Art 37  Spring 2010 
Week 11: Realism and abstraction: contests of meaning
Marsden Hartley
Portrait of a German Officer 1914 (Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY)

Charles Demuth
I Saw the Figure Five in Gold 1928 (Metropolitan)

My Egypt 1927 (Whitney Museum of Am. Art, NY)

Georgia O'Keeffe 
Black Iris 1926 (Metropolitan)

Cow's Skull, Red, White, and Blue 1931 (Metropolitan)
Grant Wood 

American Gothic 1930 (Chicago)
Charles Sheeler




American Landscape 1930 (Museum of Modern Art, New York)
Diego Rivera

Detroit Industry 1932-33 (Detroit Institute of Arts)
William Carlos Williams, “The Great Figure” published in Sour Grapes (1921)

Among the rain

and lights

I saw the figure 5

in gold

on a red 

firetruck

moving

tense

unheeded

to gong clangs

siren howls

and wheels rumbling

through the dark city.
