administration sent was not very specific and did not actually have a lot of
change included.

Sofia thanked Mia and Sirus for writing the email, and echoed that they were not
detached from the email even though they were at a different college. She noted that they
could have used more time to edit the email, especially in response to the message that
had been sent by the administration. She said that she was confused why the motion was
sent out early in the day and on if the comments needed to be adressed/resolved. She
noted, on the part about being the oldest and richest college, that she had read it as them
having a lot of privilege and resources, but that they could perhaps add hyperlinks or
something similar to point concertely to the resources that they had. They could talk, for
instance, about the endowment and how much it grew. She said that the general solidarity
email should have been sent out way earlier, but since they were already late, they should
take the time to create something they would all be proud of.
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Isaiah noted that he thought sending out the email as it was may be confusing, but they
could still criticize the administration as the anti-racism email from the administration did
not address the UMass incident at all. He said that he liked Sofia’s thoughts about
discussing the privilege that Amherst had rather than just saying they were the oldest and
richest. He thought they should still send the email out, but some changes could be made.

Anna said that they all should have been quicker. She said they should say that they
should recognize the anti-racism plan that had been put out, but that aside from that there
was still a large problem.

Kya said that it applied to them as they were student senators, and thought that as
Senators, they had a duty to support the entire student body, and that they were supposed
to be on top of it when things like the UMass incident happened. She said that in future
reference, they needed to find better ways to respond to similar events. She noted that
they hadn’t said anything when people were being roofied, and emphasized that they
needed to organize better when it came to things that actually harmed students.

Cole thanked Sirus and Mia and said that it wasn’t fair for them to have voted on sending
the email and then go on to talk about it in the meeting, and that in the future, the Senate
should make more specific email guidelines. He said that barring any motion to stop the
email from being sent out, it should be sent out.

Jaden said that he acknowledged that it was annoying that comments were being added
after, but that he still had comments. He said that it would be better, rather than saying
Amherst was the oldest and richest, that Amherst had the means to help. He said that in
regards to what Amherst could do, especially in light of the anti-racism email, that setting
up the Senate to have an adversarial relationship to what the administration was doing
was bad. He said they should say that they supported the president but wanted more
things, rather than seeming like they were against the president. He thought that, for now,
they should just send an email saying they stood with the people of UMass and send a
second email later if necessary.

Gent said that his issue was that this email should have been discussed last week and that
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a lot of the issues being brought up could have been solved if they were discussed in a
meeting. He said that in the future, emails sent out about important issues should be
discussed in a meeting rather than just in the GroupMe. He said that the email was being
sent to Amherst students, and that the Amherst endowment was larger than that of other
schools in the consortium by several billion dollars, so thus they had a responsibility, and
the language about being the oldest and richest should stay in the email.

Basma said that the email was not in the agenda last week because she didn’t know about
the incident, and that in the future people should reach out to her if they wanted
something added to the agenda.

Sirus said he agreed with Gent and that it was concerning that when he first sent out a
message about sending an email, it got no likes and nobody responded to it, and that
when he asked for people to help him, only two black people responded, and he found it
disturbing that the responsibility was placed solely on black people to defend themselves
when the email was attacking the most fundamental aspects of their character.
Responding to Jaden, he said that the email was very in line in tone with other
movements in Amherst history. He said they should just move on from this and vote to
reconsider.

Mia agreed that whether or not it should be sent out should be reconsidered.

Sirus motioned to reconsider sending out the email.

The motion passed.

Min Ji said that the only edit she wanted to make was that instead of saying they would
provide resources to UMass students they should say they would provide resources to
five college consortium students.

Mia said that she agreed with that, but that they were thinking specifically of providing
financial support to a UMass BSU protest, for instance, which was why they mentioned
them specifically.
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Sirus said that they should talk about considerations for edits later.

Mia said that she agreed that they should not be confrontational toward the
administration, but that they could not just say they looked forward to seeing their plan
and should put their foot down and demand a change.

Hannah apologized for the large amounts of edits she made and that she thought she was
at fault for the email not getting sent out. At the same time, she said that she was
concerned because the email did not specify the black community as a whole.

Kya said that since they had passed a motion to reconsider, everybody who was a part of
the Senate should have a part in the email and edit it, and that they should also be
supporting the community they were a part of. She said that they used their resources for
other people all the time so that should not be contentious. She said that as a black
student, it felt weird when the rest of the people in the AAS had nothing to say about
what had happened, given that it was literally a hate crime. She noted that it hurt when
others said nothing about what had happened.

Sydney said that she agreed, and that she did not think the burden of dealing with issues
that affected a certain group should be placed entirely on that group. She thought that
there should be an immediate action group, for instance, that would immediately draft up
an email when something like this happened that could later be edited.

Isaiah said that he did have some concerns over how the disagreements they had over the
phrasing would be settled.

Sirus said that it would go to a vote.

Allie said she agreed with Sydney’s suggestion, and that in general, as a Senator, they
were supposed to be critical of the institution of the College and supportive toward
marginalized groups, so they should not be worried about calling out Biddy or the
administration.

Basma said she would send out an email linking the letter. She noted that they would not
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be meeting as a Senate next week and asked for thoughts on working on it over
GroupMe.

Gent said that he thought if it was just voting happening on GroupMe, then that should be
doable. He thought that the hard part was organizing a group of people to write the email
on GroupMe.

Jaden asked if they could just set a date for everybody to have their phones on and be
available so that at that point in time they could go through suggestions and either
approve or disapprove them.

Gavi said that a time for everybody to touch base would be very helpful, as well as a goal
for a date at which they would send this out.

Cole suggested that people get their edits in by Wednesday and then vote on them on
Thursday.

Gent motioned to adopt that time.

The motion passed.

Sirus said that he agreed that they should have a body to draft something right away when
something like this happened, calling it a ‘Jeremy Thomas working group’ after the
former AAS president.

Cole motioned to make a ‘Jeremy Thomas working group’ with unlimited membership.

The motion passed.

VI. Committee Elections
A. Five College Student Coordinating Board (1 senator)

Lucas read out the description for the board, talking about how the board worked
to promote cooperation and interaction between Five College students, and
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worked to encourage students to use resources on all five campuses and to solve
problems in all five campuses.

Basma said that all the presidents of the five colleges served on this committee in
addition to one more representative.

Sydney said the board was supposed to be more active this year than it was last
year, and that it was very important that they were involved in the five college
community. She said that Amherst often was not involved in the community and
that they should get more involved. She said she wasn’t sure exactly what the
time commitment would be this year but it was about one hour every two weeks
last year.

Basma opened the nomination period.

Hannah was nominated, accepted nomination.

Hannah was elected to the board.

Jae Yun suggested that Hannah help make a five college student government
mixer.

B. Library Committee (2 senators; 1 rep from humanities/social sciences, 1 rep
from natural sciences)

Lucas read the description of this committee, noting that the purpose was to
discuss the library’s services and how they would aid the community.

Maira talked about how a lot of the job was about how the library would operate
and meeting student needs in the library.

Basma opened the nomination period.

Josh nominated himself.
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Taha was nominated, accepted nomination.

The election was non-contentious, these two were elected to the board.

C. Title IX Committee (2 senators)

Lucas read the description again, saying that the goal was communication and
transparency and that they would be soliciting feedback, reviewing reports,
suggesting improvements, and more.

Basma noted that the time commitment was unknown, so if you were elected and
couldn't make it it was ok and the seat would simply be put up again. She opened
the nomination period.

Kya nominated herself.

Gent was nominated, accepted nomination.

These two were elected to the board.

VII. On-Campus Check-ins

There were no on-campus check-ins.

VIII. Senate Project Updates

Gavi asked about the idea of a senate project related to bike-share, and was wondering
who she would go to and how she would get started.

Basma answered that the Office of Student Activities managed bike share, and she should
start there.

Cole noted that it was originally partially sustained by the Office of Sustainability.
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Jae Yun noted that two bikes had been lost, so they stopped doing it.

Gavi said that this sucked and she wanted a better way to check out the bikes. She was
curious if the bike-share program could be done through Frost.

Basma noted that there were bike racks there.

Kya noted that bikes only started going missing after they went remote.

Lori said that she was hosting a Summer Bridge Gala with all the summer bridge
students, and that this would be a really cool event and she hoped to make it an annual
thing.

Gent said that he reached out to Bryce about Super-Fan and he had not responded, but he
hopefully would soon so they could institute the app.

IX. Committee Updates

Maira said that the dining committee had met and that the main thing they were waiting
on was the school to post the next COVID protocols so they could go to plates. She said
that if they had to keep the boxes through the winter, they would put them in a few
centralized locations.

Lucas requested that the dining committee get chocolate chips for the waffle bar.

Jae Yun requested all day waffles.

Sydney asked if the smoothie bar was coming back.

Maira said she thought it was.

Mia asked if worker’s wages were a part of the dining committee, as that was something
she wanted to help out with.
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Maira said she thought the article helped in regards to casual employment, and besides
that, they were trying to get student input to further the conversation.

Jaden said that several positions would be understaffed, and as such, some things like the
Stir Fry and Burger sections would take some time to come back.

Maira noted that the only thing holding back things like late night Val from returning was
not having enough staff.

Allie said that Biddy came to the meeting last week and that her priorities were to
increase financial aid and the startup grant and to create a system where everybody under
a certain income would get full tuition, to get casual workers full benefits, and to get
more internship and research opportunities.

X. Officer Reports

Basma noted that Senators would be getting their AAS buddy that week. She also noted
that the Constitution Quiz would be a pop quiz.

Jae Yun said that he was interested in doing an AAS formal, and that according to the
Constitution, the E-board was technically required to hold a formal.

XI. Adjournment

The senate adjourned.

Minute Taker: Caden Stockwell, Staff Recording Secretary
Length of Meeting: 1 hour and 45 minutes.


