1. In Aihwa Ong’s Chapter, “Flexible Citizenship: A Momentary Glow of Fraternity” he/she introduces the term, “alternative modernities.” He/she uses the term to denote the new self-confident political “reenvisioning” of Asian features that challenges the assumption of inevitable Western domination. He/she goes on to state that in Asia, the state officials argue that Asian modernity is an alternative to the West. The Asian narrative believes that capitalism “should strengthen state control, not undermine it” (pg 82). Therefore, how does Ong’ argue that the “momentary glow of fraternity” forged in alternative Chinese modernities will in fact renegotiate and reposition American global domination? What does he/she mean by “momentary glow of Fraternity”?
2. Consider Huang’s contrast of “profits versus patriotism.” Scholars elaborate that there are differences between Chinese from the Mainland and Chinese nationals from other countries. Some Chinese foreign nationals invest in China primarily for profits, not because they are loyal to the Chinese nation state. He also comments that the overseas Chinese have different levels of attachment to the ancestral homeland, and distinguishes between two groups, the first and second generation Chinese. He/she states that one cannot count on the loyalty of overseas Chinese, only in their desire to profit off of China. Considering this, do you believe that it is possible to construct an economic zone that is based solely on race?  How does it stand against the political and economic conditions? Would it work?
3. In Benedict Anderson’s Chapter, “Long-Distance Nationalism” he ponders the paradoxical double movement of integration and des-integration in regards to the world’s “single capitalist economy” and he questions whether or not capitalism is responsible for producing new forms of nationalism. He quotes Acton’s own aphorism which states that, “exile is the nursery of nationality.” Do you agree with this statement? How does Anderson go about in refuting or defending this statement?
