Handout 5:  Fieldwork, partly via McHugh and partly via Gewertz
1)  Culture as a way of seeing:  it allows us to see certain things and prevents us from seeing others.
a. On Thomas Kuhn and the pendulum.
b. On Rodney Needham.

2) “Participant Observation” or “Fieldwork” is learning to see in a new way.  See McHugh p. 2. 

3) Graduate school as a preparation for fieldwork (in both its emphasis on area courses and theory courses).  Recall that  McHugh studies with a Nepalese psychology professor, learning the language and, as well, customs.

4)  There is no absolute control of the research protocol;  anthropology is often serendipitous.
5) On the mystique of fieldwork;  it’s a trial by fire, a rite of passage, an initiation.  Recall that McHugh spends time in Kathmandu with the wife of the Peace Corps director, but then just walks into the mountains.

6) Practical worries:  McHugh arrives among the Gurung and is adopted into a family and has to accommodate to changes in clothing and to procedures of e.g. bathing.  
7) Epistemological worries concerning “making sense.” 

8)  The need to make specific decisions: 

a.  Where to go?  In McHugh’s case, her mentor, Gregory Bateson, was interested in “Eastern” religions and her friend, Kathy, had lived in Nepal.  
b. What to study?  McHugh was interested in ritual, especially in matters of death as informative of what it is to be alive;  she was interested in what it is to be a person.  This is to say, one brings one interests and engagements into one’s research.  But, again, much is a matter of serendipity: one must be open to the interests of those around whom one is living;  one must put one’s own interests (somewhat) aside and one’s own concepts at risk.  
c. One does, of course, have to justify one’s interests to those who give you visas and grant you money, but….

9)  Finding one’s feet:

a.  Learning the language.  See McHugh  p. 24.

b. Working with an assistant:  McHugh’s “ama .”
c.  Accommodating to the constant scrutiny.  Consider McHugh concerning veils, p. 26.

d. Experiencing disconfirmation.
e. Finding out what others are interested in about you.
f. Breaking through. 

10) The process is “dialogic.”  For example, in McHugh’s case, kinship was not just out there to be discovered;  learning about it was the product of genuine engagement.  See p. xvii.

11) One experiences morally upsetting realizations.  See McHugh, pp. 84-85 concerning Muna, hierarchy and ostracism. 

12) It is never fully wrapped up;  anthropologists do not “go native.”  It is an often discouraging, often illuminating process. See McHugh, p. 150.

13) What one learns, among other things, is how to better think about one’s own sociocultural context.
