Classics 33: History of Rome. Prof. Luca Grillo, lgrillo@amherst.edu. 2-9-10

5th outline. Old and New Men at the Conquest of Italy
I. Romans, Samnites and the Lessons of History
1. 

2. 

3. 

II. Being Known: Nobility (nobilitas)
- Scipio Hispanus: birth and character, ingenium
- noble, nobilis (pl. nobiles) < nosco, I know

- new man, novus homo and res novae (revolution)

- nobilis: after c. 200: descendant of consul

- Sallust, Cicero and numbers

- power and exclusion


- Gaius Marius and Quintus Caecilius Metellus, cos. 109

III. Power

1. _____________ subjects 
life

2. _____________

3. _____________ passive
active

4. _____________ amicitia
gratia
familiaritas
5. _____________ economic
legal
court

The good story of the trials of Verres

IV. Checks and Balances
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

V. 3 Conclusions and a Roman funeral: Polybius 6.53-54
VI. Assignment


Polybius was a Greek nobleman, born of a general and one of the world’s greatest historians. In 168 BC he was taken to Rome as a hostage and after being liberated he chose to remain in Rome, he moved into Rome’s highest circles and even accompanied Scipio on campaign. He wrote a Universal History to explain to his fellow Greeks the reasons for Rome’s amazing rise. Our readings come from his History (mostly from the first 6 books), originally published around 150 BC (= 120 years before Livy).
1. What is the nature and function of history according to Polybius? Do you agree with him?

2. To what does he attribute Rome’s military success? Is he right?
3. In describing the Roman constitution is he accurate? What does he take to be its key elements? What important forces did he miss to mention?

4. What do you wish Polybius told us better?

