Prof. Luca Grillo, lgrillo@Amherst.edu
Office phone: (413) 542 2726
Office Hours: Tuesday 11.30-12.30 and Wednesday 10-11, or by appt.
CLAS 33
History of Rome
Required texts:
Ward, Heichelheim, Yeo, A History of the Roman People, 5th edition = Ward

Livy, The Early History of Rome (Penguin) = Livy

Plutarch, The Makers of Rome (Penguin) = Plut. Makers
Plutarch, The Fall of the Roman Republic (Penguin) = Plut. Fall
Polybius, The Rise of the Roman Empire (Penguin) = Pol.

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars (Penguin) = Suet.

Grade:

- Papers:

20 %
- Quizzes:

15 %
- Midterms:

30 %
- Final: 

20 %
- Coins project:
15 %

Please ask if anything is not clear!
Schedule, themes and assignments:
Week 1. The Foundation of Rome
1-26
 T
No assignment 
Introduction to Roman History

1-28
Th
Livy 1 (31-104)
Kings and Republic

Week 2. War and Conflict 

2-2
T
Ward chapters 4-5, Livy pp. 107-25, 140-3

2-4
Th
Livy pp. 221-55, 379-403



1st QUIZ
Week 3. Polybius and the Constitution  
2-9
T
Ward chapters 6-7, Plut. Makers (Coriolanus) 15-52
2-11
Th
Pol. pp. 41-6, 302-38, 346-52

Week 4. Imperialism 

2-16
T
Ward chapters 8-9, Pol. 197-252

2-18
Th
Plut., Makers (Fabius and Marcellus) 53-118

Week 5. Society and Culture    

2-22
T
Ward chapters 10-11, Plut. Makers (Cato the Elder) 119-51

2-25
Th
Pol. 494-540





1st PAPER DUE

Week 6. Civic Unrest
3-2
T
Ward chapters 12-13, Plut. Makers (Tib. and C. Graccus) 153-93

3-4
Th
Plut. Fall (Marius) 3-55 and 



1st MIDTERM

Week 7. Life in the Late Republic
3-9
T
Ward chapter 18, Catullus 1-60 and 69-116 18 





3-11
Th
Plut. Fall (Cicero) 323-73



2nd QUIZ
Spring Break

Week 8. Civil War and Crisis 

3-23
T
Ward chapter 14, Plut. Fall (Sulla) 56-104
3-25
Th
Ward chapter 15, Plut. Fall (Crassus) 110-54 
2nd PAPER

Week 9. Pompey and Caesar 

3-30
T
Ward chapter 16, Plut. Fall (Pompey) 160-207

4-1
Th
Plut. Fall (Pompey) 207-248

Week 10. Caesar’s Rise and Death 

4-6
T
Plut. Makers (Brutus) 223-70, Fall (Caesar) 254-322

4-8
Th







2nd MIDTERM

Week 11. The End of the Republic
4-13
T
Ward chapter 17, Suet. (Caesar) 1-42

4-15
Th
Ward chapters 19-20






Week 12. Augustus and the Principate
4-20
T
Ward chapter 21, Plut. Makers (Mark Antony) 271-349, appendix optional

4-22
Th
Suet. (Augustus) 43-103



3rd QUIZ

Week 13.  

4-27
T
Ward chapters 22-23, Suet. (Tiberius) 104-44 
3rd PAPER

4-29
Th
Ward 25, Suet. (Nero, Vespasian, Titus) 207-41 and 274-94

Week 14. 

5-4
T
Ward chapters 28-29 




COINS ENTRIES 

5-6
Th







FINAL

Papers

· 2 Short papers, 5% each, max. 1 double-spaced page. 
· 1 Longer paper, 10 %, 4-5 double-spaces pages.

Topic for the 1st paper: Select a short passage (a sentence, max. a paragraph) from the assigned readings and write a reaction essay. Your reaction will explain why the passage you chose is relevant and how it contributes to your understanding of the topic it documents.

Other titles will be given in class.
Coins Project

A. Form a group of 3 people, select a coin from the available list from the department and study it thoroughly. When was it minted and by whom? How much was it worth? Does it have any artistic value? What does it tell us about the history of Rome? 

B. Write a short entry for your coin (~200 words): good entries will be published on the Classics Department website with your names and a picture of the coin. 
C. Write a longer entry for me (2, max 3 double-spaced pages) fleshing out what you discovered and how the coin contributes to the historical reconstruction of its time. Do not write general info about Roman coins, but concentrate your research on your particular sample.
Books on reserve

Astin, A. 1978. Cato the Censor. Oxford

Broughton, R. 1984. The Magistrates of the Roman Republic. Chico

Brunt, P. 1988. The Fall of the Roman Republic and Related Essays. Oxford

Champion, C. 2004. Roman Imperialism: Readings and Sources. Boston

Cornell, T. 1995. The Beginnings of Rome: Italy and Rome from the Bronze Age to the Punic Wars. London

Flower, H. 2004. The Cambridge Companion to the Roman Republic. Cambridge

Goodman, M. The Roman World, 44 BC-AD 180. London

Harris, W. 1985. War and imperialism in Republican Rome, 327-70 B.C. 

Oxford.

Livy, 1976. Rome and the Mediterranean. London, Penguin
Wolf, G. 2003. The Cambridge Illustrated History of the Roman World. Cambridge

