Sociology 43: DRUGS AND SOCIETY

 2009

SECOND PAPER

Starting with the spectrum of drug control regimes on p. 311 in MacCoun and Reuter, discuss what the best control regimes would be for marijuana and for cocaine in the United States today. (The two need not be the same!)  Justify your answer by drawing upon what we have learned about drug control historically and in other countries and upon other relevant course materials.  
You may choose to keep each drug where it is, place it in a reorganized Pure Prohibition regime (with a different mix of policies and/or different level of enforcement), move it along the spectrum, or devise your own distinctive control regime.

A good answer needs to do all of the following:



(1) Identify the important costs and benefits that are relevant to evaluating drug control policies


(2) Discuss what is to be learned from the historical and cross-national examples that M&R provide.


(3) Discuss how applicable these examples are to the United States today. Is America different from other countries in ways that would lead us to question whether results elsewhere could be replicated here for marijuana and cocaine?



(4) Explain how the potential cost-benefit mix of your preferred policies is better than that of current policies and other possible alternatives.

The Paper:  Write an essay of 8-10 pages addressing the topic above.   Please preface your paper with a brief “Dear Professor Himmelstein” letter, stating the central point you make in your paper.  

Deadline:  Completed work is due by the end of the day, Tuesday, December 22, by e-mail or hard copy.

Purpose: This paper provides you an opportunity to organize and reflect on some of the ideas that have framed the last part of the course.

A good paper will do all of the following:



( It will have a central point, which can be stated in a few sentences and which you develop systematically throughout the paper.  Do not keep me guessing about what you are really trying to say.   



(It will address all the important elements of the question. 



(It will identify and use the relevant course readings and discussion.

