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    Understandings of place and conflicts about place, are of central significance to the experience and history of race and race relations in America.  The shaping and re-shaping of places is an important ingredient in the constitution and revision of racial identities: think of ‘the ghetto’, Chinatown or ‘Indian Country’. Law, in its various manifestations, has been intimately involved in the processes which have shaped geographies of race from the colonial period to the present day.  For example, legally mandated racial segregation was intended to impose and maintain both spatial and social distance between members of different races. 

     The objective of this course is to explore the complex intersections of place, race and law. Our aim is to gain some understanding of the unfolding of geographies of race ‘on-the-ground’ in real places, and of the role of legal practices - especially legal argument - in efforts to challenge and reinforce these racial geographies. We will ask, for example, how claims about responsibility, community, rationality, equality, justice, and democracy have been used to justify or resist both racial  segregation and integration, access and expulsion. In short, we will ask how moral argument, couched in terms of legal discourse, has contributed to the formation of the geographies of race that we all inhabit. We will also ask how different conceptions of `place' have entered into legal argument itself. While much of our attention will be given to a legal-geographic exploration of African-American experiences, we will also look at how race, place and law have shaped the distinctive experiences of Native peoples, Latinos, and Asian-Americans and the role they have played in the constitution of whiteness.

Readings (Multiliths) will be available in 208 CLARK HOUSE between 8:30am – 3:30pm after September 20.

Grading will be based on the following:

4-5 short response pieces (in class or take home)         

1 analytical paper (approx. 5 pages)         

2 short exams                                     

participation              

attendance: 

NOTE: NO MORE THAN TWO UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL BE PERMITTED

Note: no late papers and no make-up exams without prior approval

Reading Key:

m= multilith,
 e = e -reserve

I: INTERSECTIONS
dates are very approximate
9/7          Introduction

9/9 - 9/16    PLACE
                 What do we mean by ‘place’?

                 How do geographies shape experience and identity?

                 How do spatial configurations reflect and reinforce power?

                 What do we mean by the term ‘the geopolitics of race’? 

                                    Staples, “Black Man in Public Space” 

e
                                    Feagin, “The Continuing Significance of Race”
e
                                   
Neely and Samura, “Social Geographies of Race”
e
9/19 -9/28   RACE
                 What is ‘race’?

                 What might it mean to talk about “a wholly racialized world”? 

                 How are ‘race’ and ‘racism’ understood?

                 Why does it matter how they are understood?

                         Morrison, “Playing in the Dark”



m
                          Wolfe, “Race and Racialization: Some Thoughts” 

e


  Goldberg, “The World is a Ghetto”



m
                          Stepan, “Proper Places”




m
                          Kim, “The Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans”
e
9/30 - 10/12     and the LAW
               What kinds of things does the word ‘law’ name?

               Where is it and what does it do?

               Are legal understandings of reality distinctive?

                  How does law participate in the construction of reality? of spatiality? of race and identity?

                
      Gordon, “Unfreezing Legal Reality”


e
                              Gotham, “Urban Space, Restrictive Covenants”

e


      Delaney and Emanatian, “Unnatural Barriers”

m


       Commonwealth v. Aves




m
                               Memphis v. Greene




m/e
                               Clark v. Vaughn





m/e
                               Gondolfo v. Hartman




m/e
II: PATHS
NO CLASS 10/10

10/14 - 10/21     Native American displacements
               
       Olund, “From Savage Space to Governable Space”


e


       Pommersheim, “Reservation as Place”




m
                                           Perry, “The Reservation” and “Political Economy of San Carlos”
m
                               Cherokee Nation v. Georgia





m/e


        Film:  TBA

10/24 - 10/28
Modes of Exclusion and Confinement
               
 McClain, “In Re Sing Lee”


m
                         Anderson, “Race, Place and Power”, 
m



       “Constructing Race” and 

m



       “Chinatown Revisited”

m

              People v. Hall



tba
TENTATIVE MIDTERM DATE: 10/31

11/2 - 11/11
La Frontera

                        *Talavera, Nuñez-Mchiri and Heyman, “Deportation in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands”

tba

         DeGenova, “Race, Space and the Re-invention of Latin America”

e

         De Genova, “The Legal Production of Mexican / Migrant ‘Illegality’”
m


  Film: TBA

11/14 - 11/30  Place Creation in the Age of Segregation
               
Bell, “The Racial Imperative in American Law”

m
                         Power, “Apartheid Baltimore Style”



e
                         Buchanan v. Warley





m/e
                         Mays v. Burgess (I & II)   




m/e
III: DESTINATIONS
12/2 - 12/7
Counter-territoriality, Movements and Reconfigurations
              
  Browne, “A Case for Separation”



m
                          Rustin, “The Failure of Black Separatism”


m
                          Kruse, “The Politics of Race and Public Space” 

e


  Calmore, “Spatial Equality”




e


  Armstrong, “Rodney King”




e
                          Boyd, “The Downside of Racial Uplift”


e
12/9 - 12/12
21st Century Re-spatializations:


    
   Lynch, “From the Punitive City”



e


   Wacquant, “Deadly Symbiosis”



e


   *Cashin, “The Failures of Integration”


tba


Conclusions and Points of Departure


 Bell, “After We're Gone”




e




TEST # 2: 12/14
