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Agenda for September 27, 2021

I. Inductions

The transfer Senator (Mia ‘24), read the oath and was inducted into AAS

II. Attendance
III. Public Comment

There was no public comment

IV. Change in Minutes Approval Cadence

Basma laid out the change to how minutes would be approved, saying that this would
be done through polls, and emphasized the importance of voting in groupme polls. She
said that people would be called out for not voting.

Cole asked how much time there would be between getting the minutes and voting.

Basma said she would get the minutes on Tuesday or Wednesday and then would send
them out, making sure to emphasize that everybody actually read through the minutes.

V. BC Recs

Jae Yun presented the budgetary committee’s recommendations.

Lucas, representing AC Dems, requested $3108 for bus transportation for 3 buses for
50 people to go to the women’s march in Boston. He noted that it was an event that
only happened once a year and that AC dems hadn’t been able to run on campus
activism for a very long time.

Jae Yun noted that this was a very large amount for an event only happening over one
day.

https://amherstcollege.zoom.us/j/97736314179
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Basma, representing MENAA, requested an extra $150 for supplies for their barbeque,
and $260 for a speaker that would be stored in the Asian cultural space. She noted that
the speaker would be for other Asian events as well.

Jae Yun and Sirus noted that women’s club soccer had requested a speaker and then
lost it, and they denied their request for another.

Jae Yun asked Paul and determined that they would be okay with funding a speaker.

Basma requested $150 for storage bins, Paul asked her to send him links so he could
figure it out.

Lucas, returning to the buses for AC dems, noted that Peter Pan did not have
availability on the day of their trip, so the charter bus was their only option.

Jae Yun asked if social distancing was necessary on these buses.

Lucas said he believed it was, but Jae Yun noted that the PVTA has no social distancing
even with people outside of the tested/vaccinated pool.

Paul suggested that funding be cut down to two buses and that they get a third if
necessary.

Lucas determined that if they don’t have to distance, they only need two buses, and the
new figure was $2072.

Jae Yun asked what the capacity of one bus was.

Lucas said it was 20 people, and he believed only around 80% of the people who
signed up would go as it was Saturday at 9am, so two buses should be able to fit
everybody even though 50 people had signed up.

Jae Yun said they would see how it went and if there was an issue with turnout they
would make sure to fund future events.
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A motion to approve the budgetary committee’s recommendations was approved.

VI. Stand-By JC Members Approval
A. Maya Foster ’23, Taz Kim ’23, Eli Maierson ’23, Sophie Laurence ’24

Jasper said that they would have to appoint 4 standby members to the committee for
purposes of hearing, as they had two at large seats and two seats for senators who
would have to abstain. He noted that a list of candidates to be voted on for approval
had been submitted. He noted that Taz and Sophie were eager to join JC at large but
missed the deadline, and that he could personally vouch for Taz’s commitment and
open-mindedness towards the Constitution. He asked if anybody had questions.

Cole noted that they did not need to vote on this, and they could vote to reject but did
not need to vote to approve.

Jasper said that people the JC knew were recommended, but Sophie reached out to
him.

Basma asked if there were any objections; there were none.

VII. Appointments Board: Presidential Search Committee

Basma asked if anybody on board would like to speak about the committee.

Lucas clarified that the Senate must approve recommendations, and asked if there were
any questions or comments about recommendations. There were none.

Anna said that the committee worked with the search committee to find applicants and
invited the entire constituency of Amherst to be involved in finding a president. She
noted that what the committee was responsible for doing was ensuring that the
students were involved in the process.

Angelina said that in the fall semester, the committee would be doing a listening tour,
going to different constituents to get feedback and concerns to help in search of the
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next president. She noted that compared to other schools with search committees,
Amherst had far more student representation. She said she felt a little more comfortable
making sure students' voices were being heard.

Sirus noted that power dynamics were a little concerning, as when students are with a
large board it can seem that the students are just there to seem like they are hearing
students out and the board will just do what it wants.

Angelina said it seemed like students were active in the process, and would voice
problems they had with it. She said those concerns had been expressly voiced, and she
hoped she could make sure student concerns would be expressed.

Lucas asked if they had talked about voting structure

Angelina said that it wasn’t really a vote and more of a vetting process. She said that
they had a search firm that would work with the committee amongst themselves and
would vote and talk about things. She said that the ultimate decision went to the board
of trustees.

Anna said that they would not put somebody forward who there was not consensus
around. She said that the person they agreed upon would go to the board of trustees.

Lucas noted that there would only be two students on the committee, but they had
recommended five who would later be vetted down.

Cole said that it seemed weird that they wouldn’t get ultimate say on who was on the
committee.

Angelina said that the goal was that as many perspectives as possible were being
heard, and that they would listen a lot to who they recommended which was why they
ranked it.

Lucas noted that the Senate could vote down or recommend new candidates.

Jae Yun asked what factors went into deciding who to recommend and who to rank.
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Lucas said that perhaps a member of the appointments board could elaborate, but that
they were determined to consider different unique perspectives and what kind of
attributes the candidates could contribute. What the candidates said they prioritized in
the new president was very important, so there would be diversity of priorities.

As a follow up, Jae Yun said that we should be cautious of ranking people based on
their perspective, and that it was a very slippery slope to do the rankings.

Sirus said that they were not ranking perspectives, but rather the total capability of what
they could bring to the table. He noted that in the past they had ranked candidates, just
a little less explicitly. He said that what was important was their perspective on campus
and how their identity informed that.

Angelina noted that every board member had their own initial list of recommendations,
and the final rankings came from the candidates recommended the most

Allie asked if the recommendations were done without names of the people.

Sirus said that they were.

Allie asked whether interviews would be done.

Sirus said that the whole committee would talk to people who were recommended

Lucas said that possibility of interviewing candidates would go to the group of people
who made the ultimate decision of the two people who would be chosen.

Angelina said that Liz and the board would select the final two candidates, and that
the decision would be based on what the AAS said.

Anna said that Liz would go with whatever AAS sent her.

Jaden asked if when you submitted them, you could submit the rationale of the
rankings.

Angelina said the board could do that moving forward
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Dania said that she was concerned as the application was sent at the very last minute
and that many people who wanted to apply could not. She said she did not know how
to address that but it was important to bring up bias that could stem from that.

Lucas said that typically the board would give at least a week for applications to come
in, but in this situation they were asked to have the final committee list by this Friday, so
names would have to be approved during this meeting. He said they did it as late as
they could and would give more time in the future, but had an external deadline.

Dania said she did not like this but understood.

Brooke said that she read number 13 and was unsure why they were ranked second.

Jae Yun said he thought 13’s application was nice, but that a lot of words were used to
say not a lot, and that candidates ranked lower seemed better, especially since only two
candidates would be on the committee.

Brooke noted that applicant 12 had interesting things to say.

Sirus said that personally, he thought that a lot of applications seemed like a list, but he
disagreed with the assessment that 13 was just a lot of things being said, and that 13
did a good job synthesizing what they wanted to talk about and gave clear, thought out
ideas. He thought they had a good action plan and that there could be more specificity,
but that he appreciated the exact things they wanted to change. He said that from what
he remembered, they had a good synthesis of what President Martin had done before
and what they wanted now.

Brooke asked what the committee thought about number 12.

Sirus said that 12 had a lot of votes, but even 9 and 11 had 4 votes, so even if they
didn’t recommend 13, 12 would not be the board’s next option.

Angelina suggested that they get rid of rankings.

Jae Yun said the issue he had with number 13 was that their plans were very vague and
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didn’t have concrete solutions that other candidates right below had. He said that he
wanted specificity and the candidate did not really have that. He said that the words
were very pretty, but it sounded like a campaign speech which he didn’t want. He said
he would recommend the candidate, just not as number two. He thought the other
applications recommended were more concrete and representative of the needs of the
community.

Cole said that he was inclined to trust appointment’s board who all voted for 13 and 6,
and wanted to motion to approve the board's recommendations.

Sirus said that something they saw was that other candidates were very specific in one
aspect, and that he preferred when candidates had a broad scope of what they were
talking about.

Anna said that one thing they looked for, instead of specific plans, was things that the
applicants could identify that they were looking for in a president. She said it was very
important that applicants understood what the president would do.

Gent asked who got the ultimate decision of the final two students who would be on
committee.

Basma said it was the trustee.

Allie said that she agreed with Jae Yun on applicant 13.

Jaden said that he agreed with Jae Yun, and wished no ill will towards the appointments
board. He noted that anybody could be aware of the issues, and that didn’t mean they
knew what it took to find a president who would fix them. He noted that people with
very deep concerns about specific issues could contribute more.

Jae Yun said that he meant no disrespect to the person ranked number two. He clarified
that it was just the number two spot he took issue with.

Jalen said that those who had contentions with applicant 13 should recommend
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someone else, and said that the more they talked they could get more rationale about
the exact criteria of what they were looking for, so they could evaluate what they agreed
on and go from there.

Sirus said that it was really important to remember that they had got the applications
that day, and went through them and met with several people that day. He said that he
appreciated the people who read it, and that it was really important that people on the
Senate had actually read the applications, especially when they were critiquing
applicants and recommending new ones.

Fareeda said that they thought the committee should just recommend five people with
logic for each person, and not rank them.

Sofia said she had no problem with just recommending the five candidates, and that for
this committee it was appropriate to not have specific solutions. She asked to clarify if
the word limit and that applications would be cut off if they went past it was specified in
the applications.

Sirus said that some people were just over 250 word count.

Lucas said that quite a few applicants went just over, some went quite a bit over, and
those were cut.

Sofia said that it looked like several candidates, like candidate 13, seemed like they
were expecting a much larger word count, and it would be better if the specific word
count was a little clearer.

Lucas said that 3-4 words were cut from applicant 13s application.

Jae Yun echoed Fareeda’s point that they should just get rid of rankings, but if they had
rankings, applicant 11 would be better as they were both wide in what they wanted to
fix and were specific in their solutions. He thought they would be better, but the best
idea would be to get rid of ranking all together.

Sirus said that that sounded like a good solution.
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Jasper noted that before Sirus had said he had unofficially ranked candidates, and
asked, if numbers were removed, if the board would think that candidates were
unofficially ranked.

Sirus said he thought it should be fine.

Isaiah thought that it should be clarified in the email that they were not ranked.

Angelina said she would reach out to Liz to make sure things were clearly not ranked
and that rationale was included.

Allie commented that if the appointments board made rationales, they should take
everybody’s comments and concerns into account.

Cole motioned to adopt the appointment boards recommendations without the
rankings.

The motion was approved.

VIII. Committee Elections
A. Committee on Educational Policy [CEP] (1 senator) * 2-year term*

Cole shared that the committee was the second most important faculty
committee at the college, and what they did was determine long-term curricular
growth of the school. They made decisions about courses, grading policy,
absence policy, etc. He said that there was almost nothing relating to education
they did not talk about and decide on, and that the committee was the place to
be to have a big impact on the school. He noted that time commitment was one
hour a week every Friday morning, and said that he wanted students to be there
every week if possible.

Jalen echoed what Cole said and said that his favorite part was the chance to
be in the discussion about diversifying the faculty. The other point he made was
that he was the only person of color on the committee, and that the committee
would benefit from having voices of color.
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Cole said that if you wanted to be on the committee, you should be ready to say
what you think to professors.

Basma opened the floor for nominations.

Isaiah nominated himself.

Hannah nominated herself.

Sirus nominated himself.

Dania was nominated, accepted nomination.

Brooke nominated herself.

Isaiah said that he had been very interested in the committee since he learned
about it and it was the main thing he ran on. He said he had an extreme passion
for education and an awareness of inequities in education. He said that he
worked hard to diversify education in high school, and that he had done similar
work at the district level.

Hannah said that the main reason she came to Amherst college was the
education they had here, and that she valued representation of POC, and that
she thought it was rare to see professors from diverse backgrounds, even in
classes about POC culture.

Sirus said that he had seen educational policy upfront, and that as a black
studies major he knew how important it was to have diverse staff, and that he
would love to see an Asian studies major, for instance. He said he had a good
understanding of educational policies and would love to continue that.

Dania said that she had seen how other colleges had set up majors that were far
more interdisciplinary, and that certain majors were very limited and she wished
this wasn’t the case. She said she was debating being on the committee, but
that it was very important to her and they could do so much more. She noted
how some departments were funded far better than others, and that had to be
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addressed.

Brooke noted that she was on this committee her first semester, and that she
had quite a bit of experience around educational policy and diversifying faculty.
She said she felt very comfortable advocating for students and would love to do
it again.

Anna asked if it still applied that students had to be from certain departments.

Cole said that it was not super important, and that he and Jalen had the major
requirements set.

Jae Yun noted that he had served on the committee, and asked the candidates if
they would advocate for an Asian-American studies major, and how they would
advocate for it.

Brooke said she would advocate for it, and that she had reviewed opportunity
requests before which was a good in-road to do this.

Dania said that she would advocate for it as the Asian civilizations major was so
wide, and that so many identities were being mixed together. She said they
could get the major by really putting in effort, and that they were a top university
that should be able to hire adequate professors.

Sirus said that such a major was very important to him, and that he would
recommend it for the meeting agenda as the first thing he did, and that he would
start written campaigns.

Hannah said that when she first came to Amherst, she was surprised to see that
there was bias among professors teaching Asian studies, and that she wanted to
work to find professors that would not have that kind of bias.

Isaiah said that he would absolutely support such a major, and that they had
noticed that in their work in education studies, Asian-Americans were often
overlooked as a racial minority, and they would want to work to address that
issue.
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Basma opened the poll for voting.

Basma announced that there would be a runoff between Isaiah and Hannah.

Isaiah was elected to the CEP.

B. Faculty Committee on Admissions & Financial Aid [FCAFA] (1 senator) *
2-year term*

Yvette spoke about how it was a fun committee where they talked about policies
surrounding admissions and financial aid, and they would talk about how they
could better suit the community. She said that the time commitment was every
week on Fridays at 8am

Basma opened the nomination period.

Dania was nominated, accepted nomination with Sirus speaking on her behalf.

Mia was nominated, accepted nomination.

Lori nominated herself.

Brooke nominated herself.

Isaiah was nominated, accepted nomination.

Min Ji nominated herself.

Sirus said, speaking on Dania’s part, that she thought it was very important to
have FGLI voices and that financial aid could be very threatening and was a very
arbitrary, unfair, and unclear process and that this was a situation that was never
fixed.

Mia said that she went through the admission process pretty recently as a
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transfer student and as such, offered a unique perspective. She said she knew
about the gap with the financial aid in need students did not receive.

Lori said that she had been doing a lot of research in this committee, and that
we were one of the schools with the biggest endowments but we only spent
around 10% of it on financial aid. She said it was a very threatening process, the
college did not do enough through COVID, and they could do more for middle
class students. She said they could also have a much better outlook on how
they were admitting students.

Brooke said that as she was a senior, she was thinking about how she wanted to
leave Amherst and that they could do much better about how they presented
themselves to prospective applicants. She said it was important to make
standards transparent and that they recruit more athletes of color. She also
noted that it was important to have more apparel that students would want to
wear.

Isaiah said that they were very passionate about financial aid. He thought it was
very ridiculous how despite the large endowment not enough aid was given. He
thought that test scores should be de-emphasized and they should do more
outreach to BIPOC students, LGBT students, and recruit more applications of
color.

Min Ji said she was very interested in this committee and that the financial aid
policy of the college had to be a lot more clear cut. She said that health
insurance and dental insurance policies as well were not super clear and needed
to be a lot more straightforward. She said that although Amherst was becoming
more diverse, there was still a lot more diversity to be included.

Cole asked about the position of the nominees on the college using the CSS
profile in applications.

Min Ji said that she didn’t like the CSS profile, and that it gave the college more
excuse to not give financial aid, and thus she didn’t like it very much.
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Isaiah said that he agreed with Min Ji and the way the CSS profiles were
registered stopped many students from being able to go to Amherst.

Brooke said she agreed with what had been said.

Lori said that the CSS profile was the only way undocumented students could
get financial aid, and that without it, accessibility for these students would be
cut.

Mia said she agreed with everyone and that it was necessary in some cases, but
noted that other schools did not have it.

Sirus said that Dania thought the CSS profile did not accurately reflect the needs
of students, and she wanted to make it so that outside scholarships could be
used for financial aid packages. He noted how Amherst was test-optional.

Basma opened the poll.

Lori was elected to the FCAFA.

C. Committee on Priorities & Resources (1 senator)

Allie said that the committee was made up of the provost, the CFO, and from the
AAS, the treasurer and two voting members. She noted that they discussed the
money that was involved in budgetary issues, such as what they saw for the
future and what they wanted to invest in. She noted that they had a meeting with
Biddy the next day and she would talk about new long term priorities, and that
the time was Tuesdays at either 8:30 or 8am.

Jae Yun said that they learned a lot of important information and it was a very
important committee.

Basma opened the nomination period.

Jaden was nominated, accepted nomination.
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Hannah nominated herself.

Mia nominated herself.

Jaden said that he had already felt that Amherst was one of the best institutions
of higher education in the country and that they should spend like it. He noted
that it didn’t make sense that some buildings were old and decrepit and that
some classes weren’t held in buildings. He said they had to invest in
infrastructure and pay their staff more.

Hannah echoed what Jaden said and said that they must spend their money
responsibly and that it was very important that staff was available. She also said
it was important to bring attention to financial aid.

Mia said that it was very important to tackle the issue of worker’s wages. She
also said that it was important to introduce more transparency of where Amherst
got its money from, as sometimes it doesn’t align with Amherst beliefs.

Allie noted that there were a lot of intimidating people on the committee, and
asked how comfortable candidates were with arguing with the president.

Mia noted that practically, she was speech and debate captain so she was good
at that, and that as a woman of color it was something you had to get used to so
she was good at it.

Hannah echoed the statement about being a woman of color and also said it
was just something she was very passionate about.

Jaden noted how it was his second meeting and he had already demonstrated
he could talk a lot, and that in high school he had told his school up front that
their policy on race was bad.

Basma opened the poll.

There was a runoff between Jaden and Hannah.
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Jaden was elected to the committee.

D. Committee on Education & Athletics (1 senator)

Angelina asked if they had set up a meeting time.

Basma said they were still working that out.

Basma noted that they were thinking of adding an at-large seat so that was
something people on the committee could think about.

Cole asked what the committee did.

Basma noted that if you looked at the Senate Department sheet, you could see
some information about it.

Lucas noted that it was education and athletics.

Basma opened nominations.

Brooke nominated herself.

Gent was nominated, accepted nomination.

Brooke said that she was a senior on the soccer team, and there was a lot more
room for understanding between administration and athletes. She noted that
everybody looked at athletics differently, but almost everybody used athletics in
some way. She also noted that there were admissions and accessibility issues
surrounding athletics.

Gent said that just in the short time he had been here he had seen the role
athletics played on campus but that there wasn’t a positive enough school spirit
surrounding athletics. He noted that there was animosity between athletes and
non-athletes and as an athlete who wasn’t recruited he could see both sides of
that.
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Isaiah asked candidates, regarding the situation with the Lacrosse team two
years ago, what the appropriate response would have been.

Angelina noted that, while important, that was not necessarily relevant to what
the committee did and may be more relevant to another committee.

Basma opened the poll.

Brooke was elected to the committee.

E. Community Standards Review Board [CSRB] (4 senators)

Lucas said that he was on it for one meeting and they selected a group for every
case to look over the facts and hear from the people involved, and come to a
conclusion about guilt and the appropriate remedy. He noted that the time
committee was pretty light.

Jae Yun asked that you only join the committee if you were very serious about
what you did, as the decisions you come to could have very serious
consequences. He noted that they did not meet often but were very serious. He
noted that purview was expanded to include sexual misconduct cases.

Basma opened up the nominated period.

Hannah was nominated, accepted nomination.

Sofia nominated herself.

Taha nominated himself.

Allie was nominated, accepted nomination.

The election was non-contentious, these four were elected to the CSRB

F. Sexual Respect Task Force (2 senators) *2-year term*

Basma noted that these were two year terms meeting bi-weekly.
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Lucas read off the description of the committee, noting that the committee
reviewed decisions that could affect the climate of the college, create a positive
culture, and the goal was to create a culture in which sexual violence did not
exist.

Basma opened the nomination period.

Min Ji was nominated, accepted nomination.

Anna nominated herself.

The election was non-contentious, Min Ji and Anna were elected.

IX. On-Campus Check-ins

Lori noted that many residents in Newport and Seligman wanted lights to be installed as
it could get a little scary and there was a concern for safety.

Lucas seconded that saying that he had to jaywalk every day.

Angelina said that EHS (environment, health, and safety) may be the best route.

Lucas noted that Lori could also talk to facilities.

Cole said that Lori could talk to the town advisory committee.

Basma said she would send an email to those three.

Lori, Lucas, Anna, and Courtney requested to be CC’d on the email.

Jaden asked exactly what fell in this period.

Basma said it was a free space to address concerns about the college or the campus.

Allie asked for more clarity over what happened over the summer with appointing the
director of sustainability, noting that somebody they did not want to be picked was
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picked.

Cole said that he was not sure how they chose students, but that it might have been a
snowball sample. He said that at the end of the day, every student wrote their own
thoughts, and though he had his own preferences, he thought all the candidates were
good.

Allie asked if he thought there was any foul play at hand.

Cole said he did not think so, and that the faculty was deeply committed to climate
action.

Jaden asked to suggest that in places like Val and Schwemms that they switched to
cups for condiments, as it would be easy, not risk COVID, and be cheaper.

Basma suggested to email the dining committee, telling everybody to bombard Maira
and those on the dining committee with questions.

Fareeda noted that ACEMS members didn’t get paid, and that it was all volunteer and
the school could sue if you didn’t do enough work. She asked if anybody knew who
they should contact about getting paid.

Basma asked if she knew where the pay came from.

Fareeda said she did not know but could ask.

Cole said that the dining committee should make a form to let senators submit what
should be done.

X. Senate Project Updates

Cole said that Robert’s Rules were not being followed as it was 800 pages long, so he
would explore moving to a shorter, more sensible set of rules.

Lucas asked to be CC’d.
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Hannah said that it was really hard to pick a major, and that she would want a major fair
to make it easier.

Several people said that they approved of the idea.

Allie asked who would be interested in helping.

Isaiah, Min Ji, and Shreya expressed interest.

Jaden thought it would be cool to have a community yard sale.

Angelina noted that this was a thing that was already done sometimes.

XI. Committee Updates

Sofia noted that data collection that would inform options for admin was being done,
and that some organizations would have group specific sessions, but there would also
be general sessions, and urged that people not ignore the email.

Allie noted that the spike in endowment would likely not roll over into this year's budget
so there would be no extra funds.

XII. Officer Reports

Lucas said that ACPD would no longer be looking after AAS keys so they would be
looking into boxes to keep things safe.

Jae Yun said it should be kept in Monica’s office.

Lucas said the code would change regularly.

Angelina shared that they would have regular AAS dinners on 6pm mondays.

XIII. Adjournment

The senate adjourned.
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Minute Taker: Caden Stockwell, Staff Recording Secretary
Length of Meeting: Two Hours and 20 Minutes


