The final papers are due in hard copy Tuesday, May 13, by 5:00 pm in my mailbox (window in ground floor entrance hall, Barrett Hall).  Every hour late may result in lowering the grade by one notch (i.e. an “A-“ paper that arrives at 5:32 will be graded “B+”).
I am expecting you to write a ten-page paper (double spaced, 12 point) on a topic of your choice.  A good paper will have a title pertinent to the topic, it will be paginated, it will present a personal and critical perspective on the material, and it will have undergone thorough proofreading.
Here are a few suggestions and guiding questions (with regard to German popular film) for your final papers:
What is popular with Germans?
What seems to make Germans happy?
What seems to draw them into movie theaters, and why?
•	I would like you to write a final paper (ca. 10 pages), which can be based upon one of the previous assignments (i.e. the first two papers, or the “project”). 
•	You are welcome to pick your own topic.
•	Ideally, your final paper should give me a sense of what you got out of the course, linking detailed analysis of the films chosen with a kind of synthesis of the issues we covered in our course.
•	If you decide to expand a previous assignment, you will be judged on the quality and care with which you incorporated comments and feedback you received (both from myself and from you peer reviewers) on the earlier effort. 
•	Your final paper will be evaluated based on the degree of your critical and analytical engagement with the films at hand.
•	This means that it is not merely a question of “stretching” an existing paper to fit the new length requirement.  Sometimes, it may be necessary fundamentally to rethink the approach you took and the scenes you pick(ed) for closer scrutiny.
•	It is assumed that your inquiry will be informed by the issues, ideas, and information contained in the course readings and in the web materials.  If you draw on specific texts, you need to document your indebtedness with proper short references.

