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Collaborative First-Year Seminars The Collaborative First-Year Seminar Program supports 

experimentation and collaboration within Amherst’s First-Year Seminar Program. Interdisciplinary staff-

taught courses have long been a hallmark of the College’s first-year curriculum and have continued to be 

a central part of the First-Year Seminar Program. They have the virtue of allowing groups of colleagues to 

address broad topics and to learn from each other, while providing a common intellectual experience for 

significant segments of the first-year class. Recognizing that such seminars require substantial additional 

efforts by the Faculty, funding is provided to compensate for that added difficulty and to encourage 

innovative projects. Under this program, groups of faculty (three or more) work together to develop and 

team-teach cross-disciplinary First-Year Seminars or to create connections among separate seminars by 

focusing on a common theme, using common texts, and addressing shared issues.  Funding will be 

awarded for collaborative courses that will begin in fall 2010. Faculty may begin planning for their 

seminars throughout 2009-2010. Each participating faculty member receives a $2,000 honorarium. 

Support is also available for seminar development, including funding for materials, travel, and research, 

and for field trips. The Dean of the Faculty will consider requests for additional resources for course-

related student entertainment or other expenses. This program advances the objectives of the report of the 

Committee on Academic Priorities and the subsequent faculty discussions, in particular, in fostering 

projects across departmental lines and by providing support for faculty in widening their pedagogical 

scope. Collaborative First-Year Seminars are supported with those funds previously used for the 

President’s Initiative Fund (PIF). All requests will be considered by the Dean of the Faculty, in 

collaboration with the First-Year Seminar Committee. Applications for fall 2010 seminars will be 

accepted on a rolling basis until November 13, 2009. For more information, visit the Dean of the 

Faculty’s Website. 

Faculty-Led Seminar on Writing Instruction The Seminar on Writing Instruction was created in 

response to the Faculty’s interest in working together in a sustained, hands-on fashion to explore ways of 

incorporating writing more effectively into existing courses, especially those for new students.  Led by 

Professors Michele Barale and Jyl Gentzler, this seminar, which will offer faculty a way sharing 

experiences and adapting courses to the range of students’ needs, will meet throughout the fall semester 

of 2009-2010.  It is being offered under the auspices of the Writing Center and the College’s Teaching 

and Advising Program.  Participants receive an honorarium of $500. 

 

 


