- Progress -

Aspects of Academics at Amherst

- Activities -

To what extent has your experience at Amherst contributed to your knowledge, skills,
and personal development in the following areas?
(Percent of Class of 2011 reporting: Quite a bit + Very Much)

Writing clearly and effectively

Communicating well orally

Leading and supervising tasks and groups of people

Using quantitative tools

Reading or speaking a foreign language

Understanding the significance of art, music, lit, drama

Understand the process of science and experimentation

Formulating/creating original ideas and solutions

Resolving interpersonal conflicts positively

Placing current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical
perspective

Career- or work-related knowledge and skills

In-depth knowledge of a field or discipline

Function effectively as a member of a team

Ability to learn on your own

Thinking analytically and logically

Evaluating and choosing between alternative courses of action

Relating well to people of different races, nations, religions

ldentifying moral and ethical issues

Understanding yourself

Functioning independently, without supervision

Planning and executing complex projects

Thinking critically

Developing an awareness of social problems

Developing self-esteem/self-confidence

Synthesizing and integrating ideas and information

Evaluating the role of science and technology in society

Developing global awareness

Conducting scholarly research

Breadth of your knowledge across a number of fields
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During the 2010-2011 academic year, have you done the following?
(Percent of Class of 2011 reporting they have done each activity)

Written a long paper (20+ pages) for a class

Made a formal presentation in a class

Worked with others on a group assignment, project or
presentation

Studied a language other than English

Completed a class project that required that you collect
and analyze data using statistical methods

- Change in Abilities -

Please rate the extent to which your abilities in the areas listed have changed
since you first came to Amherst. (Percent of Class of 2011 reporting: Stronger)

Communicate well orally

Formulate/create original ideas and solutions

Use quantitative tools

Develop career- or work-related knowledge and skills

Understand the process of science and experimentation

Leading and supervising tasks and groups of people
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Major

How important do you think each of the following were in your choice of major?
(Percent reporting: Very Important + Essential)

Interest in the subject

Ease of coursework

Career options associated with the major

Barriers to pursuing a different major

Opinions of parents/family

Desire to work with particular faculty members
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Which of the following have you already done during your time at Amherst?
(Percent of Class of 2011)
Prepare a thesis, honors, or other significant research
paper/project
Conduct research with a faculty member
Have an internship
Study abroad
Participate in service learning course or program
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o
- Faculty Interaction -
How many faculty members do you know well enough to provide a letter of
recommendation in support of an application for a job, internship, fellowship, or
advanced degree work? (Class of 2011)
4 or more None
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To what extent do you agree with the following statements:
(Percent of all students reporting: Agree + Agree Strongly)

Faculty members are willing to talk with me
individually

Faculty members treat me fairly

| can talk with my academic advisor(s) when | need to

Help with academic work is available to me
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If you changed your major since starting college, what factors influenced your
decision?

Did not change major

Undecided when | started

Intro courses turned me off the subject

Professors were not approachable

Grades were not as good as | would have liked

Required too much work

Too competitive or stressful

New major is more interesting

Prefer students in new major

Can get a better job

Other
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2011 Enrolled Student Survey Results

The Enrolled Student Survey is designed to quantify day-to-day student activities, modes of student-student and student-
faculty interactions, student use of institutional resources, and environmental factors that relate to engagement.

A secondary purpose of the survey is to provide limited satisfaction measures and assessments of the extent to which
short term student goals are being achieved or re-evaluated.

Activities

During the 2010-2011 academic year, how often have you done the
following? (Percent reporting: Often + Very Often)

Been excited for class

Participated in class discussion

Participated in hands-on activities

Applied what you learned in class to a problem or
issue outside of class

Particpated in a study group outside of class

Reconsidered your position on a topic after evaluating
the arguments of others

Had an intellectual discussion with a faculty member
outside of class

Had an intellectual discussion with students outside of
class

Discussed your post-college plans with a faculty
member

Attended a campus lecture, conference, symposium or
arts event not required by a course

0% 25% 50% 75%

100%

General Questions

Poor

How would you characterize your entire educational experience at Amherst?

Satisfaction

We reached a 61 % response rate. Thank you

Good Excellent
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If you could start all over again, would you go to Amherst?
Def.Probably

Probably Definitely
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To what extent do you agree with this statement: / have a good sense of what | should learn in college
Disagree Agree Strongly agree
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How satisfied have you been with these aspects of your experience at
Ambherst? (Percent reporting: Generally Satisfied + Very Satisfied)

Quality of instruction

Opportunities for class discussion

Academic advising

Administration's responsiveness to student concerns

Social life on campus

Sense of community on campus

Sense of community where you live

Availability of courses you wanted to take

Ethnic/racial diversity of the campus

Sizes of classes
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for participating.




Aspects of Student Life at Amherst

- Activities -

Level of Participation

Health and Well-Being

Which of the following have you done during the 2010-2011 academic year?
(Percent of Class of 2011 reporting having done each activity)

Intercollegiate (NCAA) sports

Intramural sports

Club sports

Music/theater group

Student publications

Student government

Political group

Religious or spiritual group

Cultural/ethnic organization

Volunteer service

Greek life

Other student organization or club
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How do you feel about your level of participation in these aspects of college life
during the current academic year?

Less than | About the right

Study

would have liked amount

More than | would
have liked

Attended lectures/presentations not for
class

Interact with faculty outside class

Volunteer

Work for pay

Relax and socialize outside class

Participate in athletics/exercise

Participate in extracurricular
activities/clubs

0% 25% 50% 75%

100%

Below are potential sources of stress that you may experience as a student.
How has each affected you during the 2010-2011 academic year?
(Percent reporting: Moderately Stressful + Very Stressful)

Managing the workload for your courses

Personal difficulties (family, intimate relationships, friends)

Balancing multiple commitments

Concerns about your finances

Concerns about your future plans
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Which of the following have you done during your time at Amherst?
(Percent of Class of 2011 reporting having done each activity)

Volunteer in the community, not as part
of a course

Hold a leadership role on- or off-campus

Participate in politics beyond voting
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Support

During the 2010-2011 academic year, how often have you...
(Percent reporting: Often + Very Often)

Felt out of place or that you just didn't fit in on campus

Felt overwhelmed by all you had to do

Stayed up all night to finish an academic assignment or
prepare for an exam
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During the 2010-2011 academic year, when you sought academic advice, was it
helpful? (Percent reporting: Helped + Helped quite a bit)

Academic advisors

Tutoring or academic assistance

(N = 686)

(N =352)
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How many of the past 7 days did you get enough sleep?

All Six Two One None

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

(* Text °) Graph displays results for the Class of 2011 only.

The results of this survey are used to inform the discussions of college committees and administrators as they consider policy changes and decisions.

Survey results, such as these, are only one of the sources of information for such discussions at Amherst College. The Office of Institutional Research conducts occasional
surveys of students in order to have current and relevant information available to inform discussions. The office creates a survey agenda each year in consultation with the
campus committees and offices. The office tries to balance the need for information with the need to not overburden students with requests to participate in survey projects.

Many thanks to the students who take the time to carefully respond to this and other surveys.
In order to acknowledge the effort of students on these survey projects, donations to local social service agencies are made in proportion to the number of students who
participate. Agencies receiving such donations include: A Better Chance (ABC), Amherst Survival Center, Family Outreach of Amherst, Not Bread Alone, Habitat for Humanity,

and The Food Bank Farm.

Questions about this project or others, contact Kate Doria at x5490 or kdoria@amherst.edu.
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