Middle East 1800- Present

Spring 2008
History 20/Asian 48
Prof. Ringer






class room: Merrill 403
mmringer@amherst.edu




office: 306 Fayerweather
Description:
This course surveys the history of the Middle East from 1800 to the present. The focus is on the political, social and intellectual trends involved in the process of modernization and reform in the Middle East. General topics include the Ottoman Empire and its decline, the impact of European imperialism and colonialism, programs of modernization and reform, the construction of nationalism and national identities, Islamism, development and contemporary approaches to modernity.
Books:

Cleveland, History of the Modern Middle East.

Sabriya: Damascus Bitter Sweet.
Toby Dodge: Inventing Iraq: The Failure of Nation Building and a History Denied.

Andre Aciman, Out of Egypt.
Jenny White, Islamist Mobilization in Turkey.
Afshin Molavi, The Soul of Iran
(Available atthe Feffrey Amherst bookstore)
Assignments and Policies:
This course will be conducted largely as a discussion class.

This course involves a substantial amount of analytical writing based on critical reading of primary sources.

Papers

There are 10 papers (typically 2 single spaced pages) assigned for this class. 

The total of all papers is worth 90% of your final grade. 


You must complete all the papers.

Papers are due in class on the assigned date. No late papers accepted.


Please see attached style sheet for paper guidelines.

Participation in discussion will be graded and worth 10% of your final grade.

Attendance is mandatory and will be graded. More than 2 unexcused absences result in automatic grade penalty of 1/3 grade. Absences can only be excused by request of the Dean.
Office hours
Tuesdays 4-5; Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 and by appt. 

Course Meeting Agenda
Jan 29 (T): Introduction: Locating ourselves in 1800: The Ottomans


Cleveland, History of the Modern Middle East, chs. 1, 2, 3.
Jan 31 (Th): Orientalism and Modernization Theory


Stuart Hall, “The Rest and the West: Discourse and Power”


Travel selections of de Busbeq, Porter, Montague and Flaubert
Discussion questions: What is the root cause of “backwardness” in the Middle East according to these authors? Do they all agree or is their disagreement? What are the political implications of “Orientalism”?

Feb 5 (T): What Went Wrong?: How the First Generation Answered this Question


Cleveland, MME, chs. 4, 5, 6.

Discussion questions: What did Ottoman reformers identify as the cause of their “backwardness”? In what ways did they agree/disagree with Orientalists about these causes?

Feb 7 (Th): Religious Minorities and the Politics of Nationalism


Bruce Masters, “Christians and Jews” chs. 1, 2. ebook available on library link


Selim Deringil, “There is No Compulsion in Religion”
Fatma Muge Gocek, “Social Construction of Nationalism in the Middle East”


“Hatt-e Gulhane,” in Diplomacy in the Near and Middle East.

“Hatt-e Homayun,” in Diplomacy in the Near and Middle East.
Paper assignment #1: Using all 5 of the sources, write a paper discussing the nature of religious identity and how it was affected by emerging nationalisms.

Feb 12 (T): From Subject to Citizen: Constitutionalism as the Solution


Ziya Gokalp, “Turkish Nationalism and Western Civilization.”

Namik Kemal, “And Seek their Counsel in the Matter.”
Paper assignment #2: Dissect the arguments used by Gokalp and Kemal to urge change (i.e. how do they make their case; what is significant about the sources of authority that they use; why do you suppose they construct their arguments the way that they do?).  Specifically what sort of change do they advocate? 

Feb 14 (Th): The Religious Establishment in Trouble


Cleveland, MME, ch. 7

Benjamin Fortna, “Islamic Morality in Late Ottoman “Secular” Schools.”
Feb 19 (T): Comparing Ottoman and Iranian Constitutions: Secularism and the Citizen


Cleveland, MME, ch. 8
Roderic Davison, “Turkish Attitudes Concerning Christian-Muslim Equality in the Nineteenth Century,” in (ed) Wilson, The Modern Middle East 2nd edition (I.B. Tauris, 2004), pp. 61-81.

Copies of Ottoman and Iranian Constitutions of 1908 and 1905 to be distributed.
Paper assignment #3: Compare and contrast the Ottoman and Iranian Constitutions according to the following issues: Are people subjects or citizens in the documents? What is the place of religion and the religious establishment in the two documents? What conclusions do you draw from the criteria for inclusion/exclusion in the documents?
Feb 21 (Th): World War I in the Middle East


Agreements, Documents, Maps



- “decline of the ottoman empire and rise of the turkish republic” ( map)



- “The Husayn-McMahon Correspondence”

Feb 26 (T): Twice a Stranger: The Division of Ottoman Peoples

The Greek-Turkish population transfer agreement – to be distributed.
Discussion questions: Do you believe that population transfer was a good idea at the time? In what ways was religious identity in tension with other identities? Do you see this as surprising or not in secular countries with official ideologies of nationalism? 
Feb 28 (Th): Ataturk: Father of Modern Turkey

Cleveland, MME, ch. 10
Serif Mardin, “Religion and Secularism in Turkey,” in Kazanigil and Ozbudan (eds) Ataturk: Founder of a Modern State
Ali Kazangicil, “The Ottoman-Turkish State and Kemalism”
Discussion questions: in what way did Turkish Nationalism as an official ideology buttress the goals of secularism, populism and republicanism? In other words, describe the connections between Nationalism, secularism, populism and republicanism?
March 4 (T): The Hat and the Beauty Pageant as Modernity
Houchang Chehabi, “Staging the Emperor’s New Clothes: Dress Codes and Nation-Building Under Reza Shah”
Discussion questions: do you believe that officially enforced sartorial change was necessary at the time? What did reformers hope to achieve? What were the costs of authoritarian change?
March 6 (Th): Inventing Tradition


Cleveland, MME, chs. 11, 12.

Cole and Kandiyoti, “Nationalism and the Colonial Legacy”


Hobsbawm, “Introduction: Inventing Traditions”

March 11 (T): The Unhappy Marriage of Feminism and Independence


Sabriya: Damascus Bitter Sweet- novel
Paper assignment #4: Discuss the complex relationship of the Independence movement to the Feminist movement in the novel Sabriya. Include in your discussion mention of the role of education, family, and social conservatism as you flesh out this relationship. What accounted for the ultimate failure of Feminist goals?
March 13 (Th): The British Invention of Iraq
Toby Dodge: Inventing Iraq: The Failure of Nation Building and a History Denied.
Paper assignment #5: In your opinion what were the most important mistakes of the British in Iraq? Be sure to make a case as to why these mistakes were particularly costly.
March 15-23: spring recess

March 25 (T): World War II and the Establishment of Israel 


Cleveland, MME, ch. 13.

Khater, Sources in History, pp. 114-128; 193-246.


Brandeis, “The Jewish Problem” in the Zionist Idea.


Jabotinsky, “Evidence Submitted,” in the Zionist Idea.
Weizmann, “Zionism Needs a Living Content,” “Reminiscences,” and “On the Report of the Palestine Commission,” in the Zionist Idea.
Discussion questions: In what ways is Zionism a form of nationalism? Does a Jewish state need to be a religious state? 
March 27 (Th): Dilemmas of a Jewish State

Cleveland, MME, chs. 17, 18, 19.
Tkuma: The First 50 Years – movie
Discussion questions: In what ways is the conflict over religion in the movie similar to conflicts over religion in largely Islamic countries? Is this resolvable?
April 1 (T): The Promise of Nasser

Cleveland, MME, chs. 15, 16.

Umm Kulthum: Voice of Egypt- movie

Andre Aciman, Out of Egypt.
Paper assignment # 6: Discuss the relationship of identity, religion and nationalism as experienced by the characters in the novel Out of Egypt. 
April 3 (Th): The Iranian Revolution: Neither East Nor West

Cleveland, MME, ch. 20.


Iran: A Revolution Betrayed – movie
Discussion questions: In what ways was the revolution religious? In what ways was it not? 
April 8 (T): Saudi Arabia: Will They? Won’t They? Can’t They?

Cleveland, MME, 21.

Mamoun Fandy, “Religion, Social Structure and Political Dissent in Saudi Arabia” in (ed) Wilson, The Modern Middle East, pp. 657-676.


Websites to be emailed
Discussion questions: what are the costs and benefits of reform in Saudi Arabia? Do you think that there is common ground between secular and religious opponents of the monarchy?
April 10 (Th): The Veiled Revolution in Egypt

A Veiled Revolution - movie
Discussion questions: What exactly IS the “revolution”? Do you believe that there are different movements here, or that ultimately they have the same goal in mind? What are the implications of DEFINING pious behavior as entailing specific dress codes? 
April 15 (T): “A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing:” Debating Islam and Politics in Turkey

Jenny White, Islamist Mobilization in Turkey

Websites to be emailed
Paper assignment #7: Is the rise and success of Islamist movements in Turkey a sign of the triumph of Kemalism, or a threat to Kemalism?
April 17 (Th): Cyber Dissidents in Iran


Afshin Molavi, The Soul of Iran
Paper assignment #8: Describe two paradoxes in Iran today as illustrated in Molavi’s The Soul of Iran.
April 22 (T): 20 Years Old in the Middle East

Reading tbd

Discussion questions tbd.
April 24 (Th): The American Invention of Iraq: the question of federalism

Reading tbd.


Paper assignment #9 tbd.

April 29 (T): Iraq, Turkey and the Kurds


Reading tbd.

Discussion questions tbd.
May 1 (Th): Iraq, Women and the Constitution

Reading tbd

Paper assignment #10 tbd.
May 6 (T): tbd
May 8 (Th): tbd
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