
JAMES C. GAITHER JUNIOR FELLOWS PROGRAM - ESSAY PROMPTS 2019-2019 Program Year
An essay of no more than three (3) typewritten, double-spaced pages on one of the following topics.  These topics are intended to test skills in analysis, logic, and 
written expression.  The essays should be analytical thought pieces, not research papers.  Students should submit an essay related to their primary research program 
interests, although the James Gaither Junior Fellows Program may ultimately select an applicant for a program outside of his/her designated primary interest or 
make an assignment to more than one program. Applicants must respond to the question pertaining to the program to which they are applying.

A. Democracy and Rule of Law Program.  There is an intense and ever-growing debate within and among many
countries over whether it is legitimate for outside actors (governmental as well as nongovernmental actors) to fund civil
society organizations within a country. Set forward and elaborate what you believe are the strongest arguments in favor
of and opposed to the view that foreign funding for civil society is legitimate. Be sure to consider different types of civil
society activities and organizations that might receive such funding.

B. U.S. Foreign Policy and Diplomacy.  The Obama Administration looked to re-set relations with Russia, recast 
America’s role in the Middle East, and rebalance its posture toward the Asia-Pacific. Each of these endeavors made some 
strides, but also ran into roadblocks. Choose one of these areas and describe the strategic logic behind the 
Administration’s efforts, the results, and several lessons from the policy experience that ought to inform American 
diplomacy in the years ahead. 

C. Nuclear Policy Program.   Which state without nuclear weapons do you believe is at most risk of acquiring them?

D. Cyber Policy Initiative.  Name and discuss five attributes of cyber weapons that make them unique from other types of

weapons.

E. Energy and Climate Program.  Given the growth of big data and increasing calls for transparency, how do you see the
energy and climate field changing in the future?

F. Middle East Program.  The Middle East region is going through a huge, agonizing and protracted transformation
characterized by dwindling oil revenues, rising populations, failing governance structures and government services, rising
extremism and sectarianism, and high youth unemployment.  The current situation has enabled regional powers to
intervene in each other’s affairs as well as non-state actors such as the self-proclaimed Islamic State to emerge and spread
new toxic ideologies.  What do you see as one of the most difficult threats facing the region today and the underlying
drivers of turmoil? Discuss the impact this has had on two countries in the region and strategies that will help move these
countries toward a better future.

G. South Asia Program. (Please respond to just ONE of the two following questions).  What factors explain why, in many
democracies, poor people continue to receive poor public services, despite accounting for a large share of the
population?  OR Under what conditions is a military response an effective solution to transnational terrorism?

H. China Studies (Asia Program).  The history of the interaction between a rising power and an existing great power suggests
that the chances are high of a war occurring between the two.  Does history in fact suggest that China, as a rising power,
and the United States, as an existing great power, will more likely go to war than not?  Use both references to history and
the Sino-U.S. situation to support your argument.

I. Japan Studies (Asia Program).   Prime Minister Abe’s government has pursued a variety of reforms to its defense and
security policies, including revising the National Defense Program Guidelines, creating a new structure for the National
Security Council, developing a National Security Strategy, reinterpreting its ability to exercise the right of collective self-
defense, and passing new legislation to reflect these changes.  What are the key political and strategic drivers behind this
push, what are the moderating factors, and what is important for U.S. policy makers to understand as they consider how
to respond/react (balancing national security needs with regional foreign policy priorities)?

J. Economics (Asia Program).  China is now experiencing a slowdown in economic growth.  Is this likely to persist and
what are the implications for the Asia region and for the US?

K. Russia/Eurasia Program.   The U.S.-Russia relationship has plummeted to unprecedented post-Cold War lows. Can this
downward trajectory be arrested? What are the key dangers in the current situation and how might the Trump
Administration seek to prevent things from getting out of hand?

L. Geoeconomics and Strategy Program. (Please respond to just ONE of the two following questions).  How can
governments and the private sector work more effectively in the future to advance their national interests around the
world? (Pick any one country as an example).  OR Who benefits most, economically, from U.S. foreign, international
economic and defense policy?
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