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HANDOUT #1A: THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION


The point of the second and third classes in the course is to get a general picture of how the Industrial and French Revolutions changed the world, not to sweat the many details.   The details hopefully paint a richer picture of these changes.

1.  Why study the Industrial and French Revolutions.   They are significant for us because they powerfully affected social thought in the 19th century.  Much of social thought tried to understand the two revolutions and the kind of societies they produced.    The two revolutions had a huge impact because of--
( the specific changes they brought about
(the sheer immensity of these changes
(the fact that these changes were social changes  (The Industrial Revolution involved a lot more than applying machinery to produce more things; the French Revolution involved a lot more than regime change.)
(and above all, the Paradox of Change, the unanticipated, unplanned consequences of human actions. 
2.  The Industrial Revolution as a technological and economic achievement.
On one level, the IR consisted of changes in the relationship between human beings and the natural world, in the way human beings make use of the natural world.  Noteworthy is that for the first time, economic growth and development were self-sustaining and cumulative, creating the possibility of abundance
3.  More important, the Industrial Revolution involved a vast set of social changes, changes in the relationships among human beings.

a.  The IR required the right social pre-conditions.



(For discussion:  Why did the IR happen in Great Britain?  Hobsbawm says “that this was not fortuitous is evident.” (p. 29) What does he mean?  Hobsbawm also says that industrialization required solving the “agrarian problem.”  What does he mean?


b. The IR changed not only the nature of work but also society as a whole.   
(For Discussion:  How did the nature of work change?  How did social classes change?

4.   The impact of the Industrial Revolution on social thought.


People started thinking about the new society emerging and how it was different from the old one, and they started thinking about the general nature of society and social change.   A key theme for our purposes is the contradictions of industrialization.
