


FOKUS DEUTSCH




    2. Teil
The second part of the course will continue to make use of the video series “Fokus Deutsch” produced by the Goethe Institut and the Annenberg Project.  This semester we will discuss the origin and history of some institutions and traditions by using old film footage and interviews with some of the people you already met during the first semester.  You will get a good introduction to daily life, customs, traditions, culture, and attitudes of German-speaking people from different backgrounds.  What you hear, is authentic German which was not artificially composed with first year students in mind.   The more you listen the more you will continue to gain confidence in understanding native speakers.

Course set-up:
3 class meetings with instructor




1 meeting with language assistant, which will give you further practice of 




materials covered in class.  A sign-up sheet for the additional meeting will 

be passed around in class at the end of the first week.  You my sign up for

any practice session which suits your academic schedule, but you should

attend the same session every week.  If a conflict arise, you may attend another session.

Regular attendance is required!
	NEW THIS SEMESTER:  


· This semester there will be (usually) two video segments per chapter which will be discussed during the first two days.  You are expected to view the tapes before coming to class and to answer all the questions in writing. 
· You are also expected to familiarize yourself with the explanations of the new grammar section beforehand so that we can spend as much time as possible on exercises and discussion of the videos.  You are expected to finish the grammar exercises which we do not manage to cover in class at home and hand them in with your assignments.
· Each chapter ends with a reading section which tries to compliment the topic of the chapter and/or the newly introduced grammatical structure.  When reading sections are assigned for preparation at home, study the questions first.  This will help you focus on the content.  Try to understand a passage without reaching for a dictionary right away!
· You will have to write some short essays (about 1 page – except for one final longer one) regularly.  Please, type them with triple spacing, so that I can make legible corrections.  It will also make it easier for you to rewrite the corrected version which will be graded.
· You will find some words in the vocabulary section in italics.  This means, that they are words and expressions which should help you understand the videos, however, you will not have to memorize them at this point.  You are expected to memorize the other words, and sometimes there will be a 

	· vocabulary quiz 


· I will post URLs of interesting web-pages on Blackboard.  You will have to find information on those sites which will accompany our video segments or readings.
· Each conversation section will eventually work on a cabaret skit or short play based on a story.  The final version will be performed at the end of the semester and is counted as the oral part of the final.
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  RULES OF THE GAME          RULES OF THE GAME

1.  Attend all classes and all conversation sessions(
2.  Develop good study habits: the key to studying a foreign language successfully is consistent practice in small but frequent doses. Studying daily (including weekends) for 50 minutes is far more effective than studying for 2 hours every other day.  Always spend some time reviewing carefully the material covered in class.  Listen to the tapes frequently.

3.  GRAMMAR will be practiced in class rather than explained in great detail.  Study the assigned grammar sections in your textbook at home.  If, however, you should not understand a concept completely, please ask for an explanation in class.  Your questions will be answered cheerfully(  If you have problems, come and see your instructor right away after class or during office hours.  

4.  Classes will make little sense to you if you come unprepared, but if it should happen that you cannot do your homework for some good reason, tell  your instructor before class and you will not be called on.  However, DO NOT SKIP CLASS. 

5.   Homework assignments should be written out in complete sentences.  Do NOT just write down individual words ( grammar has to appear in context or it won(t make sense. Write clearly or even better ( type your homework.  Leave ample space for corrections and commentary.  Essays should always be typed.  

6.  Oral participation is very important, but do not blurt out answers in order that everyone gets a chance to speak.  Besides, a general mumble jumble is not very productive.  Also, speak up loudly and clearly. Very few people have been trained in lip reading.

7.  Do not be shy - participate in class.  Don't be afraid of making mistakes. They can be corrected and you can learn from them. Besides, active classes are more fun(  Never feel embarrassed to ask for clarification. 

8.  HOMEWORK is due on the day indicated and will NOT be accepted later. This policy is designed to help you make steady progress and to monitor your understanding of the material.  You will always find your homework assignment spelled out at the end of a given day.  You should also finish all those exercises which were not completed in class.  There will be occasional readings and assignments which are not listed in the book.  I will make an announcement in class about these additional assignments and will also list them on Blackboard.  

9.  The VIDEO ASSIGNMENTS are the heart of the course.  Watch the various segments carefully and repeat as often as necessary in order to answer the accompanying questions.  The more you watch, the easier it will be for you to understand sophisticated German.

10. Your FINAL GRADE will be determined by your written work (tests, quizzes, midterm, homework assignments, essays) and your participation in class and in conversation sessions.  Quizzes and homework will be graded  +, , -.  Tests and essay type assignments will receive a letter grade. Written work counts for 60% of your final grade, oral work for 40%.

Some More Tips and Tricks on how to Study a Foreign Language

 


                         Effectively

On days when your class meets, you should check your returned and corrected homework. Check your mistakes and reread those parts where you had difficulties. Next, review everything that was covered in class, and only then should you tackle the part of your new written assignment which covers aspects of the grammar practiced in class.

On the following day you should briefly review again and then prepare for the next class.  Study the new grammar assignment which will be practiced in class the following day. Read the assigned literature passages carefully.

Memorizing vocabulary should be an ongoing process.  Write down new words you encounter, add related words.  Working with flash cards is an excellent idea.  Review now and then the stack of cards which contains those words which you think you know. Practice learning new words in short bursts several times during the day. 

Try to find a study partner.  Set up a time during which you both will do your homework.  Discussing your assignments with a partner is more effective than quietly reading your book.  You will remember much more if you do it aloud and if you can correct and quiz each other. 

And above all: 

Viel Spaß!
