SPAN 9: SPANISH for Heritage Speakers
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Prof. Patricia Ferrer-Medina, 
Grosvenor 20, Tel. 542-2357

pferrermedina@amherst.edu

SYLLABUS

(See Course Packet for full syllabus)

I. Required Materials

· Course packet- found at the Spanish Department’s office at 201 Barrett Hall.  Tel. 413-542-2317
· Workbook in Everyday Spanish: A Comprehensive Grammar Review
By Julio I. Andújar and Robert J. Dixson. Prentice Hall: 4th edition, 2007. ISBN: 0131825143
· Answer Key to Workbook in Everyday Spanish: A Comprehensive Grammar Review By Julio I. Andújar and Robert J. Dixson. Prentice Hall: 4th edition, 2007. ISBN: 0131409867
II. Course Requirements

	Grade Distribution

	Attendance & Participation 
	16%

	Linguistic Autobiography (essay) and Oral Presentation
	8%

	Analytical Essays (3 x 7%) 
	21%

	Grammar Assignments 
	20%

	Current News Presentation
	5%

	Final Drama Project
	20%

	Final Essay
	10%

	
	100%


A)  Attendance and Participation 

Attendance is mandatory.  Absences and/or tardiness will be justified only if official and valid documentation is provided. One point will be taken off for every two unjustified absences. Unexcused tardiness of 5 minutes or more will be counted as unjustified absences.  Absent students are responsible for inquiring after any material and class discussion missed.

On two occasions there will be a lecture given by an invited speaker on a topic pertaining to our class.  Attendance to these lectures is mandatory.  The dates are Thursday, Sept 25th and October 9th at 4:30PM (more details TBA).  

B) Linguistic Autobiography (essay) and Oral Presentation

In the first full week of class students should hand in a 2-3 pages autobiographical essay in which they narrate their experience with languages AND explain their expectations of the class.  The essay can be written in Spanish, or Spanglish (mixture of Spanish and English).  An Oral Presentation will follow.
C) Analytical  Essays

Students will hand in a total of 3 essays for which brief brainstorming sessions will be held in class.  The first draft (ensayo a) will be due in class for grammatical corrections by the TA.  Then, a second draft (ensayo b) will be due in class for peer editing a couple of days before the final draft (ensayo c) is due.  

D) Grammar Assignments 

There will be 5 grammar assignments throughout the semester.  With these assignments students should hand in the corresponding self-corrected worksheets from the Workbook of Everyday Spanish.     


E) Current News Presentation 

Each student will find and choose a newspaper article in Spanish on the subject of their choosing from one of the thousands of Latino or Hispanic newspapers published in Spanish the U.S..  They will write a 1 page essay and do a brief Oral Presentation.

 F) Final Drama Project 

Together students will translate, direct, produce and perform a stage reading (lectura dramática) of a short play. 

G) Final Essay

This is a concluding essay written in Spanish in which students will explain their overall experience of and reactions to the readings, assignments, and class discussion. 
III. Calendar
(subject to change)

