
 We started the season 

as usual with our early March 

practices on the field turf under 

the lights. Touch, lines, and kick-

ing drills gave way eventually to 

some wrap tackling that occa-

sionally got out of hand as the 

team couldn‟t wait for the real 

rugby to begin. 

 The season started off 

with a disappointing 1 point loss 

to Trinity at Pratt Field as penal-

ties were our undoing. We had 

tries from backs captain and full-

back Michael Halvorson „11 and 

senior rookie Andrew Harrison  

who started this season at out-

side center. Despite having the 

stronger team, our inexperience 

in some of the finer points of the 

game led to too many penalties 

and Trinity walked off the field 

victorious. 

 We went into our 

second week determined not to 

succumb to beat ourselves again, 

and we swiftly trounced Bowdoin 

27-3 and Freshman Inside Center 

Garrett McCoy capped the game 

off with his first try of the season. 

 The third game of the 

season came against DIII stalwart 

Western Connecticut State who 

made the playoffs this season. But 

we were without two of our 

strongest players in Sophomore 

Chris Payne and Junior Forwards 

Captain Caca Wanjala who were 

both out with injuries.  

 Inside Center Garrett 

McCoy scored twice in the first 

half to give Amherst the early 

momentum, but he was knocked 

out of the game with a concus-

sion; leaving Amherst without 

three of its strongest players in 

 Our leading try scorer 

for the season was backs captain 

Michael Halvorson with four 

scores against Trinity, Bowdoin, 

Wesleyan and Williams respec-

tively.  

 A jack of all trades, 

Halvorson starting games this 

season at fullback, inside center, 

wing, flanker, and saw time at 

scrum half in the second half 

against Williams. 

 Combined with his 

season as a hooker, he is now 

more than half way to his goal of 

playing every position while at 

Amherst. 

 Other multiple try 

scorers this semester were Gar-

ret McCoy (3), Andrew Harri-

son, and Caca Wanjala. 
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the second half. We were un-

able to make much headway in 

the second half as West Conn 

overwhelmed us as all our sub-

stitutes were used to replaced 

injured players. 

 1-2 and traveling to 

Wesleyan for our final tune up 

before Williams, we were dis-

appointed with our perform-

ance as we had expected to 

dominate DIII rugby and were 

realizing that we would have to 

work harder to do that. 

 Despite a couple cars 

getting lost, we all made it to 

Wesleyan and came home vic-

torious. The highlight of the 

game being freshman Tom 

“Simon” Menard‟s quarterback 

pass forward that froze every-

one on the field in the last min-

ute. 



P A G E  2  

Thank you to all 

the alums who 

came to support 

us and played in 

the alumni game.  

Nothing was as 

sweet as running 

through the 

alumni tunnel in a 

Williams jersey. 

In our Williams jer-

sey’s with the 

alumni. 

Williams: The Fall/Spring Sweep 
 With the tradition of 

moustaches and other ridicu-

lous facial hair being duly hon-

ored going into Williams week, 

we felt very confident that we 

would pull off the double 

against the Williams College 

Children that call themselves a 

rugby team. 

 In the wake of our 

victory in the fall, Williams 

fabricated a B Side game that 

did not occur and published it 

on their team website. With 

this lack of dignity firmly 

player into the try zone. 

 With that encour-

agement, the game began and 

Amherst came out on fire. 

After missing his first penalty, 

freshman fly half Nicolas 

Parada got into his groove with 

a fifty five yard drop kick that 

came up short but got his con-

fidence back. 

 A successful penalty 

from Parada and a try on the 

wing from captain Michael 

Halvorson gave Amherst a ten 

point lead in the first ten min-

play dirty. 

 We went into the 

second half determined to 

finish off Williams and not let 

them back into the game.  

 The extra size Wil-

liams had in the forwards pack 

began to make a difference as 

Amherst had trouble getting 

the ball to its backs line. But 

stellar defense and a quality 

kicking game kept Williams 

from capitalizing. 

 Parada added a cou-

ple more penalty kicks and 

utes.  But  we were well aware 

that Williams would not roll 

over so easily. 

 Williams scored a try 

and made an effort to regain 

the momentum later in the 

first half but their kicker began 

to have a very noticeable issue 

with his accuracy on penalties. 

Parada made a second penalty 

to make the half time score 13

-7. However, after the ref blew 

the half time whistle, a Wil-

liams player took out scrum 

half Tom Burnett and knocked 

him out of the game on a bla-

tant late hit. It was clear at this 

point that Williams wanted to 

burned into our memories, we 

were ready to put Williams 

back in their place. 

 We got up to Wil-

liamstown early for the alumni 

game. A couple of the alums 

had come to our Friday prac-

tice and had looked sharp so it 

was no surprise to us when 

the alums trounced their Wil-

liams counterparts. The coup 

de grace being the final try 

where before placing the ball 

down, an Amherst alum waited 

five seconds and promptly 

decked a Williams player who 

foolishly decided to continue 

his pursuit of said Amherst 

Andrew Harrison appeared to 

put the game away with a try 

down the sideline on a great 

piece of backs team work only 

to have the Williams touch 

judge signal him as out of 

bounds at the 22 meter line 

only after he had scored. 

 The Williams penalty 

kicker continued to miss kick 

after kick; leading to a lovely 

sideline chant of M-V-P as 

Williams slowly realized it just 

wasn‟t their day. Williams 

tacked on a try at the end of 

the game but it was not 

enough. Amherst came way 

with the 19-12 win. 
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Nicolas Parada, Fly Half 

Identified from his red hair and rat 

tail, Nick sent the club an email 

outlining his extensive rugby pedi-

gree before he even stepped foot 

on campus. He managed to exceed 

the high expectations he set himself 

and took over the fly half position 

and penalty kicker roles from Jer-

emy DeCuir who had graduated in 

2008.  

Garrett McCoy, Inside Center 

Lying on his side in our Williams 

victory picture, Garrett was the 

pleasant surprise of the freshman 

class. As our coach noted, “we 

knew we were getting Nick, but we 

didn‟t know about Garrett.” 

Garrett stepped into the inside 

center role in the fall and made it 

his own with his tackling, and tackle 

breaking runs which netted him his 

first Amherst try against URI on an 

impressive twenty yard run through 

multiple URI defenders. 

Danny Lee, Hooker 

The shortest player on the team, a 

Korean from Canada. Danny came 

to practice and told us he played 

hooker in high school. After he got 

on the field, we realized that he 

wasn‟t joking. Despite being the 

smallest player on the field and 

being outweighed by almost every 

opposing forward by one hundred 

pounds, Danny is a fearless tackler 

with a solid line out throw who has 

shown an ability to hook the ball in 

the scrum as well as any opposing 

hooker. 

Kai Hsu, Flanker 

A wrestler in high school, Kai im-

mediately stood out this year for 

his tackling and he complimented 

our other back row players so well 

that Kush moved to lock so Kai 

could be in the starting fifteen con-

sistently. 

Rob Cross, Hooker and Prop 

Rob stepped in as hooker in the 

spring after Danny had his shoulder 

injured and performed very well. 

He has experience at all the front 

row positions and has provided 

valuable depth to the team through 

his versatility. 

Tom “Simon” Menard, Wing 

A lacrosse convert, we will all re-

member Simon‟s first season by his 

quarterback forward pass in the 

Wesleyan game where he caught a 

kick and proceeded to throw what 

appeared to be a fly route as he got 

tackled—freezing everyone on the 

field trying to figure out what was 

going on. His hands improved as 

the spring season progressed and 

with his speed he has a bright fu-

ture on the wing. 

Joe Moffitt, Prop 

A freshman football player con-

vinced to give rugby a try as a 

spring sport. Joe took to the game 

like a New Zealander would. Tak-

ing advantage of his size as a line-

man in football, Joe was dominant 

in the spring as he was able to 

dominate opposing forwards. The 

power lines penalty play has a new 

go to forward with Joe Moffitt. 

Carlos Bello, Lock and Prop 

Joining in the fall, Carlos was new 

to the game but was ready to start 

in the spring. Another freshman 

that showed their versatility this 

spring, Carlos started and played 

both lock and prop. 

 

The Class of 2013 is shaping up to 

be a strong one for ACRFC as all 

eight freshman made significant 

contributions and started games 

this year. Based on the spring start-

ing line ups and assuming no inju-

ries ,  five of these freshman are in 

the starting XV for the club already. 

 

into the outside center role like he was born 

for it. He set the tone for the season with 

the first big hit of the season against Trinity 

and was a constant threat to break a major 

run. We only wish we had convinced him to 

join the team sooner. 

Matt Eberhart, Fullback 

The football team‟s kicker and punter, Matt 

is a senior who joined up and wowed us with 

his kicking and tackling. His right foot gave 

the team a field position advantage when it 

Rhamey Elhosseiny, Prop 

Served as club president in 2009, Rhamey 

did not play in the spring due to injury 

suffered in the fall Williams game, but got 

this year off to a good start despite a tough 

schedule. Despite not playing in the games 

this spring, he was a steady presence on 

the sideline and his leadership will be 

missed. 

Andrew Harrison, Outside Center 

A senior lacrosse convert, Harold stepped 

was needed most. 

Nick Mancusi, Lock 

A two year starter who joined from foot-

ball as a junior, the mauls won‟t be the 

same without Cusi. 

Tom Perkins, Lock and Flanker 

Tommy joined us this spring and was a 

defensive stalwart whose tackling was 

critical in the second half against Williams. 

A Thank You to Our Youngest Alums 



 Next year is set up to be a promising one for ACRFC. We have moved down to DIII in an effort to rebuild the 

club and replenish our numbers with a goal to get the club back to its place as a competitive DI squad. We have a strong 

senior class led in the backs by Michael Halvorson and Tom Burnett who have both served as Back Captain already while 

at Amherst and Tom will be doing his third tour of duty as skipper in the fall. The forwards will continue to be led by 

Captain Caca Wanjala and fellow senior and club President Kush Maingi. 

 With the exception of outside center, the club has returning players with starting experience at all positions. A 

position of luxury that we have not had in recent years.  

 In the DIII West Conference with us are Babson College, Castleton College, Holy Cross, Keene State College 

(national runner ups in DIII this year), Plymouth State University, Williams College, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 

 Our goal as a club is to make the playoffs in the fall and go as far as possible. We had a successful spring season 

where our two losses can be attributed to a lack of experience and injuries.  

 We are optimistic as a club that we can go deep into the playoffs next year at the DIII level with a high reach-

ing goal to be playing when the national tournament comes around in the spring which would require winning the DIII 

NERFU tournament in the fall. 

 We are hoping to put together an International Tour during Spring Break for the Club to build on our pro-

gress as a club and kick start what we hope will be a spring season filled with quality rugby. If you are interested in help-

ing us financially or in any other way with our efforts to put together a tour please contact our Vice President Jon Chris-

tian Evensen „12 at jevensen12@amherst.edu. 

 We would like to once again thank all the alums that came to Williamstown to play in the alumni game against 

Williams and supported us as we beat the Ephs for the second season in a row. 

Relentless, 

ACRFC 

Looking Ahead to 2010-11 


