SOCIOLOGY 15

2009
Third Paper

The Topic:


Freud, Durkheim, and Marx, each in his own way, debunks religion.  That is, each argues that human beings create God, not the other way around.  In the first chapter of The Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis disputes this general position:   He argues first, that human beings could not have come up with the idea of God unless God actually exists and second, that believing in God actually makes life harder to bear.  Discuss and critically assess Lewis’s argument in light of the arguments made by Freud, Durkheim, and Marx.    In crafting your answer, be sure to summarize the important points of each thinker’s arguments.
The Paper:  Write an essay of about seven pages addressing this topic.   Please preface your paper with a brief “Dear Professor Himmelstein” letter, stating the central point you make in your paper.  Please put this letter at the beginning of your paper rather than submitting it separately.
Deadline:  Completed work is due by the end of the day, Monday, December 21, via e-mail (preferably) or hard copy.  
Purpose:  This paper provides you an opportunity to reflect on the ideas of Durkheim, Freud, and Marx by comparing them to the ideas of a decidedly non-sociological thinker (Lewis).
Expectations:  A good paper will do all of the following:



( It will have a central point, which can be stated in a few sentences and which you develop systematically throughout the paper.  Do not keep me guessing about what you are really trying to say.   



(It will address all the parts of the question. 



(It will identify and use the relevant course readings and discussion.

