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Environmental History 
of Latin America

H54

Prof. López

S2011
T Th 2:00-3:20pm
Office: 23 Chapin, x5846

Environmental history has taken off in exciting new directions. Lament over the felling of the trees has given way to larger questions that connect environmental history with social, political, and economic issues. In this course we will focus on the unexpected links that exist between environmental impacts (such as environmental degradation, desertification, soil “exhaustion”, species extinction, genetic simplification, oil extraction, biotic invasions, deforestation, pesticide contamination, and animal grazing) and human problems (such as colonial and imperial domination, declining subsistence, defense and violation of civil rights, income inequality, scientific racism, regional underdevelopment, incomplete capitalist transformation, social marginalization, and political violence). Taking environmental history seriously forces us to revise our understanding of social changes, the rise and fall of civilizations, and contemporary problems of political instability. And putting current environmental debates into historical context enables us to grapple with complexities, contingencies and contradictions that too often end up invisible to environmental activists and scientific researchers. Through a focus on environmental history, but also with careful attention to interdisciplinarity between the sciences and the humanities, the questions we will engage include: How have environmental changes contributed to, or otherwise conditioned, processes of conquest and domination? How have these processes of conquest, domination, and resistance, in turn, altered the environmental? What models of environmental activism have worked in Latin America, and which have not? Why? What about the Latin American context is typical and what is unique? Can history guide us in our current efforts to develop a sustainable approach to the environment that helps the land and its fauna, but does so in a way that brings greater justice and self-determination to the people who live there, while at the same time balancing the interests of the state and of investors? How can what we learn about Latin America help us to think more productively about the causes and solutions to problems there, at home, and in other parts of the world? 
In addition to introducing students to the historical connections between environmental and social/political crises, this course uses guided readings, discussions, and frequent writing to help each student discover and pursue his or her own intellectual interests. Each student is expected to gradually identify for herself or himself the concerns that she or he finds most interesting, and to work through the dimensions of those issues. This is to be done through class discussions, conversations during office hours, journal writing, and the final project. Additionally, the course emphasizes how to formulate productive critical questions, how to draft concise analytical summations of the issues raised by texts, and how to devise your own intellectual inquiry and push along the avenues that you find most fascinating toward novel insights.

Books available at Food for Thought Books (downtown Amherst across from Starbucks):  

· Richard Tucker, Insatiable Appetite: The United States and the Ecological Degradation of the Tropical World (NY:Rowman and Littlefield, 2007).

· Warren Dean, With Broadax and Firebrand: The Destruction of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest (UC Press, 1995)
· Stuart McCook, States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the Spanish Caribbean, 1760-1940 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2002)
· Andrew Revkin, The Burning Season: The Murder of Chico Mendez and the Fight for the Amazon Rain Forest (Washington, DC: Island Press, 1990).
· Luis Vivanco, Green Encounters: Shaping and Contesting Environmentalism in Rural Costa Rica (NY: Berghahn Books, 2007).

· Serge Dedina, Saving the Grey Whale: People, Politics, and Conservation in Baja California (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000).

Coursepack: Available in the History Department (Basement, Chapin Hall)

Coursepack Supplements: Available in the History Department Office (Basement, Chapin Hall)

· Joel Simon, Endangered Mexico: An Environment on the Edge (San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1997).
· Daniel Faber, Environment Under Fire: Imperialism and the Ecological Crisis in Central America (NY: Monthly Review Press, 1993), 3-9; 45-81; 93-115; 149-189; 234-235.
· Lane Simonian, Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995). 
Reading: Be an engaged, critical reader. Don’t absorb the text, argue with it. See “Getting to Know a History Book” on my website. 

Map quiz:  There will be a map quiz in which you will have to draw and label countries, cities, and regions on blank maps. The places you need to know are listed on the final page of this syllabus. 

Writing: 

· Analytical journal, submitted in four installments. It will consist of the following: 

· A brief critical abstract of each reading (written in advance of each meeting, and revised after the meeting). In 3-5 sentences state the subject of the book or article, what the authors is trying to work out through his or her discussion of that subject, how he or she went about it, what sources her or she used and how he or she used them, what he or she argued, and what is at stake in his or her argument or interpretation.

· Two critical/analytical questions for each meeting (NOT discussion prompts!) (written in advance of each meeting, and revised after the meeting). These can focus on issues you did not understand fully or that you found puzzling or contradictory; the authors’ use of inherently problematic or complex terms or ideas; themes that compare or contrast authors’ approaches, claims, or findings; or other issues that otherwise seem ripe for consideration. Every question must incorporate a clear indication as to why the question matters.

· a 5-8 page critical analysis of the texts from the section (This is not to be an overview, but a critical engagement through the texts with issues that you find engaging, confusing, and so forth) (you should work on this a little everyday, with final revision and organization just before the installment’s due date)

· Final project
· For the final project you have a choice: 

· Select a book that deals in some way with the topic of the course and write a 5-8 page critical analysis of some issue that emerges from your reading of that book

· Or, you can propose some other kind of group or individual project that in some way grapples with the issues of the course. This can include the creation of original films, creative writing, visual art, or other possibilities. I encourage you to consider this option. If you decide to go this route, you must develop your project in conversation with me.

Formatting: All written work must be properly formatted. See the end of the syllabus for formatting instructions. 

Attendance: Required. Five-College students must follow the Amherst College schedule for meeting times.

	# & date
	Title
	Readings

	01
	Introduction
	· (to be distributed in class) Larry Rohter, “South America Seeks to Fill the World’s Table,” New York Times, 12 Dec. 2004

· Explanation of how to read for this class (use one of the course books as a model)

· Discussion of course and expectations.

Who cares about the environment? What is Environmental History? And what does the environmental history have to with social conflict?

	02

Thurs. Jan. 27
	Nature and Culture
	· (coursepack) William Cronon, selection from “The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” from Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (NY: Norton, 1995), 69-87.
· (coursepack) Clinton R. Edwards, "The Human Impact on the Forest in Quintana Roo, Mexico," Journal of Forest History 30(3)(1986): 120-27.

	03

Tues. Feb. 1
	Situating Latin American Environmental History Globally
	· (coursepack) Alfred W. Crosby, "A Good Try at Organizing World History Environmentally," History and Theory 41(2)(2002): 218-24

· (coursepack) J. Donald Hughes, An Environmental History of the World: Humankind's Changing Role in the Community of Life (NY: Routledge, 2001), 42-48, 99-104, 113-119, 127-135, 217-224.

Discuss how to read and write critically, and how to craft good questions and abstracts.

	04

Thurs. Feb. 3
	Ecology and Subjugation
	· (coursepack) Elinore Melville, chaps 2 & 5, Plague of Sheep (Cambridge UP, 1994).

· (coursepack) Greg Grandin, The Blood of Guatamala (Duke UP, 2000), 149-158.


Visit Lyman Conservatory at Smith College this weekend as part of your readings for next week. Look carefully at how Latin American nature is presented in the greenhouse displays. Read labels; think about how plants are grouped, and consider what the displays include or exclude.
DUE: First  installment of response journal, by midnight at the end of Friday (February 4). Send it as a Word attachment. The subject line of the email must read: Environmental Installment 1

	05

Tues., Feb. 8
	Controlling Nature
	·  (coursepack) Londa Shiebinger, Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 2004), 5-12, 23-25, 35-44, 51-58, 73-76, 82-89,  and 194-225.

· (coursepack) James Scott, Seeing Like a State (Yale UP, 1998), 11-52, 262-306.

	06

Thurs.,  Feb. 10
	Science, Capitalism and Nature 
	· (coursepack) Steve Marquardt, "'Green Havoc': Panama Disease, Environmental Change, and Labor Process in the Central American Banana Industry," American Historical Review 106(1)(2001): 49-80.

	07

Tues., Feb. 15


	Tropical Tropes
Meet in Mead Art Museum
	· (coursepack) Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature (Cornell UP, 2001), 11-56 and 240-245.
Include in your response paper a discussion of your visit to Lyman Conservatory, with attention to how the conservatory constructs particular understandings of Latin America.
NOTE: the second  installment will be a little different than others because you will need to incorporate a discussion of how Latin American ecology is presented at Lyman Conservatory at Smith College. We will discuss the details in advance of the due date.



	08

Thurs., Feb. 17
	
	Map Quiz (I will be out of town, but someone will be available to administer the quiz)

	09

Tues., Feb. 22
	The United States and the Tropical World, I
	· (book) Richard Tucker, Insatiable Appetite: The United States and the Ecological Degradation of the Tropical World (NY: Rowman and Littlefield, 2007), first half.
· Practice strategies for critically analyzing a book

	10

Thurs., Feb. 24

	The United States and the Tropical World, II
	· (book) Tucker, Insatiable Appetite, second half. 


	11

Tues. , March 1
	Brazil on its Own Terms (a foundational study), I
	· (book) Warren Dean, With Broadax and Firebrand: The Destruction of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest (UC Press, 1995), overview and chapters 1-9

	12

Thurs., March 3
	Brazil on its Own Terms (a foundational study), II
	· (book) Dean, Broadax and Firebrand, chapters 9-en

	13

Tues., March 8

	The Science of Export Led Growth in the Caribbean, I
	· (book) Stuart McCook, States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the Spanish Caribbean, 1760-1940 (Austing: University of Texas Press, 2002), overview and chapter 1-3.

	14

Thurs., March 10


	The Science of Export Led Growth in the Caribbean, II
	· (book) McCook, States of Nature, chapters 4-end

	
	
	


DUE: Second  installment of response journal, by midnight at the end of Friday (March 11). Send it as a Word attachment. The subject line of the email must read: Environmental Installment 2. 
Spring Recess: March 15 and 17. No class.

	15

Tues., March 22
	
	· No Class: I have to travel to Illinois for a talk 
· Start reading Revkin

	16
Thurs., March 24
	Roots and Dangers of Conservation, I
	· Andrew Revkin, The Burning Season: The Murder of Chico Mendez and the Fight for the Amazon Rain Forest (Washington, DC: Island Press, 1990), start – chapter 7

	17

Tues., March 29
	Roots and Dangers of Conservation, I
	· (book) Revkin, Burning Season, Chapter 8-end.

	18
Thurs., March 31


	Insights and Shortcomings of Ane Approach to the Study of Conservation
	· (coursepack supplement) Lane Simonian, Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995), 1-8, then second paragraph of p25 through the third paragraph on p165. Read all of the assigned portions.




	19

Tues., April 5

	Nicaragua, I
	· (coursepack supplement) Daniel Faber, Environment Under Fire: Imperialism and the Ecological Crisis in Central America (NY: Monthly Review Press, 1993), 3-9; 45-81; 93-115;.

	20

Thurs., April 7
	Nicaragua, II
	· (coursepack supplement) Faber, Environment Under Fire, 149-189; 234-235.

	21

Tues., April 12
	Grim View or Clear Insight?, part I
	· (coursepack supplement) Joel Simon, Endangered Mexico: An Environment on the Edge (San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1997), overview and first half

	22
Thurs., April 14
	Grim View or Clear Insight?, part I
	· (coursepack supplement) Simon, Endangered Mexico, second half.



DUE: Third  installment of response journal, by midnight at the end of Friday (April 15). Send it as a Word attachment. The subject line of the email must read: Environmental Installment 3

	23

Tues., April 19
	Evaluating the “Green Republic,” I
	· Luis Vivanco, Green Encounters: Shaping and Contesting Environmentalism in Rural Costa Rica (NY: Berghahn Books, 2007), overview and start – chapter 4

	24

Thurs., April 21
	Evaluating the “Green Republic,” II
	· Vivanco, Green Encounters, chapter 4 – end

	25

Tues., April 26
	The Search for Alternatives, I
	· (Lexus-Nexus) Edmund Andrews, “Junin Journal: Ecotourism is All Very Well, but $3 a Day Isn’t,” NYT 15 Nov. 2002.

· (coursepack) Roberts & Thanos, Trouble in Paradise, 83-86.

· (coursepack) Susan Place, “Ecotourism and the Political Ecology of ‘Sustainable Development’ in Costa Rica,” from Tropical Rainforests, 221-231.
· (to be distributed) essay on environmental justice movements in Latin America

	26

Thurs., April 28
	The Search for Alternatives, II
	· (coursepack) Fernando Funes, “The Organic Farming Movement in Cuba,” from Sustainable Agriculture and Resistance (Oakland, CA: Food First, 2002), 1-26.
· (coursepack) Selections from Green Guerillas, 121-177.

	27

Tues., May 3
	The Search for Alternatives, III
	· (coursepack) Theodore Downing, et al, editors, Development or Destruction: The Conversion of Tropical Forest to Pasture in Latin America (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1992), 346-364.
· Start reading Dedina

	28

Thurs., May 5

	Off the Shore: A Success Story?
	· Serge Dedina, Saving the Grey Whale: People, Politics, and Conservation in Baja California (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000). Read all of it.

	Final installment of journal due by the end of Friday, May 6th. Email it to me a Word attachment. The subject of the email must be “Environmental Installment 4”

	Final paper or project due by the end of May 10th.


January 24, 2011: All day: Classes begin

March 12, 2011 until March 20: Spring Recess. (Residence halls remain open.) 

May 6, 2011: All day: Last day of classes

May 7, 2011until May 8: Reading/Study Period

May 9, 2011until May 13: Examination Period

May 16, 2011 9:00 am: Grades due for seniors 

May 18, 2011 4:00 pm: Grades due for non-seniors

May 22, 2011 All day: Commencement

Grading:

Class Attendance and Participation……………………………….…………….……...37%

Attendance





12%

Participation





25%

Map quiz……………………………………………………………….……….………..5%

Written work and Final project (all weighed equally)…………………….  .….…..…..58%

-Students with any disability should speak with me at the beginning of the semester about any special arrangements they may require 

Places to know for map quiz

	Countries and Islands:
	Cities:
	Features, States, and Regions:

	
	
	

	Mexico
Guatemala 

El Salvador

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Panama

Cuba

Puerto Rico

Hispañola (Haiti & DR)
Colombia 

Venezuela

Ecuador

Peru 

Chile

Argentina

Uruguay

Paraguay

Bolivia

Brazil

Galapagos Islands (Ecuador)
Falkland Islands/Islas Malvinas


	Mexico City (Mexico)
Mérida (Mexico)
Ciudad Juárez (Mexico)
Caracas (Venezuela)
Cancún (Mexico)
Antofagasta (Chile)
Santiago (Chile)
Buenos Aires (Argentina)
Asunción (Paraguay)
La Paz (Bolivia)
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)
São Paulo (Brazil)
Brasilia (Brazil)
Salvador (Brazil)
	Oaxaca (Mexico)
Yucatán (Mexico)
Chiapas (Mexico)
Central America 
Quintana Roo (Mexico)
Chihuahua Desert (Mexico and US)
Sierra Madre Oriental (Mexico)

Andes Mountains

Pampas (the region in Argentina)

Southern Cone

Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil)

Rio Grande/Rio Bravo (Mexico)

Amazonia (Brazil and beyond)
Baja California
Caribbean

Tierra del Fuego

Patagonia

Rio de la Plata drainage basin
Iguaçu Falls

Rôndônia (Brazil)

Atlantic Forest (original extent in Brazil)

Cerrado (Brazil)
Mezquital (Mexico)


All of these places and features can be found in good atlases and on the internet. You will find LANIC particularly useful. Feel free to work in groups to develop master maps and to study for the quiz.
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The map for the quiz will be identical to this one:

Formatting

Instructions

Important!
Points will be deducted for noncompliance
Every written assignment must

· Place your name at the top of the document

· Font must be black, 12pt, Times

· Pages must be numbered
· Ideas and quotes from others that you build upon must be acknowledged in the prose of your writing (Example: “Though Alexander de Grande argues that fascism was thuggery with no intellectual content, Gregor encourages us to consider….)

· Ideas and quotes from others must be footnoted (do not use in-text citations)

· All footnotes must be properly formatted. Note that bibliography entries and footnotes citations are formatted differently than one another. The first time you cite something in a journal installment or an essay you must include the full citation; subsequently you can use the short form. 

· Margins must be 1 inch on all sides (not 1.25”, not .8”)

· The subject of the email carrying the attachment must read “Environmental Installment #”, replacing the # with the number of the Installment. 

· If it is a journal installment, include ONLY the material from that section of the syllabus, NOT everything we have done thus far in the semester






� This text is likely to change. Don’t buy it yet. 





