
E x pe c tat ion s  for  C o l le ge  
L e v e l  o f  C h a n c e  t h a t  Yo u  W i l l  

Re asons  to  Atte n d  
Pe rc e n t  Re p o r t i n g ,  Ve r y  I m p o r ta n t   

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Ability to take online courses 

A visit to campus 

The athletic department recruited me 

I was admitted through an Early Action or Early Decision 
program 

Information from a website 

Rankings in national magazines 

I wanted to go to a school about the size of this college 

I was attracted by the religious affiliation/orientation of the 
college 

This college's graduates get good jobs 

This college's graduates gain admission to top 
graduate/professional schools 

Could not afford first choice 

Not offered aid by first choice 

I wanted to live near home 

Private college counselor advised me 

High school counselor advised me 

The cost of attending this college 

I was offered financial assistance 

This college has a good reputation for its social activities 

This college has a very good academic reputation 

My teacher advised me 

My relatives wanted me to come here 

My parents wanted me to come here 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

To prepare myself for graduate or professional school 

To get training for a specific career 

To learn more about things that interest me 

To be able to make more money 

To make me a more cultured person 

To gain a general education and appreciation of ideas 

To be able to get a better job 

S o c i a l  A c a d e m i c  C o l l e g e  

A m h e r s t  

Background 
 

Each year,  hundreds of  col leges and univers it ies  administer  the CIRP Freshman Survey to 
enter ing students.  The survey is  part  of  a  larger  study conducted by the Higher Educat ion 

Research Inst itute at  the UCLA.  Amherst  has  part ic ipated in  the project  s ince 1966.  
 

75% of  the Class of  2015 completed the survey in August.  Thank you for  part ic ipating.  
 

The survey covers  a  wide range of  student character ist ics :  parental  income and educat ion,  
ethnic ity,  and other demographic  i tems;  f inancia l  a id;  secondary school  achievement and 
act iv it ies;  educat ional  and career plans;  and values,  att i tudes,  bel iefs ,  and self -concept.  

Very Little  
or No Some Very good 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Take courses from more than one 
college simultaneously 

Work on a professor's research 
project 

Discuss course content with students 
outside of class 

Participate in a study abroad program 

Communicate regularly with your 
professors 

Be satisfied with your college 

Transfer to another college before 
graduating 

Need extra time to complete your 
degree requirements 

Make at least a 'B' average 

Change career choice 

Change major field Very Little or No Some Very  
good  

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Have a roommate of different 
race/ethnicity 

Participate in student clubs/groups 

Socialize with someone of another 
racial/ethnic group 

Seek personal counseling 

Participate in volunteer or community 
service work 

Participate in student protests or 
demonstrations 

Play intercollegiate athletics (eg NCAA 
or NAIA-sponsored) 

Play club, intramural, or recreational 
sports 

Join a social fraternity or sorority 

Work full-time while attending college 

Get a job to help pay for college 
expenses 

Participate in student government 



The Freshman Survey 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Ability to work cooperatively with diverse people 

Ability to discuss and negotiate controversial 
issues 

Openness to having my own views challenged 

Tolerance of others with different beliefs 

Ability to see the world from someone else's 
perspective 

Writing ability 

Understanding of others 

Spirituality 

Self-understanding 

Self-confidence (social) 

Self-confidence (intellectual) 

Public speaking ability 

Popularity 

Physical health 

Mathematical ability 

Leadership ability 

Emotional health 

Drive to achieve 

Creativity 

Cooperativeness 

Computer skills 

Competitiveness 

Artistic ability 

Academic ability 

Se l f  -  R at ing  
Pe rc e n t  Re p o r t i n g ,  A b o v e  Av e r a g e  +  H i g h e s t  1 0 %  

Not at all Occasionally Frequently 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Helped raise money for a cause 

Publicly communicated my opinion about 
a cause 

Worked on a local, state, or national 
political campaign 

Discussed politics 

Discussed religion 

Socialized with someone of another 
racial/ethnic group 

Voted in a student election 

Performed volunteer work 

Felt depressed 

Felt overwhelmed by all I had to do 

Drank wine or liquor 

Drank beer 

Smoked cigarettes 

Demonstrated for a cause 

Attended a religious service Not   
at all Occasionally Frequently 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Failed to complete homework on time 

Fell asleep in class 

Skipped school/class 

Performed community service as a part 
of a class 

Used the Internet for research or 
homework 

Came late to class 

Asked a teacher for advice after class 

Was a guest in a teacher's home 

Studied with other students 

Tutored another student 

Was bored in class 

S o c i a l  A c a d e m i c  

Ac t iv i t ie s  D ur ing  the  Past  Ye ar  

Infor mat io n  
 

P lease  contact  Kate  Dor ia  (Conve rse  102  AA o r  
kdor ia@amhe rst . ed u)  for  more  informat ion  

about  th i s  poster  or  sur vey  pro jects  at  Amherst .  

mailto:kdoria@amherst.edu�


Value s  
L e v e l  o f  A g re e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Fo l l o w i n g  

Activities in a Typical Week  
 

D u r i n g  Yo u r  L a s t  Ye a r  i n  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Disagree  
strongly 

Disagree 
 somewhat Agree somewhat Agree  

strongly 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

The chief benefit of a college education is that it 
increases one's earning power 

Addressing global warming should be a federal 
priority 

A national health care plan is needed to cover 
everybody's medical costs 

Students from disadvantaged social backgrounds 
should be given preferential treatment in college 

admissions 

Undocumented immigrants should be denied 
access to public education 

Federal military spending should be increased 

Same-sex couples should have the right to legal 
marital status 

Racial discrimination is no longer a major problem 
in America 

Marijuana should be legalized 

Abortion should be legal 

   Activity Most Common Time Reported and % 
Selecting Most Common Time 

   Online social networks     3 to 5 hours 30% 

   Playing video/computer games     None 52% 

   Reading for pleasure     Less than one hour, 1 to 2 hours 27% 

   Household/childcare duties     1 to 2 hours 30% 

   Watching TV     1 to 2 hours, 3 to 5 hours 25% 

   Student clubs/groups     3 to 5 hours 32% 

   Volunteer work     1 to 2 hours 32% 

   Working (for pay)     None 65% 

   Partying     None 37% 

   Exercise or sports     11 or more hours 42% 

   Talking with teachers outside of class     1 to 2 hours 38% 

   Socializing with friends     11 or more hours 41% 

   Studying/homework     11 or more hours 60% 

Goals  
L e v e l  o f  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Fo l l o w i n g  

Not Somewhat Very Essent- 
ial 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Adopting 'green' practices to protect the 
environment 

Improving my understanding of other 
countries and cultures 

Becoming a community leader 

Keeping up to date with political affairs 

Helping to promote racial understanding 

Participating in a community action program 

Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 

Becoming involved in programs to clean up 
the environment 

Becoming successful in a business of my own 

Creating artistic work (painting, sculpture, 
etc.) 

Not Somewhat 
important Very important Essential 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Writing original works (poems, novels, etc.) 

Making a theoretical contribution to science 

Helping others who are in difficulty 

Being very well off financially 

Raising a family 

Influencing social values 

Influencing the political structure 

Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for 
contributions to my special field 

Becoming an authority in my field 

Becoming accomplished in one of the 
performing arts (acting, dancing, etc.) 

Number of Other College Applications 

First choice 2nd  3rd  <  
3rd 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Amherst was your ___ Choice 

R a c i a l  C o m p o s i t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y  

Mostly or Completely 
non-White 

Roughtly half non-
White 

Mostly or Completely 
White 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

High School You Last Attended 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Neighborhood Where You Grew Up 

Public Private 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

High School Type 

E d u c a t i o n  

Bachelor's 

Master's Ph.D Medical Law 

Other 0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Highest Degree Planned 

De mog raph ic s  &  Admi s s io n s  
 

Only Amherst One to Six Seven or More 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 
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