
 

 

August 26, 2009 

 

Dear faculty, staff, and administrators, 

The College’s commitment to establishing a diverse community with people “from all 
backgrounds” includes religious differences.  The Student Handbook includes a “Policy on 
Observance of Religious Holidays” that says the following: 

“Amherst College respects the rights of all members of the community to observe 
religious holidays.  It is expected that everyone will cooperate in making this right a real one.  
Students and faculty, in particular, should seek ways of achieving this goal, while at the same 
time minimizing interruptions of the academic work of the College” (p. 98). 

This year, there are some significant religious holidays early in the semester that some 
students will observe.  I am listing the dates of major holidays for various religious traditions 
that fall during each semester.  These will also be posted on the Religious Life website.  My 
hope is that having these dates will help you to anticipate when some students may have 
special needs with regard to examination, presentations, and assignments. 

Those holidays listed in BOLD and UPPER CASE require observant students to abstain 
from all secular activity.  If you have any questions, please contact the appropriate religious 
advisor.  The entire religious life staff can be found at the religious life web site: 
http://www.amherst.edu/~reladvisors/ 

Jewish and Islamic holidays begin at sundown and end at sunset on the last day of the 
holiday.  The dates for Muslim holidays and the holidays of some other religions are tentative 
as the actual day and time is confirmed by religious localities within a few days of the holiday 
based on moon sightings. 

I have chosen to list only holidays of students that I know are represented in our 
community for the sake of brevity.  A more complete listing of religious holidays and a 
description of them is available at http://www.interfaithcalendar.org I hope this information is 
helpful.  There is disagreement about some of the dates and significance of religious holidays.  I 
have tried to use my best judgment, but I am sure there may be different opinions about what 
should be included or excluded.  I apologize for getting it out so late and will try to send it 
earlier in the future.  I wish you all the best as the academic year begins. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Paul Sorrentino 

Director of Religious Life 

 

 

http://www.amherst.edu/~reladvisors/
http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/2007.htm


 RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
Date Day Holiday Religion 

 FALL SEMESTER   

* ** August 21- 
September 20 

Fri-Sun Ramadan [30days] Islam 

*   September  19 – 20  Sat-Sun ROSH HASHANAH  Jewish 

* **September  20 Sun EID AL FITR  Islam 

* September 28 Mon YOM KIPPUR  Jewish 

 ** September 28 Mon DASSEHRA  Hindu 

*  October 3-4 Sat-Sun SUKKOT Jewish 

* October 5-9 Mon-Fri Sukkot Jewish 

*October 10 Sat SHEMINI ATZERET Jewish 

* October 11 Sun SIMCHAT TORAH Jewish 

** October 17 Sat DIWALI Hindu 

* November 12 Thu BIRTH OF BAHA’U’LLAH Baha’i 

*  November 27 Fri EID AL ADHA Islam 

 SPRING SEMESTER   

February 10 Sun Chinese New Year Buddhist 

February 17 Wed Ash Wednesday Christian 

** March 30 Tue Magha Puja Buddhist 

* March 30-31 Tue-Wed PASSOVER (1st 2 days) Jewish 

April 2 Fri GOOD (HOLY) FRIDAY Christian 

April 4 Sun EASTER Christian 

* April  5-6 Mon-Tue PASSOVER (final 2 days) Jewish 

 

* Before the date indicates that the Holy day(s) begin at sundown the day before the date listed 

** Before the date indicates that moon sightings or other group preferences may result in a 
slight variation from the date listed 

BOLD holidays indicate a primary holy day for the listed tradition 

BOLD and CAPITALIZED holidays may require cessation of secular activities for observant 
students of the specified tradition 


