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William Faulkner and Toni Morrison are generally understood as two of the most 
important writers of the twentieth century, and, indeed, the work of each is 
integral to American literature. But why are Morrison and Faulkner so often 
mentioned in the same breath—he, born in the South, white and wealthy, she, the 
daughter of a working-class black family in the Midwest? Perhaps it is because in a 
country that works hard to live without a racial past, both Morrison’s and 
Faulkner’s work bring deep articulation to the often unseen, and more commonly, 
the unspeakable. This class will make some explorations across each author’s work, 
looking for where their texts converge and diverge. As well, we will learn how to 
talk and write about the visions, dreams, and nightmares—all represented as daily 
life—that these authors offer. 

Workload & Attendance  
This is a discussion driven class, and its greatest requirement is that you pay close attention—in class as well as 
while reading. This also means that we might make changes to the syllabus, adjusting according to our progress 
through the texts. You will complete 5 three page papers, of which I will drop the lowest grade. You may choose 
to skip paper #5, but you may not skip papers 1-4.  For your final grade, you must submit at least four papers, 
revised if you like, as a portfolio. I do not give paper topics, but we can build one for you during office hours in 
10 Johnson Chapel. As well, you are expected to participate in the class blog, with a minimum of at least one 
posting and one comment per week. 

Because this class is discussion-based, attendance is vital. I will not, however, detract from your final grade until 
you have 3 absences, after which you will lose 1/3 of a point—from your final grade—for every subsequent 
absence (so, for instance, an A would become an A- and so on down the line). This logic of threes does have an 
end: 6 absences will mean automatic failure. As well, 3 tardies = 1 absence. 
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Toni Morrison 
Beloved   
Song of Solomon  
Paradise 
Jazz 
(Plume 2004 eds.) 

William Faulkner 
As I Lay Dying  
The Sound and the Fury 
Absalom, Absalom 
(Vintage 1991 eds.) 

Jean Toomer 
Cane (handout) 

Hans Georg Gadamer  
Truth and Method  
(the Continuum 2004 ed. only)  as
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✎ 
Paper #1 due by 10/1 

 Paper #2 due by 10/22 
Papers 3 & 4 due by 12/7 

Paper #5 submitted w/ the portfolio  

weekly blog entries 

 Portfolio due on 12/21 @ noon 

Schedule  of Readings 

1 selections from Cane  : “Carma” & “Becky” 

2 The Sound and the  Fury  

3 As I Lay Dying   

4 Absalom, Absalom  

 

5 
“The Ontology of the Work of Art and Its Hermeneutic 

Significance” & “Language as the Medium of 
Hermeneutic Experience” 

6 Song o f  Solomon  

7 Beloved  

8 Paradise  

9 The Sound and the  Fury  (redux) 



 


