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It may simply be a matter of poor grammar, but in Kozol’s examples of passages from the third-graders’ letters, everyday nouns are consistently and erroneously capitalized.  From “Parks” to “Music,” many of the simple aspects of a school community that are lacking for these children are inadvertently treated with a reverence that they should not deserve.  A park is simply an open space to play safely, a place that all children should have access to.  Music can be as simple as the act of singing, for which no equipment is required.  The utter absence of these desires, of these needs, is heartbreaking, especially in observing the jilted tones of the children’s letters. 

        Elizabeth’s reference to “the whole why world” embodies all of the children’s feelings more accurately, and expresses them more acutely, than she is likely aware of.  There is no “why,” no justifiable reason for them to be on the wrong end of such an educational inequality.  There is no fair explanation for the difficulties that these students face at their under-funded school.  They just know that it exists, and that there is a better world just beyond their own.  It is so close, and yet at this moment for them, so unattainable, which leaves them feeling wronged.  While it is painful to hear this recognition, the hope lies in the fact that they are aware of the inequality that they are faced with, and are angry enough to speak up about it, however young they may be.

