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Dear Parents and Families, 

 
Welcome to the annual publication of the Child 
Learning and Development (CLAD) Lab’s 
newsletter! This summer, we are celebrating our 
ninth year of research in the lab, and are excited 
to share some of our recent work with you! This 
newsletter reports on several of the studies 
conducted during the past year. I hope you enjoy 
reading about this work, especially the studies in 
which you and your children participated. 

 
Thank you for participating in the research being 
conducted in the lab. Without your support and 
participation, I would not be able to carry out 
my research or train the next generation of 
developmental scientists. We have continued to 
face some unprecedented challenges in the past 
year, but we are looking forward to creative new 
ways of having children and families participate 
in our research. Look for some details below. To 
keep up to date on all things CLAD Lab-related, 
visit our website at bitly.com/cladlab. 

 

 
Carolyn Palmquist 
Director, Child Learning and Development Lab 

Research Updates 
 
 

 
Due to the on-going coronavirus pandemic, the 
lab has been unable to conduct face-to-face 
research indoors. As a result, we not only offer 
in-person appointments outdoors, but have also 
been conducting a variety of the lab’s research 
online using Zoom. Developmental psychology 
labs around the country have collaborated to 
create online research platforms like 
childrenhelpingscience.com, where caregivers 
can find many different studies to participate in 
from the comfort of their own home. 

Running our studies using one of these online 
platforms required that we make several 
important changes to the current research. One 
such modification was a development of short 
warm-up interactions that familiarize children 
and caregivers to the process of data collection 
over Zoom. Another effort was made to ensure 
the confidentiality of our participants. Due to the 
nature of online data collection, we have now 
implemented procedures that require all 
sensitive data remain under password protection 
and not on personal computers. 

So, what might this mean for families that are 
interested in participating in research? Now, we 
are happy to provide you all with the choice of 
scheduling an appointment over Zoom or at a 
local outdoor location (e.g., parks, playgrounds, 
libraries, etc.) We hope this will provide you all 
with peace of mind while also allowing us to 
continue our research. Please feel free to reach 
out if you have any questions or concerns about 
this new process!  
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Does anonymity affect children’s 
predictions? 

 
Recently, our lab has been exploring how children 
form opinions regarding the intelligence and 
kindness of strangers. In a previous study, 
researchers found that children, while being 
mostly sure of any positive evaluations of a 
puppet, rated themselves as less sure when it came 
to assuming a puppet would not be as smart in the 
future, or not as nice. Given this trend, we wanted 
to see whether allowing kids to submit their 
judgments anonymously would affect their own 
certainty, much like it does when adults are given 
an anonymous survey and tend to be more honest. 
Alternatively, perhaps children simply have a 
naïve and delicate rose-colored view of the world 
in which all people are wise and nice. In which 
case, anonymous responding should not have 
much of an effect.  
 
To test this, we developed a way of letting 
children give us their opinions without the 
experimenter seeing. Participating four and five-
year-olds were first asked to make decisions 
about the puppets’ knowledge. To do so, they 
were shown videos of puppets who either 
responded correctly or incorrectly to questions 
about the functions of familiar objects. Then 
children were asked: 1) if the puppet they had just 
viewed would be able to correctly name an 
unfamiliar object, and 2) how sure they were 
about the puppet’s future knowledge. To answer, 
children responded “anonymously” on a 

touchscreen tablet while the researcher covered 
their eyes. Next, children were asked to make 
decisions about puppets’ trustworthiness. To do 
so, children watched as the puppets “shared” 
objects, either equally or unequally between two 
stuffed animals. Once again, children were asked 
to use the touchscreen tablet to make judgments 
about the puppets’ future trustworthiness (by 
picking either a happy face or and angry face) and 
rate their confidence in the puppets’ future 
trustworthiness.  
 
We continue to collect data on this question, and 
are excited to report on the results in our next 
newsletter! One family brought up an interesting 
point: maybe some children view sharing as a 
different idea to splitting evenly. Future research 
could look into whether kids understand the 
distinction between equity and equality! 
 
 
 
Does temperament play a role in 
children’s trust? 

 
Our lab has previously established a relationship 
between Theory of Mind and trust in preschool-
aged children. However, little research has been 
conducted on the relationship between trust and 
individual differences beyond socio-cognitive 
skills. A previous study conducted by the lab 
looked at the possible role of hostile attribution 
bias, a trait that makes a person more likely to 
interpret ambiguous situations in a negative way. 
While no effects of this bias were found on trust, 
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we hypothesize that there could be other aspects 
of temperament that could affect children’s trust 
in others. Therefore, in our current study, we are 
exploring the relationship between a child’s 
temperament and their decisions to trust various  
sources of information. 
 
To evaluate temperament, we adapted and 
simplified an extensive behavioral test used to 
measure preschool-aged children’s 
temperament. During their visit, three to five-
year-olds complete activities such as matching 
cards, popping bubbles, and painting a picture. 
Each task targets a different dimension of 
temperament such as interest, inhibitory control, 
and exuberance. In addition to conducting a 
behavioral test, we are also interested in parent 
evaluations of their child’s typical temperament. 
To measure this, we asked parents to fill out a 
brief questionnaire about their child. By utilizing 
the data from both of these measures, we hope to 
capture a holistic assessment of a child’s 
temperament. 
 
We are interested in whether these individual 
differences in temperament will affect a child’s 
trust in someone who has shared incorrect or 
correct information in the past. As a measure of 
selective trust, children watch several videos in 
which one actor always provides the right 
function of a familiar object (e.g. a toothbrush is 
used to brush teeth) and another actor always 
gives the wrong function of the object (e.g. a 
toothbrush is used to unlock a door). We then 
record which actor children choose to ask about 
what some unfamiliar objects are used for. 
Finally, we assess whether children will endorse 
the information given to them by a certain actor 
by actually sharing a specific function for the 
unfamiliar objects with a new experimenter.  
 
We are still actively gathering data at this time. 
Given the amount of data we are collecting, we 
are hopeful that we will find fascinating 
relationships between temperament and trust in 
children, as well as developmental differences 
across age groups! 

 
 
 
Do children always judge a book by 
its cover? 

 
For the past several years, our lab has explored 
the role of appearance in children’s judgments 
about others. Our previous work has 
demonstrated that children do take appearance 
into account when deciding a character’s 
competence or trustworthiness, and that this 
process may change across the preschool years 
(Palmquist, DeAngelis, & Cheries, 2020; 
Palmquist & DeAngelis, 2020). However, 
what was less clear from this previous work 
was how children weigh different factors, 
including appearance, when making judgments 
about others. Specifically, we wanted to know 
whether a character’s previous behavior, his 
appearance, or both, could influence children’s 
judgments about competence and 
trustworthiness.  
 
To explore this question, we asked a group of 
4- and 5-year-olds to watch a series of videos 
in which several different puppets either 
demonstrated knowledge (or lack thereof) 
about familiar objects or demonstrated 
trustworthy behavior (or lack thereof) in a 
sharing situation. We also manipulated the 
appearance of these puppets’ faces so that they 
looked more or less competent or more or less 
trustworthy. Importantly, we asked children to 
then judge whether they thought a particular 
puppet would be smart or nice in the future.  
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Interestingly, we found that children 
overwhelmingly relied on the puppet’s 
previous behavior, not his appearance, when 
making their judgments. That is, whether the 
puppet’s face appeared more or less competent 
or more or less trustworthy did not seem to 
affect children’s expectations about its future 
behavior. Instead, children seemed to primarily 
rely on whether that puppet had behaved in a 
knowledgeable or trustworthy way in the past. 
This suggests that although appearance does 
matter for children’s judgments, preschoolers 
seem to rely on more relevant, rich information 
(like previous behavior) instead of more 
superficial cues (like appearance) when 
deciding who is likely to know information and 
share resources in the future.     
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Meet our Researchers 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The CLAD Lab members gather to celebrate 
the end of the 2021-2022 school year! 
Congratulations to our graduating seniors: 
Thariana Pichardo, Eline Laurent, Sylvia 
Lanni, Camila Villagra-Riquelme, and 
Shikha Jha! 

Some of our researchers gather for the first 
selfie of the summer! Prof. Palmquist, Justin 
Ruiz (‘24), Cayla Weiss (‘23), and Jackie 
Fernandes (‘24). 
  
Not pictured: Megan Taketa (’23) and Anna 
Buswell (’23) 

Thesis students, Sylvia Lanni ('22) (top) and 
Natalie Hobbs ('22) (bottom), present their 
thesis work at the Cognitive Development 
Society Biennial Conference in Louisville, 
KY. 


