
Dear : 
  

I am writing today to inform you about the Honors program in Statistics. The Honors 
program in Statistics allows you to delve deeply into an advanced statistical topic and write a 
clear and detailed exposition in the form of a senior thesis. If this interests you, great! Please read 
on. If you are not interested in qualifying for Honors in Statistics, you may disregard the 
remainder of this communication. Only junior Statistics majors interested in pursuing Honors in 
Statistics must take the Honors Qualifying Examination. (If you are a junior majoring in 
Mathematics, you will receive a separate communication about the Mathematics Honors 
Qualifying Examination.) 

 
The Statistics Honors Qualifying Examination is three hours in length and covers three 

courses: Math 211, Math 271/272, and Stat/Math 360, Probability. Due to an overlap in material 
with the Mathematics examination, the Honors Qualifying Examination is scheduled to be taken 
in two parts. The core portion (covering Math 211 and Math 271/272) which overlaps with 
Mathematics will be taken Friday, January 26, 2018 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in O’Connor 
Commons (unless otherwise noted), while the Probability subject exam will be held Monday, 
January 29, 2018 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in SM 207 (unless otherwise noted).  For the core 
portion, be aware that the Honors Qualifying Exam covers the same topics as the Mathematics 
Comprehensive Exam but may contain some more challenging problems.  

 
We offer the examination early in the spring semester so that the Honors Qualifying 

Examination will not overly interfere with your classes. Note that missing the first scheduled 
administration of the exam counts as an attempt, with exceptions only by petition to the 
department. Juniors who will be abroad during the Spring semester will need, before the end of 
the Spring Semester, to make special arrangements to take the exam.   
  

For more information about Honors in Statistics, please visit the Department’s website:   
“About the Statistics Major/Honors in Statistics”. That page includes the official department 
policy with regard to the Honors Qualifying Examination, a syllabus for the Probability course, 
and sample exams with solutions. For more information on the core portion of the exam, 
including sample exams and solutions, as well as study guides, please see the Department’s 
website: “About the Mathematics Major/Comprehensives in Mathematics”.  

 
To sign up for the Statistics Honors Qualifying Examination, you need to fill out a 

registration form at  
http://bit.ly/2dHsmKJ 

by November 15, 2017.  In order to fill out the registration form, you will be asked to sign in.  
Please sign in to google with your amherst.edu email address. You will then be redirected to an 
amherst.edu website, where you will complete the sign in process. Please complete the 

https://www.amherst.edu/news/communications/conferences_special_events/events_planning/events/venues/oconnor
https://www.amherst.edu/news/communications/conferences_special_events/events_planning/events/venues/oconnor
https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/mathematics-statistics/major-in-statistics/honors-in-statistics
https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/mathematics-statistics/major/compexam
http://bit.ly/2dHsmKJ


registration form completely, noting that you should select Stat 360 – Probability as your subject 
exam choice. You can edit your responses up until the November 15, 2017 deadline. After that 
date, any changes will have to be approved by the department. 

 
Interterm provides an excellent opportunity to study for the Honors Qualifying 

Examination.  We encourage students to form study groups. Some faculty, as well as Andrew 
Miller, Daniella Bennett, and Tim St. Onge in the Moss Quantitative Center, will be available 
during interterm to assist with material. (Andrew, Daniella, and Tim can help especially with 
Math 211 and Math 271/272; see a statistics professor for assistance with Stat 360). You can also 
find Examination study advice, written by Grant Ingersoll ‘96 and Conny Morrison ‘12, on the 
department’s website under the Mathematics Comprehensives page.   
  

Students interested in pursuing Honors in Statistics are sometimes apprehensive about 
the Honors Qualifying Examination.  It is true that the examination requires several weeks of 
careful studying.  But with solid preparation, it is quite accessible.  Also, the faculty in the 
Department are happy to answer any questions you might have concerning questions on past 
examinations or on any other aspect of preparing for the examination.  Please feel free to ask the 
faculty questions. 
  

Again, please let us know by November 15th if you will be taking the Honors 
Qualifying Exam in Statistics by filling out a registration form at the link above.  Please send 
your questions to  

awagaman@amherst.edu 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Amy S. Wagaman 
Statistics Honors Qualifying Advisor 
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