
Professor Austin Sarat

A Word From Our Chair

Welcome back!  COVID 19 has thrown us another curveball, but the college has
responded in a thoughtful and prudent way. All of us in Political Science are
eager to resume teaching and working with our extraordinarily talented
students. 

Meanwhile, we are all thrilled at the news that Prof. Kerry Ratigan has been
promoted to Associate Professor with tenure, starting July 1. We are all lucky to
have Prof. Ratigan at the college. 

In other news we are pleased to welcome Bjorn Hammar who will be joining us
for the semester as a Stint Fellow. Prof. Hammar will be teaching  "Sovereignty
State Empire" (POSC 329). We are also pleased to report that we were successful
in our search for a new colleague in political theory. Jaeyoon Park will be joining
us in the fall as will Scott Smitson. Prof. Smitson will hold the position of
Chamberlain Fellow.

Stay safe. And good luck with the start of the semester.

 Austin Sarat
William Nelson Cromwell Professor Jurisprudence & Political Science
Amherst College
email: adsarat@amherst.edu
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News andNews andNews and
EventsEventsEvents

Wednesday, February 23, 2022, 6:00-7:30 pm - Porter Lounge
1.  Senior Thesis Workshops for 2021-22 will be held on the following dates:

Thursday, February 10, 2022, 5:00-6:00 pm - This Meeting is anticipated to be held via Zoom
Last meeting  with Senior Thesis Writers TBD

2. Junior Political Science Thesis Writers Informational Meetings will be held on the following dates: 

5. Faculty Office Hours 
To see this semesters faculty office hours, go to the Political Science web page and click on the "Faculty & Staff" tab, "Faculty
Office Hours",  or go to :  https://www.amherst.edu/mm/34891

6. Political Science Department information
To find out more information about the Political Science Department, the major,  our courses, or any new or updated news
and events, please visit our web page  at : https://www.amherst.edu/mm/13471  or contact our Chair: Austin Sarat at
adsarat@amherst.edu or the Academic Department Coordinator, Theresa Laizer at talaizer@amherst.edu

Thesis News and Deadlines

3. Thesis Proposals from Juniors are due by Tuesday, March 1, 2022

4. Final Thesis from Seniors are due by Wednesday, April 13, 2022

https://www.amherst.edu/mm/34891
https://www.amherst.edu/mm/13471
mailto:adsarat@amherst.edu
mailto:talaizer@amherst.edu


Javier Corrales
Professor Javier Corrales just published The Politics of
LGBTQ Rights Expansion in Latin America and the Caribbean
(Cambridge Elements, Cambridge University Press, 2022).
This short book reviews explanations for the expansion of
LGBTQ rights and setbacks in the region. Javier Corrales is
especially grateful to a number of students who helped with
various aspects of the research as part of their final project
or as research assistants at Amherst College in the spring of
2020: Camila A. Blanco, Scott Brasesco, Se Yoon Choi,
Sydney Ireland, Danielle R. King, Jack D. Kiryk, Jasper Lile,
Kyabeth Rincón, and Erica P. Sanders.

Contact Information
e-mail: jcorrales@amherst.edu

Kerry Ratigan
Congratulations to Professor Kerry Ratigan for being
promoted to Associate Professor with tenure.  It was an
honor well deserved. If you see her walking around campus
this semester, give her your congratulations! Professor
Ratigan also announced that her first book will be
published by Cambridge University Press in June 2022. The
book is titled Local Politics and Social Policy in China: Let
Some Get Healthy First, Ratigan explains that due to uneven
economic reforms, Chinese provinces have developed
distinct approaches to governing that impact social policy
priorities and policy implementation. Ratigan shows how
coastal provinces tended to prioritize health and education
and developed a pragmatic policy style, which fostered
innovation and professionalism in policy implementation.
Meanwhile, inland provinces tended to prioritize targeted
poverty alleviation and affordable housing, while taking a
paternalist, top-down approach to implementation. This
book provides a quantitative analysis of provincial social
policy spending in the 2000s and qualitative case studies of
provinces with divergent approaches to social policy. It
highlights healthcare but also draws on illustrative
examples from poverty alleviation, education, and housing
policy. The book shows the importance of local actors in
shaping social policy implementation.

Contact Information
e-mail: kratigan@amherst.edu

mailto:jcorrales@amherst.edu
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Basileus Zeno
Professor Basileus Zeno is Karl Loewenstein Fellow and
Visiting Lecturer in Political Science at Amherst College. He  
just published a new peer-reviewed article which discusses
the effects of displacement and war on school-age children.
The article, Education and alienation: The case of displaced
Syrians and refugees, was published in Digest of Middle East
Studies (DOMES). 

On November 3, 2021 he participated in a panel titled, Ten
Years On: Displacement, Disruption and Scholarly
Production in the Aftermath of Uprisings, which was
organized by the Middle East Studies Association (MESA)
and the Arab Studies Institute.

Professor Zeno just received notification from the editor of
Nations and Nationalism that his peer-reviewed article was
accepted and will soon be published. The article is: Basileus
Zeno. (Forthcoming). “The Making of Sects: Boundary-
Making and the Sectarianization of the Syrian Uprising,
2011-2013,” Nations and Nationalism.

Contact Information
e-mail: bzeno@amherst.edu

 

 

Professor Ruxandra Paul  just received notification the
manuscript she co-authored with Peggy Levitt, Erica
Dobbs, and Ken Sun has been fully approved for
publication at Oxford University Press. The book is titled:
"Transnational Social Protection: Social Welfare Across
National Borders". We all look forward to its publication
and are proud of the accomplishment.

Contact Information
e-mail: rpaul@amherst.edu

Ruxandra Paul

https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezproxy.amherst.edu/doi/10.1111/dome.12251
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/43518
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14698129


It is with great enthusiasm we announce Professor
Manuela Picq has accepted a position as Karl Loewenstein
Senior Lecturer in the Political Science Department at
Amherst College. She will be returning to Amherst to teach
this upcoming Fall semester. She wishes to thank everyone
involved for their support and making this appointment
happen. She looks forward to seeing everyone in the fall.

Professor Picq is teaching this semester at the Universidad
San Francisco de Quito (USFQ), Ecuador. She is currently
doing research and putting the finishing touches on her
two forthcoming books, The first book, co-authored with
Andrew Canessa,  will be titled "Savages and Citizens:
Indigenous-State Relations from Thomas Hobbes to Evo
Morales".  Her other book "Vernacular Sovereignties" was
translated to Spanish by Silvia Rivera Cusicanqui and will
be published by Argentinean Press Prometeo. 

Contact Information
e-mail: mpicq@amherst.edu

Manuela Picq



Björn Hammar
Björn Hammar will be a STINT Fellow at the Department of
Political Science of Amherst College the spring semester
2022.

Björn Hammar is an Associate Professor of Political Science
at Örebro University, Sweden. He earned his Ph.D. from the
University of Granada (Spain) in 1998 and is a graduate from
Stockholm University. His research and teaching have been
carried out within and in collaboration with academic
institutions in Sweden, Spain (and to some extent in Latin
America), where he has held tenured and visiting positions.
He has taught for more than 20 years at all levels of Political
Science (from undergraduate to doctoral) in Swedish,
English and Spanish. Hammar's expertise lies within
political theory, history of political thought, democratic
theory, international relations, international thought and
Spanish politics. Currently, he is the main supervisor of one
PhD candidate.

The core of his most recent research is dealing with the
relations between sovereignty, cartography, state and
empire in modern political thought and government. In
order to examine notions of sovereignty in early modern
polities that encompassed both a centralizing state and an
expanding empire, this project focuses on how cartography
and territory was used to represent order, control and
authority. The aim not to delve into these early modern
states/empires in an antiquarian sense, as history strictly
confined to the past.

The purpose is rather to shed light on how certain
cartographic notions continue to influence the way political
order and sovereign government is conceived. Several
articles and conference papers on this theme have been
published. Hammar has previously published on issues
such as the early modern state, Thomas Hobbes, political
theory as rhetoric and tropology, political representation,
political language and the meaning of Europe in Spanish
politics during the transition to democracy.

Hammar is since 2001 a fellow of the research group
Retórica y Teoría Política at Universidad Complutense de
Madrid and a member of the editorial board of the
international journal Foro Interno: Anuario de Teoría
Política. His research has been funded by programs and
bodies such as the Plan Nacional de I+D+i, Ministerio de
Educación y Ciencia de España and the RTD Framework
Programs of the European Union. Hammar has in
numerous occasions served as a member of international
review panels of research programs and agencies, for
example The Spanish National Agency for Scientific
Evaluation.

Course Offered by Professor Hammer Spring 2022

POSC 329 - Sovereignty, State and Empire

This course delves into the theoretical and historical
coexistence of states and empires, focusing on how
sovereignty and related concepts have been conceived in
different contexts. Ideas about the sovereign state have
been highly influential when depicting and analyzing
modern political order and authority. Other modern
polities have however coexisted with the sovereign state.
The most prominent of these polities is empire. Sovereign
states and empires have frequently been portrayed as
entities guided by contending principles of rule and
authority. Nonetheless, the early modern era, which in the
history of political thought traditionally has been depicted
as the emergence of state sovereignty, coincides with the
establishment of transoceanic empires with extensions
never before seen. This European imperial endeavor is a
striking example of how states were faced with a reality
that did not always match the ideas that eventually would
be associated with sovereignty. The focus of this course is
not primarily on the relation between state and empire as a
question strictly confined to the past. The course rather
emphasizes how notions about contemporary state
sovereignty and the rule of modern empires continue to
share fundamental dilemmas concerning political order.

Welcome Our New and Visiting Faculty Members 
to the Political Science Department 

for 2022-2023



Jaeyoon Park
Jaeyoon Park will come to Amherst from the University of
California, Berkeley, where he is completing his doctorate
in political theory. His research investigates dominant
understandings of selfhood, identity, and the subject in
late-modern American society, and the forms of power
that these understandings refract and enable. Park’s
current book project studies the construction and
government of the addict, and other subjects of strong
desire and will, in the contemporary United States. His
essays have been published in History of the Present, the
Journal of Medical Humanities, and Political Theory. Park
teaches broadly in the history of political thought and on
contemporary critical theory. In 2022-23, he will offer a
course on Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud (fall) and a course on
theories of police and prison abolition (spring).

Contact Information
e-mail: jpark@amherst.edu

Fall 2022 Course

POSC-225:  Marx, Nietzsche, Freud

In this course, we will study the political thought of Karl
Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, and Sigmund Freud. We will
devote equal parts of the term to each thinker, and learn
about the intellectual and social crises that animated what
they wrote, decipher and analyze their complex theoretical
ideas, and ask to what extent their efforts to theorize
capitalism, inequality, alienation, nihilism, the will to
power, political moralism, rage against social constraints,
the death drive, and mass delusion might help us make
sense of our own times. What do these classic theories
help us to see anew or more clearly in our own world? And
in what ways do the classic theories fail to capture what is
happening around us? These two questions drive much
scholarship in political theory, and we will try our hand at
them in dialogue with Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud.

Spring 2023 Course

POSC- 341:  Police and Prison Abolition in the       
                        Contemporary United States

This course explores the contemporary politics of police
and prison abolition in the U.S. The contemporary abolition
movement will serve both as a topic of intrinsic interest and
as a window onto some of the general political questions of
our time. In studying the arguments, aims, and visions of
abolition politics, we will be pressed to think about the
paths to racial justice in our society, especially at the site of
criminal justice; the capacities for radical social
transformation from below; the distribution of powers
between state and civil society; the relationship between
power and violence; the influence of past origins on present
institutions and practices; and more. What are the broader
political ambitions, and experiences of injustice that fuel
contemporary advocacy for abolition? Which kinds of
domination are effectively targeted by abolition politics, and
which, if any, are not? What powers and principles would
likely organize the world that abolition activists seek to
make? We will also be pressed to think about more narrow
questions such as whether and how to defund police, what
to expect from jury trials in the wake of police killings, and
what ought to be done about the prison crisis conditions
exposed by the pandemic. Readings will be drawn from a
range of contemporary authors and perspectives, including
some ardently committed to the project of police and prison
abolition as well as others more uncertain about its political
promise and future.



Scott Smitson
Dr. Scott A. Smitson is a Strategist, Global Futures
Forecaster, Political Scientist, and Educator. He is a retired
US Army Officer, serving over twenty-one years on active
duty in both combat arms and as an Army Strategist. As a
Strategist, he led multi-disciplinary groups and facilitated
senior leader decision-making by assessing, developing,
and articulating policy, strategy, and plans at the national
and international levels, all while integrating U.S.
instruments of power, most especially defense and
diplomacy. His military career culminated in his
assignment as the Strategy Branch Chief at USSOUTHCOM,
where he served as the principal strategic advisor to the 4-
Star Commander on matters directly impacting current
operations and mid-to-long term national policy and
strategy for U.S. military activity and operations across
Central America, South America, and the Caribbean,
encompassing 31 countries and 16 dependencies and areas
of special sovereignty.

He previously served at the Pentagon in the Joint Staff as
the Deputy Chief for Forces Division, responsible for
overseeing numerous efforts related to Global Force
Management, Readiness, and Force Sufficiency. He was the
Joint Staff J8 Lead Strategist for the development of Joint
Force future-year Concept of Operations (CONOPs) and
Forces, examining the capability, capacity and readiness of
the Joint Force and its allies in meeting the objectives of the
National Military Strategy against the Top 5 Security
Challenges. During his time at the Pentagon, he made 
 

significant contributions to the 2018 National Defense
Strategy, the Defense Planning Guidance (DPG), Secretary-
level Strategic Portfolio Reviews and global campaign plans
and assessments. Dr. Smitson led and directed a defense
and diplomacy-informed cross-governmental review and
assessment of US strategy and policy for Iran and its
associated surrogates and proxies at the direction of 19th
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Joseph
Dunford.
 
Previously, Dr. Smitson was a member of the US CENTCOM
Commander’s Action Group(CAG), where he served as a
Strategic Advisor for the previous CENTCOM Commander
(present Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin III), responsible
for key theater-strategic issues and initiatives covering 20
countries in the CENTCOM AOR, with particular focus on
Egypt, Yemen, and the Gulf Cooperative Council (GCC)
member states. Dr. Smitson developed the military
assurance options to Gulf Cooperative Council (GCC)
partners in support of the State Department-led P5+1 Iran
nuclear program negotiations (JCPOA), as well as the
development of the counter-ISIS strategy and military
campaign plan and the creation and management of the
counter-ISIS coalition.

His operational experiences include deployments in
support of Operations Southern Watch and Iraqi Freedom,
service as the UN Commander’s representative for
Armistice issues inthe Korean DMZ, and Company
Command in 2nd Infantry Division. From 2013-2014, he was
a Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow
(CFR IAF) where he served as a US-UK Strategic Planner in
the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence. During his tenure
as the sole US strategist at the UK Ministry of Defence, he
coordinated UK diplomatic and military contributions to the
US/UK/France/Canada Sahel Multinational Planning Group,
to include the international response against Boko Haram,
as well as US, UK, and France operations and activities
against extremist movements in Chad, Niger, and Libya. He
is an expert on the US-UK ‘Special Relationship’, and is
currently authoring a book on British Grand Strategy.

Dr. Smitson served as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Social Sciences at the United States Military
Academy from 2010-2013, and helped establish the West
Point Grand Strategy Program in 2013. He also was an
Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University’s Security
Studies Program in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign
Service.

https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/vernacular-sovereignties
https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/vernacular-sovereignties


He is a frequent Principal Lecturer at the International
School on Disarmament and Research on Conflicts
(ISODARCO) in Andalo, Italy, and has also held adjunct
Professorships with Florida International University (FIU),
University of Miami, and over the past two years with the
John Glenn College of Public Affairs at the Ohio State
University.

Dr. Smitson earned a Joint PhD in Political Science and
Public Policy from Indiana University’s School of
Environmental and Public Affairs (SPEA) as well as a MA in
Political Science. He was a Distinguished Military Graduate
at the Ohio State University. His publications include The
Road to Good Intentions: British Nation-Building in Aden
(NDU Press), “The War on Terror Ten Years On” (Strategos:
Journal of the US Army Strategist Association), “An
American in Her Majesty’s Ministry of Defence” (War on the
Rocks), “Solving America's Gray-Zone Puzzle” (Parameters),
“After Mosul: Enlarging the Context of the Syria-Iraq
Conflict(s)” (New America), and "The Compound Security
Dilemma: Threats at the Nexus of War and Peace"
(Parameters).

Professor Smitson will be teaching two courses at Amherst
College next year, In the Fall he will teaching POSC 434 -
Grand Strategy, and in the spring POSC 435 - Failed states,
Fragility, and Democratization. 

Contact Information
e-mail: ssmitson@amherst.edu   or
scott.smitson@gmail.com
 

Fall 2022 Semester
POSC 434 - Grand Strategy
This course will examine the theory and practice of Grand
Strategy in a historical and contemporary context, from a
variety of analytical perspectives, integrating academic
disciplines, including history, economics, political science,
international relations, and security studies, with elements
from the profession of arms. This methodology will expose
students to a rich tapestry of challenges facing senior
political and military leaders and help students understand
the complex relationship between national resources,
military objectives, and national security policy. The
strategists and their strategies we consider will range over
some two and a half millennia, illustrating the continuity
and change in the practice of strategy, as well as the kind of
challenges and opportunities that endure for all nations and
their leaders. Students will grapple with the complex
interrelationship between policy, strategy, and grand
strategy spanning the peace-war continuum. At the
conclusion of this course, students will be able to evaluate
strategic arguments and create alternative courses of
strategic action. Students will also be able to apply basic
strategic principles drawn from theorists, real world
practitioners, and the lessons drawn from historical case
studies.

Spring 2023 Semester
POSC 435 - Failed States, Fragility, and Democratization
This course will examine the intersection of democratic
performance and government institutional resiliency in
fragile, weak, and failed nation-states, and international
actor engagement in "fixing" failed states. This course
tackles the question of how to design policies and programs
to rebuild failed and weak states into functioning, if not
vibrant, democracies. From the collapse of the Afghan
national government in 2021, the "compound security"
challenge of Venezuela, persistent instability in portions of
the Middle East and Africa and Latin America, and the use
of weak and failing states as "contested locations" for great
power influence, the study of failed states and the policy
approaches designed to address them are as timely as they
are relevant. Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to stress the stability and governing capacity of
nation-states, all set against the backdrop of weakening
support for democratic norms and institutions globally. We
will examine the causes of nation-state failure, the
trajectories or pathways to and from failure, and the
ingredients purported to contribute to the consolidation of
democracy, as well as societal resilience. In addition, we
will critically assess the policies and programs of
international actors intent upon aiding the transition to
democracy, such as the United States.

https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/vernacular-sovereignties
http://amherst.edu/
http://amherst.edu/
https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/vernacular-sovereignties


Spring Semester  2022
POSC 122 - Power and Relevance of International Organizations: The Case of the UN and Other IOs - Professor Gustavo 
 Salcedo

POSC 223 - The Politics of Race in American Society - Professor Princess Williams

POSC 329 - Sovereignty State Empire - Professor Björn Hammer

POSC 353 - Public Discussion and Liberal Democracy- Professor Freke Ette

This course provides an introduction to the role and impact that international organizations (IOs) have on
modern world politics. Since their proliferation in the twentieth century, IOs have become an essential part of
the global economic and security commons. Much has been discussed about their relevance in bringing peace
and stability, and whether they challenge the supremacy of the nation-state in international relations.
Through carefully selected readings and numerous audio and video documentaries, we will study the key
concepts and theories that make up the main academic literature on IOs today. Special focus will be given to the
United Nations System: its history, structural organization, and impact on a wide variety of areas, including
decolonization, economic development, conflict management, human rights, and the environment. Other IOs
examined more briefly will be the Organization of American States, and the European and African Unions.
Finally, some thoughts will be given to the rise of international non-governmental organizations.

This course in Race and Ethnic Politics is designed to examine the contemporary influence of race in American
politics while also exploring their historical antecedents. Issues concerning race affect how Americans think of
political candidates, political policies, and their views concerning Americans who are not a member of their own
racial groups. Moreover, issues relating to race has implications for political parties, elected officials, and public
policy debates. This course will also provide students with an overview of the major theories and empirical
approaches to the study of intergroup attitudes. While doing so, we will spend a considerable amount of time in
understanding, dissecting, and extending major theories developed in the Race and Ethnic Politics subfield.
Although focusing principally on matters relating to African Americans, where possible and proper, we will also
make comparisons to other racial/ethnic groups. Each class will include both lectures and student-led
discussion. The course assumes a basic knowledge of statistics and familiarity with American Politics.

This course delves into the theoretical and historical coexistence of states and empires, focusing on how
sovereignty and related concepts have been conceived in different contexts. Ideas about the sovereign state have
been highly influential when depicting and analyzing modern political order and authority. Other modern
polities have however coexisted with the sovereign state. The most prominent of these polities is empire.
Sovereign states and empires have frequently been portrayed as entities guided by contending principles of rule
and authority. Nonetheless, the early modern era, which in the history of political thought traditionally has been
depicted as the emergence of state sovereignty, coincides with the establishment of transoceanic empires with
extensions never before seen. This European imperial endeavor is a striking example of how states were faced
with a reality that did not always match the ideas that eventually would be associated with sovereignty. The
focus of this course is not primarily on the relation between state and empire as a question strictly confined to
the past. The course rather emphasizes how notions about contemporary state sovereignty and the rule of
modern empires continue to share fundamental dilemmas concerning political order.

This Democracy refers to the rule of the people. But who exactly are the people? This course examines how the
people, understood as a publicly discussing, political entity, evolved with the expansion of the voting franchise.
It then considers what the notion of public discussion means in the Social Media Age. The course will explore
public discussion as a concept in the history of political thought, focusing on a variety of European and
American thinkers. The first third of the course studies several nineteenth-century English and French theorists
who grappled with the fate of liberalism in the face of mass democracy. The second part revisits the famous
debate, during the Progressive Era, on the role of public opinion in establishing and sustaining democracy in the
United States. The course concludes with a look at what public discussion means in an age of big data,
individualized advertising, a fragmented media landscape, and social silos.  

 

NEW POLITICAL SCIENCE
COURSES BEING OFFERED 

IN 2022



FYSE ??? - Democratic Backsliding- Professor Javier Corrales

POSC  225- Marx, Nietzsche, Freud - Professor Jaeyoon Park

POSC 226 - The Death of American Democracy - Professor Austin Sarat

The world seems to be experiencing a democratic recession. Since the 2000s, many established democracies are
undergoing erosion in their democratic institutions, even transitioning to autocracies. Fewer autocracies and
semi-authoritarian regimes are transitioning to democracy. And existing autocracies are becoming more
autocratic and acquiring new survival tools. During the Cold War, most threats to existing democracies came
from the military or non-state actors: insurgents or extremist movements. In this era of democratic backsliding,
most serious threats to democratic rule stem from the very winners of democracy—incumbent presidents who
came to office by winning elections. In addition, this backsliding is occurring in richer countries, in defiance of
theories that used to predict that democratic backsliding was improbable in wealthiest nations. This course tries
to understand the extent of this democratic erosion worldwide—its dimensions, causes, and possible ways to
address it. Readings will draw from theoretical, comparative, historical, and case-based works. Students will
also work on independent research projects and class presentations. This course is not intended as a critique of
any particular politician or political party. We will however evaluate claims, possibly familiar to you, that certain
politicians, parties and institutions may be causing democratic backsliding, in the United States and abroad. The
main learning goal is to understand those claims and evaluate their validity. 
 

In this course, we will study the political thought of Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, and Sigmund Freud. We will
devote equal parts of the term to each thinker and learn about the intellectual and social crises that animated
what they wrote; decipher, and analyze their complex theoretical ideas; and ask to what extent their efforts to
theorize capitalism, inequality, alienation, nihilism, the will to power, political moralism, rage against social
constraints, the death drive, and mass delusion might help us make sense of our own times. What do these
classic theories help us to see anew or more clearly in our own world? And in what ways do the classic theories
fail to capture what is happening around us? These two questions drive much scholarship in political theory, and
we will try our hand at them in dialogue with Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud. Readings will be drawn from, among
others: “On the Jewish Question,” the “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts,” and Capital, Volume One
(Marx); Beyond Good and Evil and On the Genealogy of Morals (Nietzsche); “Thoughts for the Times on War and
Death,” Civilization and Its Discontents, and The Future of an Illusion (Freud).
 

The United States is at a crossroads in its political history. Long thought of as the paradigmatic example of a
stable, multiracial, multiethnic, constitutional democracy, today Americans are coming to terms with the fact
that this country’s history is more complex than that imagining would suggest and the fact that survival of our
democratic institutions can no longer be taken for granted. The questions that will guide this course are: How
has the United States come to this point, and how did we reach the current crisis of democracy? We will also
consider whether the present crisis has been precipitated and shaped by our very aspiration to build a racially
and ethnically inclusive society. How does that crisis play out in the internet/social media era? And have
Americans forgotten what it means to think and act in a democratic fashion? Is the constitutional framework
adequate to the challenges the United States now faces? What economic, cultural, social, and political changes
will be necessary if a genuinely inclusive democracy is to be realized and preserved? What habits of mind need
to be cultivated for that to occur? We will draw on literary and popular culture sources and authors like Amanda
Gorman, Toni Morrison and Layli Long Soldier, as well as study thinkers such as Michael Sandel, Nikole-Hannah
Jones, Ibram X. Kendi, Robert Putnam, Amy Chua, Anne Applebaum, Adrian Vermeule, and Danielle Allen.

 

Fall Semester  2022



POSC 228 - Lovers and Friends: A Democratic Idea? - Professor Jared Loggins

POSC 229 - The Politics of Race in American Society - Professor Princess Williams

POSC 239 - Acceptable Prejudice: Age, Aging, Ageism - Professor Ruxandra Paul

POSC 418 - Natural Worlds- Professor Eleonora Mattiacci

This course surveys the historical and philosophical questions and answers made by African-Americans in
response to white supremacy in the 19th and 20th century U.S. Students in the course will explore the form and
substance of political appeals on a wide range of themes including leadership, freedom, equality, economic
redistribution, feminism, and so on. We will explore questions including: why was Frederick Douglass so
adamant about reconstructing the principles of the founding? What were the philosophical arguments made in
the 19th-century about freed Black persons leaving the United States? Why did unsettling patriarchy and white
supremacy form the basis of Anna Julia Cooper’s political vision? What did it mean for African-Americans to
form “a nation within a nation?” What were some socialist arguments for racial justice? What is the relationship
between identity and political vision? How should we understand class formation in African-American political
thought? What were some arguments for and against non-violent self-defense? Importantly, this course is not
just about the various responses by African-Americans to the logic and practice of white supremacy, it is also
about the affirmative visions for human life and collective flourishing. Key figures in the course include
Frederick Douglass, Martin Delaney, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells, W.E.B. Du Bois, Claudia Jones, Malcolm X,
and Martin Luther King Jr. 

This course in Race and Ethnic Politics is designed to examine the contemporary influence of race in American
politics while also exploring their historical antecedents. Issues concerning race affect how Americans think of
political candidates, political policies, and their views concerning Americans who are not a member of one’s
racial groups. Moreover, issues relating to race have implications for political parties, elected officials, and
public policy debates. This course will also provide you with an overview of the major theories and empirical
approaches to the study of intergroup attitudes. While doing so, we will spend a considerable amount of time in
understanding, dissecting, and extending major theories developed in the race and ethnic politics subfield.
Although focusing principally on matters relating to African Americans, where possible and proper,
comparisons will also be made to other racial/ethnic groups. Each class will include both lectures and student-
led discussion. The course assumes a basic knowledge of statistics, and familiarity with American politics.

The course investigates the connections between the politics of aging and political discourses surrounding
seniors from an intersectional and interdisciplinary perspective. The premise of the course highlights the fact
that prejudice, stereotyping, and othering based on age (both towards the young, but primarily against the old)
are "the last acceptable prejudice" in democratic societies. While there are many international conventions
about the rights of children or women, there is little in international law that seeks to protect seniors. Some
express frustration at what they perceive as unfairness created through seniority principles, and the
disproportionate attention the elderly receive as voters (due to their high levels of participation). Others deplore
the invisibility and exclusion seniors face in the labor market and society. The class reflects on the ways in
which these dynamics overlap and interact with race and racism, gender discrimination, and exclusion of the
poor. It considers the sources of empowerment and disempowerment of senior citizens of different racial
backgrounds in the US and around the world, in contemporary politics and in historical perspective. It reflects
on how age and aging are perceived in different cultures and in connection with different racial and ethnic
identities. One of the case studies examines COVID-19 and the condition/agency of seniors during the pandemic
around the world. A central question is: what can and should be done to create cross-generational solidarity in
democratic societies that are so divided along age lines?
 

Nature and the natural world have always been front and center in international relations. They have been a
curse, an ally, a rival and, at times, collateral damage as nations have competed to control natural resources.
This class will explore how nature has shaped interactions between states and individuals across borders, and
how it has been shaped by them. The first part of the class will consider nature’s role during peace time and ask
when states compete over natural resources. When do states instead cooperate to share resources? In the
second part of the class, we will focus on the degree to which disputes over the natural world escalate into wars.
When do actors choose to damage the natural environment through scorched earth techniques? How does
international law deal with these acts? As a culminating activity, students will be asked to do original research
projects and also work in teams. This class will include lectures and a discussion. It is open to majors and non-
major and it fulfills requirements 2 and 4 of the IR 5 College Certificate.



POSC 434 - Grand Strategy - Professor Scott Smitson
This course will examine the theory and practice of Grand Strategy in a historical and contemporary context,
from a variety of analytical perspectives, integrating academic disciplines, including history, economics,
political science, international relations, and security studies, with elements from the profession of arms. This
methodology will expose students to a rich tapestry of challenges facing senior political and military leaders and
help students understand the complex relationship between national resources, military objectives, and
national security policy. The strategists and their strategies we consider will range over some two and a half
millennia, illustrating the continuity and change in the practice of strategy, as well as the kind of challenges and
opportunities that endure for all nations and their leaders. Students will grapple with the complex
interrelationship between policy, strategy, and grand strategy spanning the peace-war continuum. At the
conclusion of this course, students will be able to evaluate strategic arguments and create alternative courses of
strategic action. Students will also be able to apply basic strategic principles drawn from theorists, real world
practitioners, and the lessons drawn from historical case studies.
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FYSE 114 - Racial Inequality in the "New World" - Professor Thomas Dumm  
POSC 108/ASLC 108 - China: Continuity and Change - Professor Kerry Ratigan 
POSC 145 - Work - Professor Kristin Bumiller 
POSC 160/SWAG 160  - Sexualities in International Relations - Professor Manuela Picq 
POSC 214/HIST 215 - Geopolitics and American Foreign Policy - Professor Pavel Machala and Gordon Levin 
POSC 235 - Globalization Through the Lens of Border Culture - Professor Lorne Falk 
POSC 247 - Power, Politics, and the Middle East - Professor Basileus Zeno 
POSC 352 - History of International Relations -  Professor Gustavo Salcedo 
POSC 370 - Cyberpolitics - Professor Ruxandra Paul 
POSC 380 - Kremlin Rising: Russia's Foreign Policy in the 21st Century - Professor Constantine Pleshakov 
POSC 432/LLAS 332 - Amazonia in International Relations - Professor Manuela Picq 

Fall Semester

Spring Semester
POSC 122 - Power and Relevance of International Organizations. The Case of the UN and Other IOs - Prof. Salcedo 
POSC 200 - Topics in International Relations - Professor Pavel Machala
POSC 208/ASLC 208 Power and Politics in Contemporary China - Professor Kerry Ratigan
POSC 270 - European Union Politics: Integration and Disintegration - Professor Ruxandra Paul
POSC 301 - Terrorism and Revolution: A Case Study of Russia - Professor Constantine Pleshakov
POSC 320 - Rethinking Post-Colonial Nationalism - Professor Amrita Basu
POSC 329 - Sovereignty State Empire - Professor Björn Hammer
POSC 407/SWAG 400 - Contemporary Debates: Gender and Right-Wing Nationalism - Professor Amrita Basu
POSC 470 - International Migrations and Politics in the Era of Globalization - Professor Ruxandra Paul

Interterm
POSC 431/ASLC 431 - Health Policy in China - Professor Kerry Ratigan 


