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Course: Cities, Schools, and Space

» Urban history and educational studies:
> School districting
° Local and federal housing policies
> Urban renewal
> Highway construction
> Universities and Cold War research

* Exposing students to a range of
research methodologies, including:
> Archival analysis
> Oral interviews

> Geographic information systems (GIS)




Black
Year Population
1940 4%
1960 5%
1970 7%
1980 1%
2000 12%

Cambridge, MA

Harvard University

* A city of 110,000 people

: State determines
n¢ elementary school is racially imbalanced

Massachusetts Institute of Technology



Elementary School
Construction in
Cambridge,
1960-1979

¢ Josie Fisher ’12,Yinan Zhang ’12, Andy Anderson,
and Hilary Moss

* Presentation at the Social Science History
Association Annual Meeting, Boston, 201 |

* What was the role of space, race, and class in
school assignment decisions!?







AT Classes & School Facilities

AT Year Opened
School Students Condition of School Facilities (1967) P
or Expanded
(1967)
Agassiz 58% School freshly painted; rooms light and cheerful. Very pleasant school atmosphere. 1915
New, very beautiful building, Library, science room, boys' and girls' gymnasiums, showers, locker rooms,
0,
Ferlbigly I cafeteria, audiovisual room. Auditorium. Heath and dental suites. B0
Haggerty 24% Assembly hall, but no gym. Very well kept. 1914
Russell 13% Assembly hall and gymnasium combined. Home economics and woodworking facilities. 1897, 1924
Longfellow 12% nght, cheerful classrooms. Assembly Hall converts into gymnasium. Library being set up. Newly installed 1931
science room.
Fitzgerald 10% Att'rgc'tlve building with all facilities such as gymnasiums, cafeteria, home economics and woodworking 1957
facilities.
Thorndike 10% Cgmbmatlon assembly hall and gym. Home economics and woodworking facilities. Though building is 1911
fairly old, atmosphere of school is cheerful
Morse 9% New and very beautiful school. Bright rooms. Ceramic murals. Gymnasiums for boys and girls, cafeteria, 1955
’ excellent facilities for woodworking, sewing and cooking classes. Auditorium; health and dental suites.
Harrington 7% New, very attractive, and with all facilities, such as gymnasiums, auditorium, and science room. 1959
Fletcher 5% Assembly hall. No gym, library, or science room. No home economics or woodworking facilities. 1903
. . 1852, 1885
0, . > b
Webster 5% Assembly hall; no gym, library, or science room. 1909, 1929
Putnam 4% Over 100 years old. Lacks all special facilities. 1887
Roberts 4% Combination of assembly hall and gym. 1929
Houghton 4% Assembly hall. No gym (physical education held in large room). 1904, 1923




Archival Find: Block-level Census Data
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Segregated
community?

* Was Peabody drawn “to exclude an established
community of blacks in the Concord Avenue area™?



Segregated
community?




1903: Modest Homes for Brickmakers?

1922 Peabody catchment:
If present in 1903, separating
residential and industrial.




Assessing the Impact
of the Inner Belt:

MIT, Highways, and
Housing in Cambridge, Massachusetts

e Hilary Moss,Yinan Zhang ’|2, and Andy Anderson

e Journal of Urban History
November 2014
vol. 40 no. 6 1054-1078

* From the 1950s to the early 1970s, eastern
Cambridge was threatened by a bisecting
highway...what role did MIT play in its route!?




e Three final Inner Belt routes by the mid-1960s

* Brookline-EIm Route would displace >1200 families,
~7000 people (5%), >100 businesses, and ~3000 jobs




 Fletcher school
upgrade delayed
by uncertainty

Fletcher School, 1926




Brookline-ElIm Route, near Central Sq.

* |967 properties map
» Georeferenced

* Route extracted

* Owners detailed



Compare to the 1930 and 1940 census!

Of current owners N = 326:

» 83% person- or family-trust-owned properties N = 270
Of the above, we identified ~42%:

* 64% renters (now owners) N = |08

» |8% black (6% city-wide) N =116

» 55% foreign-born (9% West Indies) N = | |9






End result: no highway!
Stopped in 1971

Even so, damage to
the neighborhood:

local residents “didn’t
bother to paint their
houses — they figured
they were just gonna
be pushed out of
them...they didn’t fix
the shingles or roofs.”

ZMHERGEN
School committee finally agreed
to rebuild Fletcher in 1972.



e Cambridge GIS! Jeff Amero, et al.

e Cambridge Assessor

e Cambridge Historical Society ThankS!

e MIT Archives
» National Historical GIS @ U. Minnesota
e Mellon Foundation

e Qur students!




