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Reading questions for Schleiermacher, On Religion

For Tuesday, Sep. 14:  pp. 4-33

1)  	What is the function of ‘mediators’, according to Schleiermacher?  What does he present as his credentials to be such a mediator?

2)  	Schleiermacher contrasts two possible ways of viewing religion.  What are these two ways, and to what use does he put the distinction?   

3)  	Schleiermacher claims that ‘religion never appears in a pure state’.  What does he mean by this?  

4)	What is an ‘intuition of the universe’, and what is the importance of this notion for Schleiermacher?


For Thursday, Sep. 16:  pp. 33-71

1)  	Where to ‘religious concepts’ and ‘doctrines’ fit in Schleiermacher’s account?

2)  	What role does Schleiermacher allot to the idea of God?

3)  	What is Schleiermacher’s complaint against the ‘prudent and practical people’ of the age?

4)	By the end of the speech, Schleiermacher is attempting to recruit the cultured despisers for the cause of advancing religion.  How does he go about making this appeal? 


For Tuesday, Sep. 21:  pp. 72-94 (Fourth Speech)

1)  	How and why does religious community arise, according to Schleiermacher?  

2)  	What is the difference between the ‘City of God’ and the church considered as a ‘mediating institution’?

3)	Why does the State come to be involved in religion, and what is Schleiermacher’s attitude towards this involvement?

4)	What does the ‘Golden Age of Religion’ look like for Schleiermacher?


For Thursday, Sep. 23:  pp. 95-124 (Fifth Speech)

1)  	According to Schleiermacher, what is it that defines an individual religion, i.e. sets it apart from others and gives it its distinctive character?

2)	What is the ‘original intuition’ of Christianity?

3)	What work does the figure of Jesus do in Schleiermacher’s understanding of Christianity?

4)	What does Schleiermacher do with the notion that Jesus was both human and divine?


