American Studies 11
The American Dream

Assignment 1

Imagine that Christopher McCandless included Franklin's AUTOBIOGRAPHY in the bag of books he took with him on his odyssey.  What passages might he have underlined for special emphasis and what marginal comments might he have written next to these passages?  The marginal comments can be anything from a single word or phrase to a long paragraph.

Due 10/2

Maximum Length:   1000 words (not counting the "underlined" passages about which your "McCandless" comments).

Since many of us are using different editions of Franklin, please provide the pieces of Franklin that interest your “McCandless.” The easiest way to do this is simply to cut and paste them from online versions. The University of Virginia Electronic Text Center provides a good fully searchable version online. Many of you asked about how it would technically be best to do this. I would suggest either that you use different typefaces for Franklin and McCandless or set your page up in two columns.

Two examples from my fantasy of Benjamin Franklin reading Notes from the State of Virginia:
                        *                       *                    *                         *
This circumstances must be remembered where their weights and mine stand opposed; the later being stated not to produce a conclusion in favor of the American species, but to justify a suspension of opinion until we are better informed, and a suspicion, in the meantime, that there is no uniform difference in favor of either; which is all I pretend.
I do like that “pretend,” for as I have often noted, I have found it most effective to avoid the use of words “that imported a fix'd opinion,” and to adopt this more modest demeanor. It is of course Mr. Jefferson’s very American pragmatism that makes him so careful to gather information first and assert conclusions after; the rational rather than the pompous way is more profitable in dealing with so “celebrated a zoologist” as M. Buffon.
                    *                    *                          
In Physics we have produced a Franklin, than whom no one of the present age has made more important discoveries, nor has enriched philosophy with more, or more ingenious solutions of the phaenomena of nature.

*                *                  *

A better man would no doubt let such mention pass; I should deem the pen that underlines these words some bit of errata, and if I still kept up that practice make a “spot” in my book of virtue. But I cannot pretend to have ever maintained a perfect ledger in humility and this is, indeed, my favorite line in Mr. Jefferson’s tome.
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