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Course Description: 

This course considers a fundamental issue that faces all democratic societies: how do we decide when and whether to include or exclude individuals from the rights and privileges of citizenship? In the context of immigration policy, this is an issue of state power to control boundaries and preserve national identity. The state also exercises penal power that justifies segregating and/or denying privileges to individuals faced with criminal sanctions. Citizenship is regulated not only through the direct exercise of force by the state, but also by educational systems, social norms, and private organizations. Exclusion is also the result of poverty, disability, and discrimination based on gender, race, age, and ethnic identity. This course will describe and examine the many forms of exclusion and inclusion that occur in contemporary democracies and raise questions about the purpose and justice of these processes. We will also explore models of social change that would promote more inclusive societies. This course will be conducted inside the Hampshire County Jail and House of Corrections and enroll an equal number of Amherst students and residents of the facility. This “Inside-Out” model for teaching within a correctional institution was developed by Lori Pompa at Temple University. 

Course Requirements:

Students are required to complete the assigned readings before class and come prepared to discuss them. After each class students must complete a short summary of the reading and discussion (at least one page) to be turned in the following week. Class participation will be structured to give everyone the opportunity to participate and contribute. Excellence in class participation will be taken into consideration when determining the final grade. A group project will be due the last week of the semester. The project will be presented in class and should culminate in an approximately ten-page paper. 

Course Materials:


The articles will be available in a reading packet. In addition, the following four books are required:

Hannah Arendt, Totalitarianism

Zygmunt Bauman, Wasted Lives
Timothy Black, When a Heart Turns Rock Solid

J.M. Coetzee, The Lives & Times of Michael K.

Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience
Weekly Reading Assignments:

January 26                   

PREPARATION FOR THE COURSE

(Amherst and Hampshire County Students Meet Separately)

PART I: DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP

February 2               

THE SOCIAL CONTRACT:

Who belongs, what are rights, and how do democracies endure?

John Locke, Two Treatises of Government. Book II, Chapters I and II, VII, IX

Sheldon Wolin, “Fugitive Democracy” in Seyla Benhabib, ed. Democracy and Difference: Contesting the Boundaries of the Political, pp. 31-45

Bruce Western, Punishment and Inequality, Chapter 1, “Mass Imprisonment,” pp. 11-33 

PART II: CREATING BOUNDARIES AND EXCLUDING CITIZENS

February 9  

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS
Noah Pickus and Peter Skerry. “Good Neighbors and Good Citizens: Beyond the Legal-Illegal Immigration Debate” and Stephen Macedo, “The Moral Dilemma of U.S. Immigration Policy: Open Borders Versus Social Justice?” in Debating Immigration, Carol M. Swain, ed. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007 

William Perez, “Extending Our Investments: Higher Education Access for Undocumented Students,” Diversity and Democracy, Volume 13, Winter 2010

DREAM Act Summary at http://www.nilc.org/immlawpolicy/dream/dream-bills-summary-2010-09-20.pdf
Just the Facts: Five Things You Should Know About the DREAM Act at http://www.nilc.org/immlawpolicy/dream/DREAM-justfacts-2010-11-23.pdf
February 16  

RACE AND SEGREGATION
Brown v. Board of Education

Setha M. Low, "The Edge and the Center: Gated Communities and the Discourse of Urban Fear." American Anthropologist Vol. 103 March 2001, pp. 45-59
Mike Cole, “A Plethora of ‘Suitable Enemies’: British Racism at the Dawn of the Twenty-First Century,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 32, pp. 1671-1685

PART III: CITIZENSHIP AND WAR
February 23
STATELESSNESS
Franz Kafka, “Before the Law”

J.M. Coetzee, The Lives & Times of Michael K (entire)

March 2

TOTALITARIANISM AND THE ERADICATION OF FREEDOM
Hannah Arendt, Totalitarianism (entire)

Richard J. Bernstein, “The Origins of Totalitarianism: Not History, but Politics,” Social Research, Summer 2002, pp. 381-401
PART IV: FOUNDATIONS OF CITIZENSHIP
March 9

EDUCATION AND DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP

John Dewey, Democracy and Education, Chapter Seven: “The Democratic Conception in Education”

Henry A. Giroux, “Schooling, Citizenship, and the Struggle for Democracy,” in Schooling and the Struggle for Public Life

Peter McLaren and Juan S, Munoz, “Contesting Whiteness: Critical Perspectives on the Struggle for Social Justice,” in Carlos J. Ovando and Peter McLaren, Multiculturalism and Bilingual Education

Mike Rose, “The Positive Purpose of Remediation: Getting to the Core of Higher Education” About Campus, December 18, 2009

SPRING RECESS

PART V: REGULATING CITIZENSHIP
March 23 

DISCIPLINE AND SURVEILLANCE 
Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punishment, pp. 73-89

William G. Staples, “Small Acts of Cunning: Disciplinary Practices in Contemporary Life,” The Sociological Quarterly, 1994, pp. 545-664. 

Beatriz da Costa, et al. “Surveillance Creep! New Manifestations of Data Surveillance at the Beginning of the Twenty-First Century,” Radical History Review, Spring 2006, pp. 70-88.

March 30

WASTING CITIZENS

Amitai Etzioni, “A Crisis of Consumerism,” in Aftershocks: Economic Crisis and Institutional Choice, Anton Hemerijck, Ben Knapen, Ellen van Doorne editors, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2009, pp. 155-162.
Zygmunt Bauman, Wasted Lives (entire)

April 6  

 ENTRAPED CITIZENS

Judith Herman, “A Forgotten History” and “Child Abuse,” in Trauma and Recovery, 7‑32, 96‑114
Shamita Das Dasgupta, Chapter 5, “Women’s Realities: Defining Violence Against Women by Immigration, Race, and Class pp. 56-70 and Donna Coker, Chapter 22, “Shifting Power for Battered Women: Law Material Resources and Poor Women of Color,” pp. 369-388 in Domestic Violence at the Margins: Reading on Race, Class, Gender, and Culture, edited by Natalie J. Sokoloff, New Brunswick: Rutgers Uuniversity Press, 2005.

Kristin Bumiller, In an Abusive State, Durham: Duke University Press, 2008, Chapter 1

April 13
POVERTY AND CITIZENSHIP

Timothy Black, When a Heart Turns Rock Solid (entire)

PART VI: PUNISHMENT AND RESISTANCE
April 20  
DISOBEDIENT CITIZENS

Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience (first essay)
The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, “A Letter from the Birmingham Jail,” pp. 187-204
April 27  

PUNISHING CITIZENS

Richard Quinney, “The Life Inside: Abolishing the Prison,” Contemporary Justice Review, September 2006

Phil Scraton, Power, Conflict and Criminalisation, “Self Harm and Suicide in a Women’s Prison,” Chapter 9 

Devah Pager, “The Mark of a Criminal Record,” American Journal of Criminology, March 2003

May 4  

FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS AND CLOSING

