Music 115, Spring 2012
Arms Music Building 102 (& 212, Fridays)
M/W/F 2-2:50

Professor David E. Schneider

Office: Music Building, 225, Tel.: (413) 542-8414

email: deschneider@amherst.edu

Office Hours: immediately following class.

(It is ALWAYS OK to drop by my office. To guarantee my availability, make an appointment via email or in person.)

Goals. This class is designed to make you a more confident and experienced writer. We will accomplish this through frequent, mainly short, writing assignments, and discussions of writing in class. Since writing always needs a topic and the topic about which I am most passionate is “classical” music, we will be studying great musical works of the Western classical repertoire—mostly pieces with sung text since writing about music without words is especially tricky. By the end of the class I hope you will have become something of a connoisseur of classical music as well as a better writer. 
Prerequisites.  There are no prerequisites for the class. I do not expect or require any experience with classical music or the ability to read music. To take this class I do, however, expect you to have been recommended by the professor of your first-year seminar, your academic advisor, or another member of the faculty as being able to benefit from an “intensive writing” class. Please speak with me if you have any doubts about the appropriateness of this class for you.

Attendance. There is no such thing as an “excused” absence in this class. I will not deduct the first two absences directly from your final grade, but a third absence and all subsequent absences will result in 4% being deducted from your grade (e.g. if you miss four classes, 8% would be deducted from your final grade). NB: I consider it common courtesy to inform me if you will be unable to attend a class, so please do this.
Assignments. You will receive at least one written assignment per week for at least the first half of the course (often these will be no longer than a paragraph or a page). Depending on our progress, we may do some longer assignments in the second-half of the class. In addition to writing most class meetings will require that you listen to a piece of music. We will have periodic listening exams to test your knowledge of pieces of music we study. 

Equipment. You must have a three-ring binder to accommodate the many handouts for this class & in which you will keep copies of your writing for the class. Come to class prepared to take notes. Don’t forget your sense of humor!

Grading. Will be based on the quality of the portfolio of all the writing you produce by the end of the term, slightly weighted to later writing to take improvement into account. Listening exams will each be worth 10% of your total grade.
Outline of topics (subject to change).
I. Mozart Opera: Don Giovanni, a Drama of Love, Lust, and Devine Retribution  

II. Puccini: Dramas of Violent Death

III. Church Music: From Chant to Requiem.

IV. Songs of Love and Death: Germany, France, and America

V. Abstract Forms: Instrumental Music and Minimalism.

Schedule of Unit 1 (subject to change)

Week 1 (Jan. 23, 25, 27)

Introduction to the styles of opera seria and opera buffa.

Don Giovanni synopsis

Week 2 (Jan. 30, Feb. 1, 3)

Class conflicts in Don Giovanni: Masetto, Zerlina, and the Don

Week 3 (Feb. 6, 8, 10)

Love-hate relationships: Donna Elvira and Donna Anna

Week 4 (Feb. 13, 15, 17)

Masculinity and emasculation: Don Giovanni versus Don Ottavio 

Assignment #1
Go to the E-reserves section of the CMS page for this class. Click on the libretto to Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni. Read the entire libretto (this should take an hour or so). Once you have read it, make a list of characters that begins something like this:

Don Giovanni: A nobleman who likes to seduce women

Donna Anna: A noblewoman whom Don Giovanni tries to seduce/rape

Etc.

I understand that you may not fully comprehend who everyone is. That’s OK, just do your best to formulate a list of all the characters and to define them. 
