Greek 111 Rick Griffiths
MWFEF 9:00 Converse 302 Converse 102D; 542-5368
FTGRIFFITHS@AMHERST.EDU
Monday 4:00-6:00 and by appointment
Reading Greek: Text and Vocabulary (second edition) (ISBN 9780521698511)
Reading Greek: Grammar and Exercises (second edition) (ISBN 9780521698528)

of the Joint Association of Classical Teachers Greek Course, published by
Cambridge University Press. (Available at Amherst Books)

Sept. 7, Wed.: Alphabet &Adpapntoc (GAda - pPrita=A B C's)

Known from the =~ Otherwise Exotic Confusing
Latin alphabet familiar but easy
a A alpha
[ B beta
v I gamma
O A delta
¢ E epsilon
( Z zeta
nHeta (looks like “n” and “H”)
0 © theta
tliota
k K kappa
A A lambda
1M mu
vNnu (looks like “v”)
EExi
0 O omicron (= little o)
1T pi
o Prho (looks like “p” and “P”)
0 ¢ L sigma
T tau
v Y upsilon
¢ @ phi
x X chi (=“kh” not “x”)
P W psi
w () omega (= big o)
Greek 111



Some almost recognizable words with the unfamiliar letters:
1) pukooc o P rho

2) paQoc

I

4) BaoPaooc 0O omicron (‘pot’) (= “someone who says Boa Ba”; “not civilized”
[folk etymology])

3) mucpog T I pi (“bitter”)

5) @ PaoPaoe wQ omega (‘stw’) @ marks an address to someone, e.g., “O Socrates”

6) PaoPaolopds o/ ¢ X sigma (“use of a foreign tongue or abuse of one’s own
tongue”)

7) doapa  © dpaw is a verb meaning “to do”

8) dpapaTiko

9) adkix & = smooth breathing = ‘not-h” (“injustice”)

10) dxpo

m b
11) méAic A A lambda A Y A < Spartan shield with A

12) moAttikog

13) dxpomoAig

14) eéxtog (“outside of”)

i

15) Eévog ksé-nos EExi(=x+¢g) (“stranger,
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guest,” “host”)



16) €& heks ¢ =rough breathing, “hé”

17) é€aywvog vy I gamma

18) téAog

19) mato mnHeta

20) matolg (“__land”)

21) Aoyog

22) jAog nHeta ("he -1li - os)

23) oxknvr)  ske-ne  tent > stage building | ‘ * = > Latin scena = scene

aspirations (breathings, “h” and ‘not-h’)
h + initial vowel ="
h+m=¢ ®phi ph (thereisno other ‘t")
h+x=xXchi kh #English’x” (£EE xi='X)
h+1t=0 O theta th

24) Beog

25) ¢pidog

26) aoxn (ar-khe)

&V aQxn v 6 Adyoc en ar-khé én ho lo-gos
27) tvxy YW (=m+o0) psi psu-khe

Greek 111



28) TOTAMOG

29) IMMOTOTAMOG
30) avOpwTog

31) ¢pvoig
avOowmog PpvoeL moAlrtikov Cwov. - Aristotle, Politics

32) Cawdlakog

33) UNTEOTIOALS

34) toameCa  tra-pe-sda

Diphthongs (“double sounds”) (e.g., coop vs. codperate, co-operate)
a (moat but proactive)
+ Lorv

c O 3 ™

32) el (lam) & - mi

33) ev (well) ewww

23) avtog (self)  ow-tos

24) taic Yuxaig (the life-breaths) tice psu-khice
25) viog (son) whee-os

26) otkot (at home, adverb) oy-koy
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For a fuller account of the alphabet, see Grammar pp. 1-3. I'm not asking you to
master all of this detail at this moment, but only to be able to pronounce and decipher
the words.

Sept. 9, Fri.

In Text, be able to read out loud and translate reading 1 A (pp. 1-5).

In Grammar, memorize the alphabet (p. 1). I'll ask you to be able to recite the
alphabet by Monday at the latest. Read about the writing system and pronunciation
(pp. 1-3). Breathings (i.e., “h” and “not-h” on initial vowels) are part of the spelling of
the word and should always be learned.

Read the Grammatical introduction (pp. 4-7), which we shall apply in translating
the reading.

Write out Exercise 2 (p. 3).We'll go over the written exercise in class, and you'll
hand in your corrected copies.

Sept. 12, Mon.

In Text, reading 1 B (p. 7).

In Grammar, read through the Grammar for Section 1 A-B (pp. 8-13). Reading the
grammar sections will be a standing assignment and therefore not indicated below. The
besetting problem of beginning Greek is that about three-quarters of the terminology
we will ever use comes up immediately.

Learn the Summary Learning Vocabulary for Section 1 A-B (p. 13) —also a
standing assignment. For the moment, learning vocabulary amounts to being able to
give me the English translation. I don’t ask you to translate from English to Greek in
recitation or quizzes.

Be able to decline (that is, recite the various endings of a noun or adjective) the
definite article, working case-by-case, i.e., 0 - 1] - 10 / OV — |V — 10 (pp. 8-9). Learn the
accent (i.e., the four instances without an acute accent).
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Sept. 14, Wed.

In Text, readings 1 C and D (pp. 8-11).

In Grammar, be able to decline kaAog (p. 11; without accents) and conjugate
Batvw (p. 12; with accents).

Be able to recite Exercises 1A-B: 1 (p. 11). Write out Exercise 1A-B: 2 (p. 12-13);
for future reference, note that there is an English-to-Greek dictionary, pp. 521-28).

A small point now, but one that will become important later: The persistence of
the accent on Patv- is misleading. In indicative verbs, the accent is recessive, that is, it
goes back as far as it can depending on whether the last syllable (the ultima) has a short
vowel (-¢, -opev, -etg, -ovol) or a long vowel (-w. -€Lg, -¢u).

The axovw, “I hear,” with a two-syllable stem is more instructive than Patve:

Note the pattern of o- and e- vowels after the stem:
1=0,2=e (for this o/e alternation, the so-called “theme
vowel,” see 16b [p. 16])

AKOLW o 1

AKOVELS e 2

AKOVEL e 2

QAKOVOHEV 0 1

AKOVETE e 2

AKOVOLOL o) 1
2> axove = Cf. Batve (not being able to go back another syllable, the accent turns

AKOVETE into a circumflex — a quirk you won’t be expected to know).
Sept. 16, Fri.

In Text, readings 1 E and F (pp. 12-15).

In Grammar, be able to conjugate the contracted forms of 6pw, moww, dnAw, with
accents (p. 21) and imperatives (p. 22).

Be able to recite Exercises 1E-F: 1 and 4 and write out 2 and 3 (pp. 21-22). (Note
that I'm not assigning 5).

Please learn accents on these contrated forms (almost always a circumflex after
the stem of the verb). Again, the accent is recessive, as is apparent if you look at the
uncontracted form as given in box on p. 20 top. When two vowels contract, if the first
one is accented, a circumflex results:
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Note that -w and -a vary on the same pattern: 1=o0;2=e
004 - w > 6pW 1
-&¢
-«
-WUEV
-aTe

— NP, NN

-OoL

Sept. 19, Mon.

In Text, reading 1 G (pp. 16-17).

In Grammar, be able to decline &vOpwmog, éoyov, and fpéteQog.

Be able to recite Exercise 1G: 5 (p. 29); write out Exercises 2 (p. 26) (with accents
except for #1 & #5; problem explained in 42 [p. 30]), 3 (p. 27), and 6 (p. 29).

= Quiz on all vocabulary learned (i.e., be able to give the English meaning).

Sept. 21, Wed.

In Grammar, in Revision Exercises for 1 A-G be able to recite Exercise A (p. 33)
and write out Exercises C (pp. 33-34) and D (p. 34).

Write out Test Exercise One A-G without looking at vocabulary or grammar. See
the guide on pp. 366-67. To be corrected in class and handed in.

Learn etpt (with accents) on p. 36. This accent is not recessive; on enclitics, see 42

(p. 30).
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